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DALLAS-Fun here in the cattle, crude oil and Caddillac country
means the annual State Fair of Texas.

And it should come as a surprise to nobody that this is the
biggest, brassiest, noisiest and sassiest fair in the country

Devoted almost exclusively to upholding the Texas reputation
for doing things bigger and better than anybody else and having the best
possible time doing it, the fair will pull an estimated 2,300,000 people
through its gates during its 16-day run, October 6-21.

This is about twice as many as any other fair in the nation
draws, and it's easy to see why Texans and people from all the other 47
states flock here every fall. Dallas is served directly by American Air-
lines

The fair comes at the most enjoyable time of the year in the
Lone Star State Blue Texas skies beam down on an assorted roundup of
merrymaking that Texans proudly claim makes their fair as different from
the usual conception of a state fair as a Texas barbecue is from a literary
tea

This is really a city slicker's fair, although the cattle, the
horses, the pigs and the sheep are on hand too

For example, one of the big attractions of the 1951 fair will be
"Guys and Dolls," current Broadway smash hit. This is the popular successor
to "South Pacific," another 1i'l ol' New York show that was the fair feature
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last year. "South Pacific" only broke every known record for a two-week
run in the history of the American theater.

"Guys and Dolls," with Allan Jones, Jan Clayton, Pamela Britton,
Julie Oshins and "Slapsie Maxie" Rosenbloom, is expected to do almost as
well. The Damon Runyon musical will play 24 performances in the air-con-
ditioned auditorium during the fair.

Right smack in the middle of the fabulous 187-acre showgrounds
is the Cotton Bowl stadium, with a capacity of 75,311. Some of the best
college football in the country is played here annually during the fair.

This year, the Southern Methodist Mustangs will take on Missouri
on the fair's opening day, October 6. Two New Year's Day bowl contenders,
Texas and Oklahoma, from the Cotton and Sugar bowls respectively, will clash
in a traditional fair classic October 13. Southern Methodist plays Rice In-
stitute in an important Southwest Conference game October 20

The country's largest cattle show, naturally, will be at the fair
this year, to amaze Texans who've never seen a cow except in the form of
beefsteak. It's the Pan-American National Hereford Show. Ranchers will
study the finer points of the whiteface aristocrats while their wives shop
for mink coats at Neimen-Marcus downtown.

And just to prove that this is really Texas, there'll be a cutting
horse contest featuring cow ponies that are a lot smarter than some people.
This is a rodeo-type event, but you'll never see these horses in Madison
Square Garden; they're too valuable out on the range, cutting cattle out
of herds for shipment.

The Midway-even Texas couldn't have a state fair without a midway-
is one of the gaudiest, gayest and gol-darndest fun zones there is When the
barkers bawl "step right up," they add "podner."
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State Fair Park, with buildings and facilities conservatively
valued at $35,000,000, was developed for the Texas Centennial and Pan-
American expositions in 1936-37, but it has been improved and expanded
until it can hold its own as a setting for a spectacle with almost any
world's fair.

High on the list of attractions are the park's permanent museums,
all of which have special exhibits for the fair.

In the Museum of Fine Arts, for example, the famous painting
"Washington Crossing the Delaware" is on exhibit. This is a loan from
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. And there are also exhibits
of old masters, modern paintings and western paintings by Tom Lea.

The other museums are the Aquarium, fourth largest in the nation;
Museum of Natural History, which has every kind of Texas varmint stuffed
and mounted except a cattle rustler; Health Museum, one of the few in the
country, and the Hall of State, shrine to the rootin', tootin' heroes and
history of Texas.

These are just a few of the things the fair has to offer. There's
a science show, an agriculture show that's a long way from the usual prize
ears of corn and oversize pumpkins, all kinds of industrial and commercial
exhibits, a famous ice show, a thrillcade of auto daredevils.

So the nation's largest annual exposition looks forward to another
record-breaking fair that will see visitors consume some 150,000 boxes of
fried chicken, 200,000 candied apples, two carloads of potatoes for French
fries, 50,000 cones of cotton candy, 2,500,000 hamburgers and hot dogs,
1,500,000 sacks of popcorn, 2,000,000 snow cones, 10,000,000 bottled drinks
and 50,000 gallons of ice cream.

When anybody gets a tummy-ache in Texas, podner, it's a whopper too.
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