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ew legislation to increase Texas student loans

By ANTOINETTE NEVILS
Staff Reporter

Texas voters approved
$500 million to fund stu-
dent loan programs, mean-
ing more financial aid for
students next year after a
recent shortage, said the
director of scholarships and
student financial aid.

Nov. 6 marked the day
voters approved all of the
21 state propositions for
bonds, including funding
more money for the Col-

lege Access Loan Program.
The funding will come from
the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board, which
was created by the Texas
legislature, said Michael
Scott, the director of schol-
arships and student finan-
cial aid.

Scott said the College
Access Loan is one of the
best student loans available
for students. He said the
interest rates are very low
compared to other loans.

Scott said this vote is good
news for students and the
financial aid office because
the office has a shortage
of funds for students this
year.

“We had to limit the peo-
ple we gave it to,” Scott said.
“There’s just not enough
money.”

Scott said with this extra
boost in funding, more aid
will become available, which
means more students can
utilize this loan. Students

can request larger amounts
of aid with a College Access
Loan, he said.

“If we had more funding,
we could double or increase
the amount given out,” Scott
said.

Melet Leafgreen, assistant
director of loan programs,
said this vote also means
TCU will get a larger percent
of funds from the Coordinat-
ing Board in the future.

Leafgreen said this bond
vote is especially important

for TCU because this is one
of the few state bonds that
aids private universities.
Most state bonds only aid
public schools, Leafgreen
said.

“Students here deserve
the loans as much as state
school students,” Leafgreen
said.

Leafgreen said the Col-
lege Access Loan is good
for students because it has
a fixed interest rate, unlike
most loans. She said the rate

students have when they
take out the loan, is the rate
they pay during the loan
repayment period. Also, in
December 20006, the Coor-
dinating Board removed
the $10,000 College Access
Loan amount restriction, so
students can take out more,
Leafgreen said.

Leafgreen said this loan
is funded two to three years
at a time. She said this vote
was a “hot button” because

See BOND, page 2

‘We can do a
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A man sleeps on the street near the intersection of East Lancaster Avenue and Cypress Street. The homeless population in Fort Worth increased by about 900 from 2002
to 2004, according to the Tarrant County Homless Coalition. That has left Fort Worth Mayor Mike Moncrief searching for a solution to the growing problem.

Mayor works to decrease homelessness

By MICHAEL BEST
Staff Reporter

2002 when 1,464 were left without a

roof over their heads.

More than 4,000 people
Worth are homeless each nig

Fort Worth Mayor Mike Moncrief.
Moncrief said he and a group of 22

individuals recently traveled to

Seattle and Los Angeles to see how
these cities managed their homeless

populations.

“We went on this mission to deter-
mine two things: best practice and

also to see what Fort Worth
to become,” Moncrief said.

Tarrant County Homeless Coalition,

in Fort
ht, said

Denver,

wanted
of women.

Of those surveyed, 37.8 percent of
males said unemployment or job loss
was the reason for their homelessness
— the No.l reported cause for male
homelessness in Fort Worth — followed
by drug or alcohol abuse. Job loss or
unemployment was the second most
reported factor in the female homeless
population of Fort Worth with domestic
violence as the No.1 factor in female
homelessness, reported by 23 percent

The three largest night shelters in

ing.”

ment services, but no housing.

Some But Not Enough

Moncrief said Fort Worth homeless
shelters are challenged by the large
number of homeless individuals, and
Fort Worth'’s largest shelter, the Presby-
terian Night Shelter, which houses up
to 800 people, has shifted roles.

“What started out to be just a shelter
for evenings a number of years ago has
been the home to a number of home-
less individuals for 14 years,” Moncrief
said. “That’s not a system that’s work-

MICHAEL BOU-NACKLIE / Skiff Archives

an organization dedicated to inform-
ing the public on poverty by tracking
statistical information about the home-
less population, has tracked increas-
ing numbers of the homeless over the
last few years.

According to the Coalition’s last sur-
vey, released in 2004, the homeless
population in Fort Worth was estimated
to be 5,278, an increase of about 900
people from 2002. Out of the 2004
total, 1,869 were unsheltered, up from

Fort Worth — the Union Gospel Mis-
sion, the Presbyterian Night Shelter
and the Salvation Army’s J.E. and L.E.
Mabee Center — have a combined
capacity of about 1,200 residents, a
far cry from the current number of
homeless in Fort Worth.

The other main resource for the
homeless in Fort Worth, the Day
Resource Center for the Homeless,
provides laundry services, toiletries,
a location to receive mail and employ-

Rebecca Cox, director of Presbyte-

rian Night Shelter, said unlike some
local shelters, it is free and does not
require identification. She said the shel-
ter’s policy is to never turn anyone
away. Cox said the shelter was built
because an elderly homeless man froze
to death in his car because he lacked
identification and, as a result, was not
allowed into a shelter.

Cox said case managers typically
See HOMELESS, page 4

Area ballet to donate funds
toward College of Fine Arts

By VICTORIA PUENTE
Staff Reporter

The Texas Ballet Theater
will perform “The Nutcrack-
er,” and for every dollar spent
on tickets through TCU, sup-
porters will donate $2 to the
College of Fine Arts, said the
dean of the college.

Scott Sullivan, dean of
the college of fine arts, said
Friends of the TBT is a group
of people in the community
who support the ballet and it
donates funds to encourage
people to go to ballets and
support the college.

This is the second year the
TBT and TCU have collabo-
rated and every seasonal bal-
let performance benefits the
College of Fine Arts. They
raised more than $25,000 for
the college last year, Sulli-
van said.

“Their artistic director,
Ben Stevenson, is our dis-
tinguished guest artist in the
department of classical and
contemporary dance,” Sulli-
van said. “We have a close
collaboration with the Tex-
as Ballet Theater and this is
a wonderful way that they
helping us in return.”

There will be 16 perfor-
mances of Peter Tchaik-
ovsky’s “The Nutcracker” at
the Bass Performance Hall

from Nov. 30 to Dec. 16 and
seven performances at the
Music Hall at Fair Park in
downtown Dallas from Dec.
20 to Dec. 23.

“It’s a full-length ballet,
one of the most famous in
the world, and it’s performed
by almost every ballet com-
pany every holiday season,”
Sullivan said. “It’s a classic
ballet with a very enjoyable
story with lots of children
in the performances, lots of
elegant costumes, wonderful
dancing and Tchaikovsky’s
music.”

The Texas Ballet Theater
consists of a professional
ballet company located in
Fort Worth and two pre-
professional dance schools
with students ages 3 to 20
in Fort Worth and in Dal-
las, said Jennifer Engstrand,
public relations manager for
TBT.

“Something that sets our
school apart from others is
students are actually given
the opportunity to perform
in our company, Texas Ballet
Theater Productions,” Eng-
strand said. “So students
from our schools will be in
“The Nutcracker” — about 90
local students this year.”

See BALLET, page 2

Campus entrepreneur group
earns national recognition

By JOE ZIGTEMA
Staff Reporter

TCU CEO students are bring-
ing home the bacon.

TCU Collegiate Entrepre-
neurship Organization students
brought home two individual
and three chapter awards from
the CEO National Convention in
Chicago on Nov. 3.

Senior economics major Jacob
Watson won the Elevator Pitch
Competition and a $2,500 prize,
placing first out of 60 students.
Watson said participants in the
competition are given two min-
utes to pitch a business idea to
judges on stage in front of 1,500
people.

When he got up to pitch his
idea of an online cultural certi-
fication program, Watson said,
he was completely relaxed.

“(I was) up there in front of
billionaires, millionaires, stu-
dents from all over the U.S and
Guam,” Watson said. “When
I got on stage, for some rea-
son, God just totally eased my
heart.”

Brian Kym, a junior entrepre-
neurial management major and
CEO president, took second for

Best Student Leader. TCU CEO
also won Best Electronic Based
Networking, Best In-person Net-
working and placed second in
Best Marketing Plan.
“I can’t tell you how proud
I am of the TCU CEO,” said
David Minor, director of the
Neeley Entrepreneurship Cen-
ter. “Each year, these students
show their merit with respon-
sibility and professionalism. It’s
easy to see that they have the
See CEO, page 2

EDITORS NOTE:

Thursday's front page photo
of a student walking by a “For
Rent” sign was staged by the
photographer.

It's the Skiff's policy not to
intentionally alter events, and
photos are supposed to represent
real events as they would happen
without the Skiff's staff present.
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WEATHER

TODAY: Partly cloudy, 80/62
WEDNESDAY: Cloudy, 82/63
S THURSDAY: Mostly cloudy, 67/37

PECULIAR FACT

BEUING — China has banned fire department
officials from receiving sexual favors as bribes
from companies seeking their business.

TODAY'S HEADLINES

NEWS: Facebook adds new carpool feature, page 4

OPINION: “Fat tax” may ease obesity problem, page 3

— Reuters

SPORTS: Give thanks for university sports, page 6
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HOMELESS

From page 1

have social work degrees
and work with residents to
help them get permanent
housing and benefits. She
said the shelter is in need
of case managers, and move-
ment of residents into per-
manent housing has slowed
greatly as a result.

Cox said Fort Worth needs
to take what she called “a
more progressive stance” on
the issue of homelessness.

She said Seattle has adopt-
ed a housing-first system,
which provides homeless
people with a permanent res-
idence where they can meet
with case managers individu-
ally to work toward getting
a job and fully supporting
themselves.

She said often homeless
people cannot find employ-
ment because they do not
have a permanent residence,
and the housing-first system
solves this problem. Cox said
Fort Worth'’s city government
has discussed adopting this
program, and she

because of the many resourc-
es within walking distance,
but she said it also isolates
the homeless population
from the rest of the city.

“You don’t have to see the
homeless if you don’t want to,
which is not a good thing,”
Cox said.

Stories From the Shelter

William Reynolds, 52, has
lived at Presbyterian Night
Shelter since he lost he job
at Texas Rubber Supply
more than a year ago, and
he hasn’t been able to find
steady employment since he
lost his identification. He said
without ID the only work he
can get is through temporary
agencies, which provide job
opportunities once or twice
a week, if at all.

Reynolds said this means
he cannot earn enough mon-
ey to pay rent anywhere in
town and without three forms
of identification and a perma-
nent residence finding a job
is difficult. Chelle Yelving-
ton, 37, another Presbyterian
Night Shelter resident, said
her bipolar disorder caused

her homeless-

believes it is a step
in the right direc-
tion but it is still
too soon to see def-
inite results.
Three of the
main providers for
the homeless pop-

“You don’t have to
see the homeless
if you don’t want
to, which is not

a good thing.”
Rebecca Cox

Presbyterian Night

Shelter director

ness. She was
fired from sever-
al jobs because
of her emotion-
al outbursts at
work.

She said she
has a bachelor
of fine arts in
photography,

ulation — Union
Gospel Mission of
Tarrant County,

Presbyterian Night Shelter
and Day Resource Center for
the Homeless — are locat-
ed within about a one-mile
radius in the East Lancaster
Avenue area south of down-
town.

Cox said this localization
of the homeless benefits
those without transportation

but making a
living off photography alone
is difficult without some oth-
er source of income. Yelv-
ington said she thinks the
center lacks proper social
services.

“Basically you come in
here and unless you hap-
pen to meet a kind soul at
the front door who says, ‘Hey

I’ll show you around,’ you're
stuck to your own devices,”
Yelvington said. “I was lucky
enough to run into a couple
of nice people who saw me
as fresh meat and they sort
of shielded me.”

Yelvington said lots of peo-
ple take advantage of the
“freshly homeless.” She said
being a woman who is home-
less further complicates her
situation, because the shelter
is in what she called a “bad
part of town,” and she is
afraid to walk down Lancaster
after 4 p.m. because she could
be raped or attacked with no
way to defend herself.

Yelvington said she
thinks the biggest problem
for homeless people is the
social stigma it brings. She
said people often assume
homeless people are crim-
inals or drug abusers and
look past the fact that they
are humans who are often
the victim of circumstances
out of their control. She said
she thinks most people con-
sider themselves “do-good-
ers” who want to help out,
but who truly want to remove
any reminder that homeless-
ness exists.

Yelvington said she met
her boyfriend Carlton Shell,
37, at the shelter.

Shell said he thinks the
biggest problem with the
homeless population is lack
of actual help given social
workers meet with residents
but often have the impres-
sion that the homeless don’t
truly want a change. Shell
said this is not the case, and
most of the homeless could
change their lives with a
helping hand.

What residents need is
someone to guide them
through the process of get-
ting back to supporting
themselves, Shell said.

Not-so Healthy Living

Yelvington said getting
proper healthcare as a home-
less person presents yet
another problem. She said
the John Peter Smith Hos-
pital provides some medical
attention for the homeless
but not enough is done. She
said many health problems
go unsolved.

Shell said he attributes
this gap in care to a lack of
funding. Shell said funding
for medical care and adult
learning programs could
help solve the homeless
problem in Fort Worth.
Representatives from both
the Presbyterian Night Shel-
ter and the Union Gospel
Mission of Tarrant County
said their centers are fund-
ed mainly by private donors.
According to the Union Gos-
pel Mission’s 2006 annual
report, 75.9 percent of its
support came from private
donors.

The mayor said he and
the 22 people who went on
the fact-finding mission will
be conducting a series of
meetings to decide how to
address the homeless prob-
lem. Moncrief said as the
population of Fort Worth
increases, the homeless
population will grow unless
preventative action is taken
now.

“I know one thing is cer-
tain: we can do a better
job than what we’re doing,
and I'm determined, deter-
mined to make that happen,
and I think everyone that
was involved on this jour-
ney is equally determined,”
Moncrief said.

But, Moncrief said being
without a home is not the
only problem.

“You have to also address
not just homelessness, but
hopelessness,” he said.

BALLET

From page 1

BOND

From page 1

Associate artistic director
for the TBT, Tim O’Keefe,
said “The Nutcracker” has
been the most important of
their five annual performanc-
es because it will allow all of
the TBT’s students from the
Fort Worth and Dallas cam-
puses to participate.

Sullivan said if there were
only one ballet people in the
TCU community could see in
their lives it should be “The
Nutcracker.”

“The Nutcracker really has a
lot of scene changes and a lot
of different moods to it, so it’s
quite good for people to come
who maybe have never been
to a ballet before,” O’Keefe
said. “I think they would find
it very enjoyable.”

Ticket prices for the two-
hour performance will start
at $18 and can be purchased
by calling the TBT box office
at 877-828-9200 or visit tex-
asballettheater.org.

CEO

From page 1

entrepreneurial spirit, and
equally easy to see that they
will all go far.”

CEO leaders also discussed
how the TCU CEO program
was built.

TCU CEO has attracted
370 members in each of the
past two years, according to
a press release.

The chapter takes about
60 students to the confer-
ence each year to participate
in the competition, according
to the press release. There are
also elevator pitch competi-
tions, business plan competi-
tions and networking events
scheduled throughout each
semester.

educational funding is hard
to find.

“It’s good people voted for
this bond so they can have a
say in where their tax mon-
ey goes,” Leafgreen said.

Scott said it was important
that college students went
to vote because it can affect
the amount of aid students
receive in the future.

Leafgreen agreed that
freshmen who voted affect-
ed their own future aid
amount.

Scott said the bond capital
comes from the state, so tax-
payers are not paying for it.
He said it is an “investment
vehicle,” and the bonds will
be bought by investors.

Leafgreen said there is no
downside to this vote. She
said some people may not
want the state involved in
funding education and may
want its attention and money
geared elsewhere, but said
few feel that way.

Ashanti Williams, a senior
modern dance major, said
she definitely would have
voted if she had known
about the vote. Williams
said she took out a College
Access Loan her sophomore
and junior year after doing
research on the financial aid
Web site.

Williams said she was
happy with the loan and
hopes other students will
have access to it next year.

“It helped me out in my
situation,” Williams said.

Leafgreen said this bond
vote shows how important
education is to people. She
said people at TCU believe
in the power of education,
a quality education and
where that education will
take them.
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MovieTavers.com

HULEN MOVIE TAVERN
4320 5. Hulen Rd.
Fort Worth - 817-546-7091

RIDGMAR MOVIE TAVERN
6801 Ridgmar Meadow Rd.
Fort Worth - 817-563-7469

University Computers

Authorized
Reseller

We now are offering Apple Computers/Laptops and can
perform
SERVICE in and out of WARRANTY

In addition to PC/Windows Computers and Printers

HP Dell Epson Canon Microsoft Okidata

Printers, Scanners, Mice, Keyboards, and all other accessories
3334 W Tth Street 817-870-2921 Mon-Fri 8am-6pm
Go North on University Dr left on 7th 4 blks (look for red banner)
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