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One year later, murders st

By Brandie Buckner-Sears
Writer

The past year has been one of fear
and caution for many Fort Worth resi-
dents.

One year after young Fort Worth
women mysteriously began to dis-
appear only to be found murdered or
never found at all, the first trial is
heduled to begin in the shooting

th of one of the victims.
Lise Griffin, 20, of southwest Fort
Worth, was found shot in the head
Jan. 9. Her body was discovered near

Fort Worth, Texas':fjif'i

some railroad tracks outside thecityof he could be sentenced the maximum

Benbrook, in Tarrant County and a
few miles southwest of Fort Worth.

penalty of life in prison. Goodin could
not receive the death penalty because

“It is important that the public be informed and
kept up to date in each case.’
H.L. WHITE, Fort Worth Police Department

sergeant

Michael Wayne Goodin, 19, has
been charged with Griffin’s murder
and his trial is scheduled to begin at
the end of October.

If Goodin is found guilty of murder,

he was not committing a felony at the
time the murder occurred, according
to Fort Worth Police Lt. H.L. White,
a member of the special task force
assigned to solve the case.

Goodin was arrested June 21 and

" remains in Tan'ant County Jail await-

ing trial.

Griffin is not the only murder

Since September 1984, 11 women
have disappeared and all but one of
the victims have been found mur-
dered. The other victim has never
been found at all.

On Jan. 10, Fort Worth Mayor Bob
Bolen announced the formation of a
special task force whose primary task
is to solve the murders.

Ironically, the task force was
announced the same day Griffin’s

body was identified.

“The task force has been reduced in
size somewhat from its inception due
to the fact that we are not getting the
influx of leads and information that
was coming into the task force origi-
nally,” White said.

Although the task force has de-
creased in size, White said there is no
indication that it will be dismantled
permanently.

White said the public is a major key
in solving the crimes.

“Someone may have seen some-
thing and not know that they saw
something,” White said. “Therefore,
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Hogs and Frogs - John Wharton and Ron Snyder, who work together at an insurance firm, got seats next to each other at Saturday’s game.
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Changes just aren’t Fair

Texas Star top spectacle at the State Fair

By John Paschal
Staff Writer

It's just not Fair. As 7-Up is the
Un-Cola, this is completely unFair. A
lot has changed. Seriously, it’s just not
Fair.

But every once in a while, a little
unFairness isn’t so bad, especially
when applied to the State Fair of
Texas.

The changes at Fair this year have
transformed the annual madhouse
into a glittering focal point. All eyes-
pairs of peepers that have witnessed
the heretofore unmentioned mon-
strosity include those of amazed Fair-
goers and concerned engineers who
built it-are on the Texas Star, a 212-
foot version of something people used
to call a Ferris wheel.

This is more like a Ferris tractor
tire. Twenty-one stories high, the
Texas Star makes the two adjacent ori-
ginal Ferris wheels look like training
wheels.

A View from the Top—Ask someone
else. Ask anyone who had patience
enough to stand in a line that would
have around the perimeter
of this wheel a few hundred times. It
was, however, a sight to behold at
night, this huge, upright sparkling

With hundreds of bursting pyroc-
lastics as its backdrop, Saturday

Best Supporting Actor-a tie. Mark
Twain and “Ten-foot” Tex sweep this
year's award for their portrayals of au-
dio-animated clones. “Ten-foot” Tex
is a 10-foot replica of his mentor,
world famous Big Tex.

But statements from a few onlook-
ers indicated that little Tex needs
some work on his delivery. They said
he sounds “stoned.” The company
that made him said little Tex is going
back to the shop for a few repairs.

The Twain robot leads a Dixieland
band of jazz-playing dogs-they're
robots-through a set of country-
western tunes ranging from “The
Gambler” to “Hang on Sloopy.™

Best Actor in a Cameo Appear-
ance-Mr. Corny. Fletcher (Corny
Dog) Industries’ mascot delivered a
riveting performance during Satur-

day’s parade. No one waves like Mr.
Corny.

Best Actors in a Comedy-"Profes-
sional” wrestlers Kevin and Kerry
Von Erich. The Von Erich brothers
beat their closest competitors, Gino
Heinandez and Chris Adams, on the
strength of the applausometer at Sun-
day’s World Class Championship
Wrestling Cotton Bow! Extravaganza.

Bumpkins from around the Metro-
plex had quite a day-hair and face
painted at various booths, custom-
made Gimme caps in the Marcadero
and an afternoon with the Von Erichs.

Best Actor, Worst Lines—the real
Big Tex.

Fairest of Them All Award-The
people who paid $4 to get in and be
looked at by other people who paid $4
win this one.

Dallas man stabbed
at State Fair of Texas

DALLAS (AP)- A 19-year-old Dal-

adding that the stabbing took place
around 8:05 p.m.

Although several people were in-
volved in the scuffle, only a single
assailant was sought in the stabbing,
the investigator said.

"Wepntontthedescnptlon to all
officers working the fair,” Johnson
said, adding no suspects were in cus-
tody hﬁe Sm(hy night.
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ill unsolved

it is important that the public be in-
formed and kept up to date in each

According to White, all the in-
formation received by the task force
indicates there are individual killers
in each case.

Early in the life of the task force, it
appeared the murders were related
because clues in the cases linked some
of the victims together, White said.

Griffin’s murder was the major
component linking the victims
together, White said. Since Goodin'’s
arrest, however, police have dismis-

Please see Local, Page 4.

Toyota
plant
possible

White makes
sales pitch

TOKYO (AP)- Facing admittedly
long odds, Gov. Mark White is ready
to invoke evervthing from population
shifts to the Mexican earthquake in
his bid for a new Toyota plant in
Texas.

White said he is prepared to pitch
the idea of “twin-plants” in Texas and
in Mexico, where some parts would
be manufactured in Mexico for assem-
bly in Texas.

He suggested such a venture would
boost the Mexican economy as well,
particularly in the aftermath of the
devastating earthquakes last month
that leveled much of central Mexico
City, killing at least 5,000 residents.

“The twin-plant concept has been
very effective,” White said; ealling it a
very.good oppartunity for Toyota.

“I view the disaster as an opportun-
ity for Mexico to take advantage of her
time of crisis, just as we took the
opportunity when we were faced
several years ago with a decline in our
oil prices,” White said.

White, who arrived here Sunday,
admits his trade mission to lure a new
Toyota plant to Texas is at best a long
shot. At least 22 states are attempting
to land the plant and the 3,000 jobs it
would generate.

Texas lost its bid this summer for
General Motor Corp.’s new Saturn
auto plant to Tennessee, largely be-
cause the state is so far from the major
population and distribution centers of
the Northeast and the Midwest.

“That’s the bad news,” White told
the Dallas Morning News. “The good
news is the population is moving our
way.

The Texas Economic Development
Commission already has sent Toyota
recommendations for five possible
plant sites in Texas: South Fort
Worth, Longview-Marshall, Hous-
ton, San Antonio and El Paso.

During his four day tour, White
will meet with U.S. Amhassador Mike
Mansfield and executives of Mitsu-
bishi and some Japanese banks doing
business in Texas, but his main task is
to talk to Toyota officials.

INSIDE

For the first time since anyone
can remember, TCU head coach
Jim Wacker showed the human
side of defeat. Wacker actually
appeared depressed after the 41-0
loss to Arkansas in front of a Pa-
rents Weekend crowd. Sports,
Page 6.

Approximately one vear ago, a
woman was abducted and later de-
clared missing. Since then, 10
other women have been kidnapped
and/or killed in the Fort Worth
area, vet the abductor(s) have not
been caught. Opinion, Page 2.

WEATHER

Early fall seems to be making a
comeback after a brief absence. -
Temperatures today will be war-
mer with the high in the upper 80s.
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