
Ophiophobiacs Take Notice 

Korea 
~ Snakes 

Shopkeepe~ .Says 
(Dead) Cure All. 

,By. PFC Gary Jennings 
HQ, KComZ, Taegu, Korea, 

Oct. 25-0phiophobiacs won't 
}ft like this story. 

n started like this. John the 

I phofographer and I were driv­
ing through Taegu when we 
came to this little shop. Darn­

I dest th hg, the shop was all full 
of snakes-live snakes, bottled 

l snakes, dried snakes, powdered n 1snakes .•• 
"What do you say, let's take 

Ko• a loo!,,"· I said. 
ons John began walking hastily 
ves backwards-he's an ophiopho­
lng hiac-but I hustled him into the 
my dark little shop. 
ers 
In• '\Ve were met by an elderly 
•en Korean gentleman who eyed us 

susplciously through the sinu-
t ous smoke of a long and sints• 

,,,di ter cigaret that d11ngled from 
t!~- 1 his lower ~ip, who said he was 
ny Dr. Paek. the shopowner. 
!ld "Nice place you got here," I 
ith said. "Tell me, do )'oU deal in 
re these reptiles or are you just 
i~ infested with them?" 
K· "They are my medlrines," he 

tn"' sald stiffly. "Old Ko'rean CUS· 
hi~ tom. I will show you. For in­

stance-say you have b'<1d head• 
ache, I give you this." l' leaned ,' 

of over the counter as l',1e r:im•, : .:Jk . ✓.. ,.. 
von maged among a stack \of Jars " \ A''' , \KE-S ~ ... ,.:.,,,,, .. ~.s'li*.,,,,.;,~;!ri 

a and brought up one in ,,•hich aj ,.., KE J.'\ S~1 'nakes bottled in sake don't look ver7 
l h 1· ti k 1 ·1 d apJletlzlng but owners of snake i;ho11s in Taegu will tell you 

m• greens 11 e sna ·e ay •~01 e ·1 the wind joy-juice in these bottles is very saleable as a cure­
ut- "Gee, swell,'' I said, from 11cross all. (U.S. Army Photo) 

'the room. "Got APC's blJat a 
an mile." I. • • • • • • • 
er "Or, if you have boils of' golt·i' snake, snake venom and snake's he began, thim froze in horror. 
of ers, I give you this," Dr. :r..;ae-k blood. "We were Just leaving," I 

ms continued, taking down fr~,m And, to people who like to pre• apologized to the stricken police­
a the wall a board-stiff length of pare their own medicine.~ to man, 

sna½e and waving it ln the <;ii- their own _recipies, he sells li~e "I should hope so!" he stam• 
d d rect1on of John, who shrie!,ed. snakes. Six_ hu~dred hwan will mered, and fled. He probably 
he t "How do you sell it?" I asked'. get you a mc_e llvely one. . was an ophlophoblac 
~,,a '':S)' the yard?'' John had Just begun to stir • 
::i,.,t. "N'o," said the doctor petulant•, feebly when an MP barged in. Ophiophoblacs, by the way, 

!,,, ly. "I grind it up." ! ""\Vhat's that jeep doing out" are people who can do very well 
~~ "A baby what?" asked Johll• there, parked in a no-parldng-lwHhout snakes, thank you. 
all thi>·Photographer. I 
ley "What'~ in that big l;lo;ic?" I 
ard asked, pointing. 

to "Oh, that's my wife's d~part-
ment," said the doctor, and 

. called out i,omethlng in Korean. ~3 "Show the gentlemen your pets, 
~ , my dear," said Dr. Paek, with 
n, an ev.H • chuckle. John and 
of I edged a littls! nearer the door. 

rd, 'Without a word, 1\Irs. Doctor 
w. led us to the box, opened it and 
ed motioned for u:i to lool, in. After J 

em we had peeped in, I went across 
the street and retrieved John, 
who was tryin~ frantically to 
shinny up II telephone pole. 

"How do you cool<; these 
things?" I a~ked, hypnotized by 
something that WIIS starin"' at 

1S me out of ll. Mason jar. 
1 ":No cook them," said the doc­
I 25 tor, chuckling at my ignorance. 
1~ext "Drink the juice. Snake bottled 
ore in saki." 
ese Vlith a surreptitious glance, 
cor- i1.bru,1t to make sure his wife had I 
th~- disappeared, he uncorked a jar 
·ee- full of snake and poured out a 

glass of '-!!'bat looked like ~warn p I 
re, water. n,. to sed it off with I 
of great lipsmacking while John! 
ill fainted. Airs. Doctor 1,ppeare_d 
aq In the doorway anrl glared nt 

W. her husband. He choked, cou~h- 1 
.es ed. gave a wealc laugh and said. 
na "Hae! a little headache, m'dear.'' 
tZ She muttered something in Ko• 

the 1-ean about drinking up the 
es profits. 
,a; While I chafed John's wrists. 
ns• attemptin"' to bring him back 
al-' to consciousness, Dr. Paek went 
na on to tell me something about 

"' the economics of his business. I 
Seems he imports his stock­

in-trad~ from farmers in the, 
outlying districts. When they 

In come to town to sell their rice 
a-1 or sorghum or whatnot, they 
: usually bring along a snake or 
• two they've picked up Jn their ·! • paddies. They sell them to Dr. 
n ' Paek, or to one of the other 

' snake doctors in Taegu: there 
s are several. 

Most of the doctor's trai'.le is 
in peddling the saki the snakes 
are pickled in. Depending on 

r the kind of snake and the kind 
of joy-juice in the bottle, he 
c'airns he can cure anything 1 
frm"l a nosebleed to the DT's. 

p~oducts are powdered 


