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TIME'S BUILDING 

BROADWAY AT FIRST 

:Mr .. Amon G! . Carter, 
Publisher, 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram, 
Fort Worth, Tex.as. 

Tuzy- dear Mr. Carter: 

LOS ANGELES, CAL. 

July 3, 1926 

MRS. MABEL OTIS-BOOTH 

It occurs to me that you are the best man in the country t o tace up with the 
American Automobile Association a proposi t ion to build a paved highway across 
the southern part of the United States from the Atlantic to the Pacific . 
Inasnuc h as there are now t wo or three transcontinental roads bu.,ilding between 
the t wo coasts, though none of them yet finished, a southern road which woul d 
be open every day in the year wou.ld s.erve a higher purpose than any of them. 
The Lincoln Hi ghway i s closed every year vdth snow f rom two t o three months, 
and all the ot her roads in the north are always closed a portion of each winter 
a s a result of snow. Vhen they are not actually impassable t hey are difficult , 
disagreeable and impractical, or unsatisfactory , du.ring the cold months . 

Our w.tomobile club here has been considering the starting of such a movement , 
but inasmuch as we are in a controversy and have been for several years with 
the American Automobile Association (fault in ou.r honest judgment all on their 
side) it ap pears likely that they would oppose it if we started the movement, 
whereas i f they could be induced to initiate su.ch a movement and 01.u· club here, 
117, 000 members strong, should join in and give its support , it wou l d be better 
tactics all around. 

There certainly is nobody more strat egically s itu.ated than you and. the other 
Texas newspapers, automobile clubs , Chambers of Commerce, et c., to inaugurate 
through the American Automooile Association, or in other wa~ an enterpr is.e 
that would yi eld as mu.ch in benefit to the whole pe ople of the country a s would 
a transcontinental paved r oad located far to the south, and therefor e usable 
every day in the year . 

The road could branch off fran the paved road leading from New York southward 
to Florida, then later on Chicago , Kansas City and othe r parts of the count r y 
would all promot e the building of lateral connections . 

11.'he Lincoln Hi ghway backers have been mak i ng a loud noise for lol these many 
years, but st ill the road is not entirely finished and the idea of a highway 
that is never closed up by the winter snows is bound to have a wide appeal , 
even to the broadminded inhabitants of the northern portions of the countr y. 

Vfuen such a road is built west to San Dieg o and Los "\ngeles , i t will connect 
direct ly with our Pacif ic Coast road that runs from Tiajuana on the Mexi can 
line and is now paved practically all the way along the coast clear to 
Vancouver . 
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If this sort of a road is built the New York , We I Er.g land or n or thern and 
eastern pe ople generally c ould drive i n comfort in the dead of the winter all 
the way from the ir ovm secti ons clear through t o Vancouver with out any 
weather or snow interferen ce . This \1ould enab le thousand s of people to cross 
the continent east and we s t du ring the winter mont hs , where now there is 
necessarily convarat ively light travel . 

The very greatly increa sed numbers traveling both ways during the wi nter would 
retu rn by the northern routes in the s p r ing and swnmer , and thus i t would 
actually have the effect of increasi ng the travel on the northern roads , so that 
nobody in the United States cou l d have any fault to find with such a project . 
In f act , I discussed the sub ject here ye sterday ,Iith a delegate to the National 
Editori al As sociation ' s conventi on here , who is Secretary of the Minneapolos 
or Minne sota :utomobile Assoc iat ion, and he told me t hat h is organization 
wou l d be delighted to help in promoting such a movement , - he stated that 
h is c lub ' s most se r i ous problem in winter was in assisting their members who 
travel east or west on account o f snow. 

Our automob ile club here has appropr iated about ~$25 , 000 wi t h the i dea of maki ng 
a spread i n announc:L."lg the advisability and necessity for the building o f such 
a paved highway and had intended pu.·tt ing their copy out at this time , but I 
have aske.d that they shall delay any definite a ction until we see i f we can ' t 
d o the more dip l omati c thing of gett ing Texas and the sou.th genera lly to 
i nitiate the mo vement and then let us back it up with our national advertising , 
vn1ich wil l a c quaint the pe ople o f the country generally with the scope , 
purp ose and detail s of the plan . 

re are practically certain that the American Au tomobile ssoc iation will oppose 
any idea that would s e em to orig inate with our club her e . 

e have already a paved road, both fr om Los Angeles and San Diego , to the 
Colorado Ri ver at Yu.ma and there is considerable pavi ng done on t he route 
that vrould undoubtedly be adopted through Arizona . There is reas on to 
believe that Ariz ona and New Mexico would both be g lad to join i n to the extent 
of doing the constru.ct ion v/Ork i n their sections with such government a i d a s 
they would receive f or their respective states , because i t would certainly 
be a b i g thing f or both of those commonweal ths . 

Whether there would be diffi culties in g etting the enthusiastic support and 
financ ial cooperation of the east ern s outhern state s I have no very defini t e 
i dea. If the newspapers would take it up and an organiza tion c ould be br ought 
into existenc e to st a.y on the job of stirring up the states, countie s , communi tie s 
and ci t i e s through whic h the road would pass to wor k out a coordinated plan of 
roads a l ready buil t that would become a part of the national high\va y there 
shoul dn ' t b e much trouble in getting ac t ion , though I assume as i s al;,,vays 
the case tha t ther e would be a l ocal fight a long a c ons ider able part of the 
line as to ju.st whe r e it s hould be l oca t ed. Sec t i ons of roads al r eady built 
for some por t i ons of t he d i stance coul d undoub t edly be de s ignated as a p art 
of the national sys.tern. 

It occurs to me t hat a g ood name f or it would be "All Year National Hi ghwey "• 
This name of it self would i ndicate that it was f r ee from snow blockades and 
would natural l y be open every da y i n the year . 

I shoul d like to have your r ea ction on th i s subjec t , allld if you can a ppl y 
some of your exce ss energy and organiz ing ab i l ity to such a movement you wi ll 
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most certainly be initiating an en terprise t hat will in the end be a gr eat 
national bless ing. 

With kindest regards, I am 

. ., -~ .. - ..,_ . _.,, __ _ 


