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tudents pursue master’s for financial futures

By JORDAN HAYGOOD
Staff Reporter

It takes money to make mon-
ey and for students, undergradu-
ate degrees can empty out their
wallets but master’s degrees
can break their banks.

Despite the expenses of

higher education, more stu-
dents than ever have started
master’s programs this fall
because of the “tremendous
salary boost” and “better job
offers,” according to a Sept. 14
New York Times article.
Nationally, full-time master’s
programs applications have ris-
en 20 percent in the past three
years, according to The Grad-

uate Management Admissions
Council Application Trends of
2007.

Master’s programs at TCU,
such as the two-year full-time
MBA program, which costs
$59,040, have had an increase
in applications, said the direc-
tor of MBA admissions at the
School of Business.

“We directly benefit from the
increased applications because
we are able to continue to
select the most qualified for
our program,” director Peggy
Conway said.

Although schools are benefit-
ing from the increased enroll-
ment, Conway said, students

will gain immediate increase
in their post-MBA salaries
because of economic trends.

“Students will continue to
see a positive return of invest-
ment on what they spent on
their MBAs,” Conway said.
“But the larger impact may be
the long-term financial gain
because of broader job oppor-
tunities.”

A study conducted by the
Graduate Management Admis-
sion Council said there is a
52 percent salary increase
pre-MBA to post-MBA when
examining the value added
by graduate education.

First year accounting gradu-

ate student Mark Becker said
in order for him to take the
certified public accountant
exam to become a CPA he has
to get his master’s degree.

“After earning my master’s
I will be able to take the CPA
exam which will allow me bet-
ter opportunities to start at a
higher level as opposed to
working my way up,” Becker
said.

The director of MBA admis-
sion at the SMU Cox School
of Business, Patti Cudney, said
regardless of the financial ben-
efits, a master’s degree in any
subject is valuable for intern-
ships and jobs.

“Students are highly sought
after by recruiters for post-MBA
jobs,” Cudney said. “The stu-
dent’s degree is packed with
supplementary activities that
open up an infinite number
of possibilities.”

Conway agreed.

“I don’t think perspective
students should assume that
the main reason to get a mas-
ter’s is to make more mon-
ey,” Conway said. “The MBA
is most useful for individuals
who are seeking careers in
which strategic, managerial
business skills are needed.”

However, TCU graduate pro-
gram coordinator Anita Unger

said if students are working
toward a Master’s of Liberal
Arts it is strictly for financial
advantage because an MLA is a
non-career oriented degree.

As for students such as Jona-
than Taylor, Financial Manage-
ment Association president, a
masters program is not in his
future any time soon.

“With my major, an MBA is
not something that is absolute-
ly crucial,” said Taylor, a senior
finance and accounting major.
“If I were to get my master’s,
it would be after working for
about five years. Then I would
definitely know if an MBA
would benefit my career.”

Ron Hall, a 1974 graduate, speaks about his new book, “Same Kind of Different as
Me,” which is No. 2 on Amazon.com, beating out Barack Obama's biography.

Author remembers
love, friendships

By SONA THAPA
Staff Reporter

It was his late wife’s
encounter with an angry
homeless man that changed
his life forever, an author
said as he discussed his book
based on the lives of these
two people.

Ron Hall, co-author of
“Same Kind of Different As
Me,” maintained an ambiance
of applause and appraisal as
he read excerpts from his
biography to a group of stu-
dents, faculty and staff at the
Brown-Lupton Student Center
on Tuesday.

It was in front of the very
Student Center that Hall, a
1974 MBA graduate, met Deb-
orah Short, whom he married
in 1969, he said.

The book is centered

MICHAEL BOU-NACKLIE / Photo Editor

around Deborah, a 1967 grad-
uate, and his friend Denver,
who was once homeless, Hall
said.

Denver Moore, co-author
of the biography, was born
in 1937 in the plantations of
Louisiana, Hall said.

Moore never received a
formal education and, as a
young teenage boy, he was
once roped and dragged by
three-men when he was help-
ing a white woman change
the tires, Hall said

During 15 years of his life,
Hall said, he had made millions
of dollars but he had no time to
think about the less privileged
— until he met Moore.

As Moore was igniting a
brawl one day;, it was Hall's wife
who faced him and calmed him

See HALL, page 2

NEW AND IMPROVED

By CAROLINE LOCKWOOD
Staff Reporter

Just like the rest of cam-
pus, Amon Carter Stadium is
getting a makeover — a $13
million makeover.

The Walsh Complex in the
south end zone area of the
stadium is currently under
construction to add more
luxury suites and seating,
said Austin Commercial proj-
ect manager Brian Andrews.
HKS, Inc., an architecture
engineering interiors com-
pany, and Austin Commer-

cial are working together
on the project known as the
Athletic Complex Renovation,
Andrews said.

“So far we have renovat-
ed 10,000 square feet of the
Walsh Complex,” Andrews
said. “But, with the addition
of the new facilities outside
of Walsh, there will be a total
of 28,500 square feet added
to the stadium.”

Davis Babb, associate ath-
letics director for development,
said the reason for the new
addition was made based on

fan amenity.

“The idea to add the addition
was made due to the interest
of TCU and the donors,” Babb
said. “With the addition of the
suites, we have the opportuni-
ty to have game day usage for
the fans, as well as the educa-
tional resources for the school
with the study rooms.”

Jerry Fawcett, senior vice
president for HKS, Inc., said
the upper level of the addition
will have six luxury suites and
below will be a seating deck
for 220 club seats. A private

Courtesy of TCU ATHLETICS
An artist's rendering shows Amon Carter Stadium from a fan's perspective after construction is complete in the summer of 2008 on new luxury suites in the south end zone.

Stadium renovation underway

club will also be added.

“The private club will be a
large room with food and bev-
erage service,” Fawcett said.
“It will be available to patrons
who have paid for access into
Amon Carter or Daniel-Mey-
er Coliseum, as well as TCU
football and basketball players
before or after their games.”

But the players don’t have to
worry about having to share
space with TCU fans. Fawcett
said the addition will also have
a player’s club where players

See STADIUM, page 2

By LIZ DAVIS
Staff Reporter

the piano as the music dictates.

The Steinway piano sits center stage
as the hall begins to fill with people

in quiet anticipation.

Joyce Yang comes in, sees the video

camera and cringes.

“I didn’t know we were taping this,”

Yang said.

When she plays, she sways and clos-
es her eyes completely absorbed in the
moment and the melody she plays. At
times her nose practically touches the
keys. Others, she’s leaning as far from

ing on the bench.

WEATHER

TODAY: Isolated T-Storms, 87/67

Yang puts so much force into her
playing she throws her body into each
note so that it appears she is bounc-

Yang, who was awarded the silver
medal in the Van Cliburn competition
at age 19, returned to the Bass Perfor-
mance Hall on Tuesday night for the
first time since the competition.

Future pianists should play for the
music, for themselves, not to impress,
Yang said. They should play because
the music moves them and they are

ing.”

inspired, she said.

“It’s so important to keep music in
our lives,” Yang said. “To be part of
that inspiration for other people, to
feel something this strong, is amaz-

Tuesday morning before the con-
cert at Bass Hall, Yang returned to
TCU, gave a brief demonstration of
her skills and participated in a ques-
tion-and-answer session in the Pep-
siCo Recital Hall.

“It’s a huge pressure to be back in
Bass Hall by yourself,” Yang said. “It’s

Love of music drives Van Cliburn winner

too big. The stage is too big. The hall
is too big. It’s just big.”

The first piece she performed was
Brahms’ “Variations on a Theme by
Paganini.”

“Brahms Paganini variations are the

most difficult pieces I try to play,”
she said, laughing. “It’'s so emotion-
ally draining.”

“l know I can play the challeng-
ing pieces,” Yang said. “I just have to

find it in me.”

Luke Palan, a freshman criminal jus-
tice major, said during his survey of music

See PIANIST, page 2

MICHAEL BOU-NACKLIE / Photo Editor

Joyce Yang peforms in the PepsiCo Recital Hall
on Tuesday moming for students and faculty.
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class he studied the Van Cliburn
competition and had to attend
three concerts during the semes-
ter. Palan heard about Yang and
decided to go to the concert.

“1 enjoy listening to the pia- |
no,” Palan said. “After watching |

the 2001 competition in class,
(Yang) was everything I was
expecting.”

Yang said people always ask
her when she fell in love with the
piano. She always says she never
fell in love with the piano, she fell
in love with the music.

Yang said she will never reach

the point where a piece can't get |
any better. One day she’ll know |
exactly what she’s doing but |
then she won't be nervous any- |
more and the adrenaline will be |

gone.

She said the adrenaline is what |

drives her.

“I did a concert here in Fort |

Worth with a symphony for a
bunch of second- and third-grad-
ers,” Yang said. “It was a mess. |
was very distracted because the
kids had never been to a con-
cert before. They were running
around, clapping when they
weren't supposed to, even shout-
ing.”

After the show, someone told
Yang there was a little girl cry-
ing in her seat because the music
was so moving.

pretation, but the hard part is
getting those interpretations to
work and show through on stage,
she said.

“Playing music for an audience
is a very intimate thing,” Yang
said. “If you are happy doing it,
it’s the most rewarding job. It's
| a very emotional occupation. If

I only move one person in the
zludicncc, I know it's worth il."

~ STADIUM

From page
can work on other activities
besides football.

“The player’s club will serve as
a place where the football team
can relax and hang out,” Fawc-
ett said. “It will consist of mul-
tiple television monitors, so the
team can watch TV or play video

games.”

When the players hit the books,
they will be able to make their
way to the new academic space
located in the facility. Fawcett said
there will be seven tutor rooms
with computers as well as office

space.

The new addition will not
just be available to the football
and basketball teams. Fawcett
said there will be a large meet-
ing room that could be used for
other athletic and campus orga-

nizations.

The Athletic Complex Renova-
tion is scheduled to be complet-
ed by summer 2008, Andrews

“Playing music connects you |

to a side you never knew you
had,” Yang said. “It's worth all
the work. Even just one person
moved, like the little girl, makes
it worth it.”

One audience member com-
mented on Yang’s body move-
ment and facial expressions. She
smiled and said she

finds too many faults and criti-
cizes herself too much.

All pieces are open to inter- |

can never |
watch or listen to herself play, she |

| said.

[ m page ]

| down. She asked her husband
| to be friends with Moore

because she believed she had

seen Moore in her dreams

and that the
from God

encounter was
a message
[  Being careful as to not to
‘ Hall

| give too many details,
, )
wants his book

said he
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help students understand
how to journey through life
and overcome circumstanc-
€s:

Moore received the philan-
thropist of the year award for
his work in and around Fort
Worth last year, Hall said.

Moore, who spoke for
about five minutes toward
the end of the event, said he
thanked God for his mercy.

“It was God that allowed
me to go through what I
went through in this life,”
Moore said.

The book is ranked No. 2

in the biography section of

Amazon, Hall said.

Hall said the biography
will soon be turned into a
movie.

Chuck Dunning, assistant
director of TCU Transitions,
said life sometimes puts peo-
ple in situations where they
can feel some sort of inspi-
ration.

“I hope his story of inspi-
ration can reach all of us and
particularly those people
that are looking for ways to
be inspired,” Dunning said.
“I was just immensely moved
by how each of them heard
that call, felt that inspira-
tion in their own ways and
answered that even when it
was not easy.”

Cyndi Walsh, assistant
dean of Student Develop-
ment Services, said Hall was
invited to inspire students to
talk about the importance of
thinking beyond their pro-
fessions and careers. Stu-
dents need to broaden their
horizons and believe that
they can make a difference,
Walsh said.

The event was part of
the “R-Rated” theme for the
semester, which intends to
discuss rights, responsibilities
and respect via competitions,
lectures and conversations.

SOUTH

Text messages dangerous
when used behind the wheel

By GINA KIM
McClatchy Newspapers
SACRAMENTO, Calif. —
There are those things you
shouldn’t do, but you do them
anyway. You leave your con-
tact lenses in overnight. You
eat that last piece of pie. You
text-message while driving.
And even if you know that
driving while distracted is

dangerous, you tell yourself

that you're a good driver. You
know where all the letters are
on your phone or Blackber-
ry so you barely have to look
away from the road. Plus, it’s
just a quick message you need
to send off.

Well, it seems, you think just
like everyone else.

Nl\/[l\ll’ ¢

3 BEDROOM STUDENT CONDOMINIUMS
Starting at $245,000

AVAILABLE FALL 2008

(817) 923-9700

3517 S. UNIVERSITY DR.

FORT WORTH,

TX 76109

WILLIAMS
TREW

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

@ www.southuniversityc

\lso this week:

10 amto 7

the ® horned ® frog
. ear book
ande D\VD

10 am fo 5 pm Friday Sept 28

deefi @ niety

The 2006-2007 Yearbook is Herell

Pick yours up in the Studen t Cenfer Lobby/Lounge area

11 am fo 1:30 pm Monday Oct. 1 - Wednesday Oct. 3

Purchase price is 540 throughout Family Weekend

$70 offer Family Weekend

Yearbook l'lw'ln‘_l‘.![lllu for the
Monday Sepl 24-28

. : ¥
pm ® Siudent Center L.ounge

‘ 154}1\.

2007

Reading

_" 08 \1‘.‘”']01 N)l\

)
Room

enLfe ..com

2 CHRIS OBERHOLTZ / Kansas City Star via MCT
Experts say as text messaging has taken off, so has the number of car accidents

attributed to driver inattention due to text messaging.

About 90 percent of Ameri-
can adults think texting and
driving should be outlawed, a
Harris Interactive poll spon-
sored by Pinger instant voice
messaging service found. And
yet, 57 percent admit sending
a text while driving.

“Sociologists call it pluralis-
tic ignorance. It’s this concept
where reality applies to every-
body but me,” says Kevin Wehr,
an assistant professor of soci-
ology at California State Uni-
versity, Sacramento. “We justify
things because we think we’re
better or different from other
people. But, of course, we are
not better than others. We are
just as bad as the next folk.”

Text messaging has become

- HAUNTED HOUSE
in TEXAS ¢

a prevalent form of communi-
cation in today’s technology
age. Last year, 158 billion text
messages, or 300,000 per min-
ute, were sent in the United
States, according to CTIA, an
international association for
the wireless telecommunica-
tions industry. That’s up 95
percent from 2005, the asso-
ciation found.

So it makes sense that some
of those wireless messages are
sent by people navigating the
gridlock known as the mod-
ern-day commute; a scary con-
cept when nearly 80 percent
of crashes involve some form
of driver inattention, accord-
ing to a report by the National
Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration and the Virginia Tech
Transportation Institute.

The most common distrac-
tion: cell phone use, with the
act of dialing tripling the risk of
a crash, the report found.

Simply talking on a cell
phone affects your “functional
field of view,” says Erik Nelson,
a senior cognitive psychology
student at the University of
Kansas who is researching the
impacts of texting while driv-
ing. This means that because
you're concentrating on the
conversation, you have a form
of tunnel vision and are not
able to process what’s happen-
ing in your peripheral vision,
he says.

Texting demands even more
attention because a driver can’t
look at the road while typing.

“You have two visual stimuli
at the same time and you can’t
pay attention to them both,”
Nelson says. “So it’s that much
more dangerous.”
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