
Mr . Virgil E. Dernes , 
Bur ,a.u of Economic Geology , 
l uvtin 12 , : exas . 

Dear ir~il : 

1959 , Dec . 24 . 

.~e.ny t o.nks for your very prompt answer 
to my inquiry bout the Mitch 11 6ounty feature; I 
tni lk we both have th ri0ht idea F.nd "·ree, but I 
a going t purouo its little further for t'e satia-

ct:.on my own per , onal curiosity . Tr-ore is somo 
sligpt tilting of some of tl1e- rocks , but I minimj_zed. it 
becaase it certai 1ly didn ' t seem to rne to be □arked 
or siGni icant . I~ciuentally , consderable checking 
of soil i :i a d nround the crater with a. pretty big Alr i co 
magnet didn ' t t un up any magnetic fragment ut all . 

' m orry if I s ,don your toes n y 
one else •~ on the Odessa Cr ate r matter , but ' J f eeli ~s 
t at wa are prett~r ~ rong , -a.Yld yo uould b Furprised 
c...t t umb~r of eople .. o all ov_r the country who 
t o.J.k t e s nmc way . The procetlur-e the1·e was not at all 
justif1ad, in .y op i n i on . 

I have thou ht seriously about r ~torat1on. 
I wou d love to :. oe 1 t 1f there we.a any as t, urance the 
fe ture ,-mul ~hen re · 11 be l~ft that way and m in­
tained . It is ho elesE to thir.k the eneral .u ,11o would 
ever care about 1t because it is ~ot sufficiently s ectao­
ular . I saw no garb ge on my recent trip but a 1)pa rent l y 
the further stripping of t he subsi iary craters sponsored 
by the Barrin ers has resulted in some huge holes or 
caliche pits along th ' west side- -I ' m not sure what any­
thing iG out t ere ony more! 

Merry Christmas to you an your faij)ily , and 
t . anks again for your kindness in always being my per sonal 
geologist . 
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