v1ct10n.—R1ch _Boast
She Asserts

AUSTIN, Tex. Nov, 28——-0ffermg a
reward of $500 for the al‘rest and con-
the prohlbitlon

laws of any person wo;th more than

v1ctxon, ffor ‘violating

$5 000, Governor Mulam A. Ferguson

today sued a formal statement scor-

¢ f_fhlgh brows” of Texas.

éﬁé;: 'c'ﬁzﬁacterized' the prohibition
act as ‘“one for the rich and agamst
the boor.” She declared in her state-
ment that rich people in Texas were
daily holatmg the prohibition laws,
it,” while the

penitentiary “was being filled with

“aﬁ‘df’ boasting  about

“poor dev1ls ‘who carrled a mere pmt
w T hips.” £y
The woman governor made scathing

remarks . about judges who drank

liquor themselves""a:nd sentenced home

/"1/ her statement

north Texas newspaper publisher._v‘dis-

s\he declared a
pensed pints “by the dozen and went
and undey?fed

men yearly were being sent to the

scot free while - poor
penitentiary for violating the prohibi-
tion law in that c1ty for possessmg
only one thin p1nt %

She said, in effect, if the rich were
to be allowed to go free lfor ligﬁmr
violations and the igoor sent ,’toithe
penitentiary, “then ju’stiee becomes a
mockery aJJd law becomes a stench in
the nostmls of al law-abiding citizens.

The governor challenged the Meth-
odists of the state to “get out and
help ‘clean up the liquor joints," say-
ing there would then not be any call
to _issue so many pardons.

At. their state conventine recently,
the Methodist state conference passed
‘relsolutions, condemning the Fex_‘guson
pardon reeord, : :

The woman governor asserted her
funds were limited, but that she
would use every cent available to con-
tinue the reward. The statement fol-|
lows: : ]
. “I Miriam A, Ferguson, goyernor of
this state, chafged with enforcement
of the laWs of the state, do hereby of-

fer a reward of $500 for the arrest .

and conviction of any citizen of this
state for violating the liquor ’.laﬁrs‘,
who "is worth in property or money as
much as $5,000
command are hmxted but. I wlll use

i)

every cent avalla,ble to gontmue thls !

reward,
i Lo

%

enrorcemeht

laws

i o Jiquor | |

1

of Bi‘eakmg Dry Laws,

judge in a central Texas city can tv'y

Fbootleggers and send them to the pen- ||

itentiary and at the same time drink |

bootleg liquor; if wealthy = business

men can fill - their lockers

full of f

11quor and boast in company about

how much they ha.ve and the bra,nd
they . have and not be molested while

the . pemtentlary is being ﬁlled w1th 1

poor devzls who have neither frlends

or money, Who have beenv found guilty

of making a little

consumption,

liquor for hom
then indeed, when all
these things happen, justice loecome"
a moekery and the law becomes a
stench in the nostrils of all law-abid-
ing peope.; ;

| aﬁl not undertaking to' justify th
poor people’ 'in the  violation of thi

law, but I' here, now, call upon ' the

i

officers in this state from the' bene
down ‘to put the same law in ' forece
against’ the rich  that is now bein

put in force against the poor. Let ou

Method‘:{st friends ‘who' seem to be 80

much exercised :about the pardon
power to get busy and help us dete
and convict: a few ‘of the highbrow
we will have then done a great thing'
for
have then shown to the world that in

this ‘land of democracy  all men,

_gardless of their: wea,lth or si;a.hpﬂ are|:

equal.-before the law.: _

. “If the rich lof this ‘couiit-ryr"were
not patronizing ‘so many  bootleggers
and aiding and abetting _t-heﬁi to vio-
late the law, the bootleggers would

| have to go out of business. If those

who are so prone to eriticise my  ad-
ministration for lack of enforcement

of the liquor : laws, are sincere in

vtheir charges, I now tender them an
opportunity ito join me in the arrest|

and ‘detection of those who are most
to blame for wiolation of the liquor
laws. X

“Done at Austin, in the executive
office, ' this’ 28th ' day of November,
1925, :
2 (_’Si‘g\n'ed.)'%" :
 “MIRIAM ‘A, FERGUSON,

b l‘f(}(jvernol“ of Texas.”
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law enforcement, and we will [



