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The Vagina Monologues are
back on campus this week-
end to celebrate V-Week.
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OPINION

Hello Kitty designs on weap-
ons make for bad giftt and
unfriendly smiles.
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SPORTS

Plans for a new TCU sports
fan club move forward.
PAGE 8

School of Education graduates help fill area deman

By CHARLES RICE
Staff Reporter

As the demand for second-
ary math, science and bilingual
elementary school teachers con-
tinues to grow, TCU education
graduates are apparently hot
commodities.

TCU students get picked up

right away by area school dis-
tricts, said Molly H. Weinburgh,
director of the Institute of Math-
ematics, Science and Technolo-
gy Education for the College of
Education.

“There are principals around
the Metroplex who say they
would take a less-than-stellar

OBAMANIA

TCU graduate over a stellar some-
one else,” Weinburgh said.

Finding certified teachers in
those areas is something that
continues to be a struggle not
just in Fort Worth but all over,
Weinburgh said.

However, Weinburgh said she
feels TCU students are well pre-

pared not only in their content
knowledge but also in how they
are taught to teach it.

Terry Buckner, director of
recruiting initiatives for the Fort
Worth Independent School Dis-
trict, said TCU does well at send-
ing students to schools in the
district to get firsthand experi-

ANDREW CHAVEZ / Editor-in-Chief

llinois Sen. Barack Obama speaks to a crowd at Reunion Arena in Dallas during a campaign stop Wednesday. About 17,000 people packed the arena to hear the
presidential hopeful make a pitch for Democratic votes for the upcoming Texas presidential primary, which could be a deciding factor in the national race.

Road to presidency winds through Dallas

By HILARY WHITTIER
Staff Reporter

Barack Obama, said about 30 students
went to the rally representing TCU’s

The noise was nearly deafening as
about 17,000 people rallied to support
Sen. Barack Obama, D-IIl. on Wednesday

at Reunion Arena in Dallas.

Obama said the country is at a defin-
ing moment in history for politics and
referenced Martin Luther King Jr. early

in his speech.

“I am running because of what Dr.
King called the ‘fierce urgency of now,”

Obama said.

Cathi Hoag, a graduate student and out-
reach coordinator for TCU Students for

group.

She said Obama draws in young people
to his campaign because of his message
of change and his magnetic personality
that other presidential hopefuls lack.

“It’s a huge representation for our gen-
eration to be a part of this,” said Dani

choice by electing a president who could
change the nation, he said.

“Im here to report that my bet has paid

Folks, a junior social work and anthro-

that matters.”

Obama said it’s time for Texas to vote
blue. He’s betting on American people
of all ages and walks of life to make a

pology major. “We can be the generation

off and the American people have been
vindicated,” Obama said.

Gregg Cantrell, a professor of history
at TCU, said he supports Obama because
the nation is at a point in history where

See OBAMA, page 2

DAILYSKIFF.COM

Watch and listen to
an online slideshow of
scenes from the rally.

ence, such as tutoring, student
teaching and even substituting,

“The training at TCU is great,”
Buckner said.

While TCU may not be filling
all of the area’s needs, Weinburgh
does feel students in the School
of Education are well-prepared,
she said.

University

“Our elementary (graduates)
are much better prepared to
teach science and math than
many other systems,” Weinburgh
said. “It’s not unusual for elemen-
tary people to take one methods
course where math and science
are combined. Ours have two in

See TEACHERS, page 2

may be

2nd in Texas to offer
child-life emphasis

By HILARY WHITTIER
Staff Reporter

Injuries, painful procedures
and prolonged stays at hos-
pitals can increase a child’s
anxiety and fears. However,
students may soon have an
opportunity to study a field
that works to alleviate a child’s
stress when hospitalized.

A child-life option within
the School of Education will be
proposed in March. If approved
by the faculty, undergraduate
and graduate councils before
the end of the semester, the
program will be available for
students beginning next fall,
said Mary Patton, associate
professor of early childhood
education.

Patton said if approved, it
will be available as a graduate
option for counseling majors
and early childhood education
majors in the three-two pro-
gram, an option that allows
students to combine a bach-
elor’s degree with a Master of
Education in five years.

Along with Texas State Uni-
versity, TCU would be the only
other university in Texas to
have a child-life program.

Students interested in the
field will be expected to take
courses in areas such as child
development, family dynam-
ics, sociology, counseling
and expressive therapy, Pat-
ton said.

“This added option would
help significantly,” said Ashton
Niemann, junior early child-
hood education major. “It
would allow students more
opportunities to go directly

into the graduate program and
not be limited in choices for
those who plan to pursue a job
as a child-life specialist.”

Child-life specialists are
also referred to as “play ther-
apists” and are experts in child
development. They encourage
children to cope with difficult
medical situations through
play, education and self expres-
sion, Patton said.

“I think this is a response to
student interest and a need in
the field of child life,” Patton
said. “We always try to be on
the cutting edge for programs
students are interested in and
ones in which we are able to
find a foundation for.”

Sharon McLeod, senior clin-
ical director of the child-life
department at Cincinnati Chil-
dren’s Hospital Medical Center,
said individuals who partici-
pate in child-life programs do
better on the certification exam
that graduates are required to
take before becoming a spe-
cialist.

McLeod said she interviews
people wanting to obtain a
child-life position and has
noticed that the ones who have
gone through the program dur-
ing college are stronger candi-
dates for employment.

“I think the College of Edu-
cation has a reputation of pre-
paring remarkable teachers of
young children,” Patton said.
“Our graduates are in great
demand throughout the state
and I think this initiative is
another option responsive
to the needs of the commu-
nity.”

Student filmmakers hold auditions for pilot of comedy series

By BIBEK BHANDARI
Staff Reporter

Are you Audrey — a
24-year-old sassy, hardwork-
ing perfectionist who does
whatever it takes to get to
the top?

The radio-TV-film depart-
ment is on a hunt to find
characters for its pilot, “A
Fork in the Road,” through
open auditions today.

Maggie Truitt, a senior
radio-TV-film major and an
executive producer, said the
pilot is a department-wide
production based on an idea

%

WEATHER
TODAY: Showers,

TOMORROW: Mostly sunny, 55/35
SATURDAY: Sunny, 61/42

some of the students had in a
dramatic writing class.

“A Fork in the Road” is
a story about Audrey, who
works for a Fortune 500 com-
pany and gets relocated in
a small South Carolina town
to run the Lazy River Cafe,
Truitt said. The story moves
as she comes across a group
of country people including
Stewart, a celebrity chef who
was kicked off his TV show
after a scandalous event.

“She comes into the situ-
ation and shocks everyone,”
said Katherine Beattie, a

senior radio-TV-film major
and another executive pro-
ducer of the pilot.

can be compared to Monica
from “Friends.”

18 to 34 demographic,” she
said.

Truitt said her personality

Beattie said “Fork in the

Road” has a female lead and
the pilot has a wide appeal.

“We’re trying to reach the

Truitt said the team is han-

dling standard auditions and
has asked talent agencies in
the Dallas/Fort Worth area to
showcase their talent for the

PECULIAR FACT

57/36
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ANN ARBOR TOWNSHIP, Mich. — Plants
believed to be marijuana were seized from
a greenhouse in the University of Michigan’s
botanical gardens.

— Associated Press
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has some character sketches
and profiles but the auditions
may have surprises.

open mind,” he said.
radio-TV-film major and one

of the pilot’s writers, said it
would be exciting to see the

pilot. She also said she hopes
to see TCU students in the
casting call. Charles LaMen-
dola, a radio-TV-film instruc-
tor, and a group of students
associated with the pilot will
cast it.

LaMendola said the team

“We’ll try to go in with an

Brittany Teague, a senior

TODAY'S HEADLINES

script come alive.

“I'm excited to see my

vision appear in the audi-
tions,” Teague said.

“A Fork in the Road” is

a 22-minute pilot, unlike
radio-TV-film’s most recent
production, “Southern Com-
forts,” which was 10 episodes
and aired spring 2007, Truitt
said.

“We want quality produc-

tion values,” Truitt said. “We
want one final product that
we can show and a quality
episode.”

The shooting for “A Fork in

NEWS: Legal drug gains popularity, page 4

OPINION: USDA needs to

step up regulations, page 3

2 =

¥

SPORTS: Men’s basketball tops CSU at home, page 6

the Road” starts April 3, and
the team hasn’t decided when
and which channel the pilot
will be aired on, Teague said.
DVDs will also be available
for sale after its airing.

FOR YOUR INFO
‘A Fork in the Road’
auditions

When: 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. and 7

p.m. to 9 p.m. today
Where: Studio B in Moudy
South.

CONTACT US

Send your questions,
compliments, complaints
and hot tips to the staff at
NEWS@DAILYSKIFF.COM
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as well as elementary bilingual
teachers, Buckner said. The dis-
trict also issues reoccurring sti-
pends of $2,000 a year for math
and science teachers and $3,500
for bilingual teachers, he said.

Holly Stringer, a senior educa-
tion major, said she likes the idea
of signing bonuses.

“I think it’s a good idea. Math
and science teachers right now
are definitely at a shortage,”
said Stringer. “I think offering
the bonus would be a good way
to lure people in that are in that
profession.”

Weinburgh said TCU is produc-
ing a good number of teachers
given its small size.

Buckner said the school dis-
tricts are doing things to encour-
age more students to go into these
fields, such as creating a new
Web site, ramping up recruiting,
increasing marketing and hold-
ing information sessions, Buck-
ner said.

“We need to encourage more

TEACHERS
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math alone and two in science
alone.”

Buckner said the problem the
district is facing isn't the quality of
teachers but the quantity. Getting
teachers in these fields is becom-
ing difficult, Buckner said.

“Nobody is training secondary
math teachers, (TCU) is training
some and we grab them up,” she
said.

Clint Bond, FWISD spokes-
man, said more than 200 recent
TCU graduates apply in the dis-
trict each year. Because TCU isn't
the only school not producing
enough graduates in the need-
ed fields, the district hires from
other places as well, including
state, out-of-state and interna-
tional schools, Bond said.

In an effort to fill needed posi-
tions, the district is beginning to
offer $3,000 signing bonuses to
certified elementary and second-  students to go into education at a

ary math and science teachers secondary level,” Buckner said.

OBAMA

From page 1

Obama can inspire people in a
way the public craves.

“He wasn’t born with a silver
spoon in his mouth,” Cantrell
said. “What he has done in his
life, he has done on his own.”

Cantrell, who holds the Lowe
Chair in Texas history, said the
importance of the youth vote
during this election is palpa-
ble.

The indications from the pri-
maries so far show there has
been a massive youth vote
turnout. The American peo-
ple and its youth seem to think
Obama is the most poised of
the candidates to be the agent
of change supporters desire,
Cantrell said.

Obama said the changes
he hopes to implement, such
as creating a stronger educa-
tion system by making college
affordable, restoring the econo-
my by cutting taxes and ending
the war in Iraq, will challenge

the status quo and get results
the American people want.

Throughout his speech, the
crowd erupted in rock concert-
like cheers, while holding up
signs that read “hope” or “a
change we can believe in” that
were distributed by the cam-
paign staff.

When former Dallas Mayor
Ron Kirk spoke before Obama
stepped onstage, he quickly
responded to the roar of the
crowd.

“If we had been this loud,
maybe the Mavericks would
have beaten the Warriors the
other night,” he said. “But
we’re going to bring this one
home.”

Also speaking was NFL Hall
of Famer Emmitt Smith, who
elicited cheers from the crowd
when he spoke before Obama.
He said he believes everyone in
support of Obama’s campaign
is on the right team.

Obama urged supporters to
vote as soon as possible, before
the scheduled Texas primary

Improvements to television slated for ‘09

By BOB FERNANDEZ
The Philadelphia Inquirer

be mailed out Tuesday.
; : About 2.6 million households

PHILADELPHIA — The have already requested more than
nation’s over-the-air TV broad- five million coupons, a govern-
casters are going digital. ment official said Friday.

In exactly one year, on Feb. If a person requests a coupon
17, 2009, broadcasters will stop now, it will take a month or lon-
ger to get it because of the ini-
tial five-million-coupon backlog,
the official said. After the backlog
is cleared, it should take two or
three weeks between the time a
coupon is requested and when
it arrives. Coupons are valid for
90 days.

As long as they last, consumers
can request the coupons through

beaming the analog signals
they've used since the dawn of
TV time and switch entirely to
digital.

The new signals — already
being broadcast by some stations
— offer TV viewers brighter and
clearer picture quality and will
expand the number of over-the-
air channels for local broadcast-

Television transmission

On February 17, 2009, television /
stations will turn off their analog channels
and broadcast exclusively in digital. 7{
How the signals differ: /

Option for

igital
g wide-screen format

' Any interference
easily corrected,
. clean crisp image

/

/

Antenna outside and
“rabbit ears” receive
broadcast signals

Susceptible to
interference and

"snow,"” makes !
picture less clea

March 4.

“If we win Texas,” he said.
“We will win the nomination
and will win this country. We
will change America.”

The next rally for Obama

ANDREW CHAVEZ / Editor-in-Chief
A group of TCU students waits in line Wednesday near the entrance of Reunion
Arena in Dallas to hear presidential hopeful Barack Obama speak.

will be 10:30 a.m. Thursday
in San Marcos, followed by a
debate against Hillary Clinton
scheduled to take place that
night at the University of Tex-
as in Austin.

RED HUBER / Orlando Sentinel via MCT

The space shuttle Atlantis prepares to land Wednesday at the Kennedy Space
Center in Florida after completing a 13-day mission.

Shuttle’s safe return home
starts year in space travel
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ers, allowing them to compete March 31, 2009, and redeem them By PHIL LONG Leinbach, shuttle launch Gl
with cable and satellite. at stores through July 7, 2009, the — McClatchy Newspapers director. to decos
If you didn’t know about the government says. Si9"a| transmission CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. The Atlantis crew blast- having :
so-called digital transition, or if The digital transition was first — These are busy times in ed off Feb. 7 carrying the design «
you've postponed thinkingabout ' mandated in 1996 federal tele- space. European Space Agency’s most da
it, stop dillydallying. communications legislation. Its 7 The space shuttle Atlan- Columbus Laboratory, a one cou
Start preparing. implementation was delayed Data bits” transmit display Magnetic/u/;;VG;g tis glided to a safe land- 23-foot-long module for A vid
Twelve years in the making, until a deficit-reduction measure and sound in 1s and Os transmit display ing at the Kennedy Space science research. tures Jir
the digital-TV transition will in 2005 forced the February 2009 * Allows for high-definition and sound : Center on Wednesday, even Besides commander where
force households with over-the- deadline. Washington tied the dig- capability : * Standard method since as crews were busy on the Steve Frick and pilot Alan with all
; o : ; ] e B . » Better sound and picture inception of television ’ i3 { A
air reception into these choices: ital transition to raising billions of o ARkl s Skt N Bl it e launchpad a few miles away Poindexter, the Atlantis Bryat
Get cable or satellite. The cable dollars for the U.S. Treasury by SrEpicNei Yigiog P27 MOy preparing for the next of crew included American the Ariz
industry has said it will continue  selling the part of the electromag- about a dozen flights sched- mission specialists Stan- of polic
to carry analog signals until 2012, netic spectrum that carried the a minute of advertising dur- ‘We did not want to get into uled for this year. ley Love, Leland Melvin video ti
so people can use older TVs. analog signals. The new uses for ing the Super Bowl — and is messaging on converter boxes Preceded by the famed and Rex Walheim. The like this
Buy a new TV with a digital the spectrum include carriage for expecting the broadcast indus- when there were no converter sound of twin sonic booms, crew also included Ger- ous bec
tuner. public-safety radios, and, poten- try to do its part to inform the boxes available for shoppers,” the gleaming shuttle sloped man astronaut Hans Schle- police ¢
Purchase a digital-to-analog tially, wireless services. public. Ingram said. through chilly blue skies gel and French astronaut ing him
converter subsidized with a $40 Broadcasters will obtain addi- The broadcasters association The digital transition, experts punctuated with white Leopold Eyharts. an attac
coupon from the government. The tional channels in the digital has said it will spend $1 bil- agree, could be bumpy. Con- puffy clouds, bringing seven Eyharts stayed behind Ora
converter, like a cable set-top box, transition, giving over-the-air lion on public service ads and sumers will have to choose a crew members home from to serve a stint on the ily pick
will plug into analog TVs. customers more choices, offi- grassroots outreach to help converter box and install it. their construction mission space station, and Atlan- thinkin,
The government has budget- cials say. with the transition. Other issues could devel- to the International Space tis brought back U.S. astro- and pul
ed $1.5 billion for the $40 cou- People who bought TVs in The group has broadcast op. Station. Next is the March naut Daniel Tani, whose police ¢
pons and began taking requests the last few years might be OK, 30-second public service Centris, a market-research 11 launch of the Endeavour mother was killed in a Dec. ¢ was rea
for them — maximum of two per experts say. The question is advertisements since Septem- firm with offices in Los Ange- shuttle that will transporta 19 car accident while he with the
household — over the phone and  whether the new TV has a digi- ber. Broadcasters have been les and Fort Washington, said Japanese logistics module was serving an extended I'm al
online in early January, said Bart tal tuner. If it does, youre OK. criticized for airing many ads last week in a new study that to the station. tour aboard the orbiting Amend:
Forbes, spokesman for the Nation-  If it doesn’t, you're not. in the middle of the night millions of TV households may Space officials are excit- laboratory. thers th
al Telecommunications & Infor- The government has budgeted when no one saw them. Sher- need to upgrade their roof-top ed about getting so many With Atlantis’ safe return, tant enc
mation Administration. $5 million to advertise the digital maze Ingram, spokeswoman and rabbit-ear antennas to launches off the ground the Navy can begin trying Bill of ¥
The first batch of coupons will  transition — enough to buy about  for the NAB, said the ads run receive digital signals. this year. to shoot down a failed spy pass ba
— “all hours of the day.” “You got a lot of holes,” “I don’t consider this a satellite that has started to
| The NAB released three new said Barry Goodstadt, a Cen- hectic pace or any kind of fall out of orbit.
public service advertisements tris senior vice president. “Not pressure on us,” said Bill The Department of
LSAT GRE GMAT MCAT DAT OAT PCAT TOEFL to stations Friday and plans a only may you have to get a con- Gerstenmaier, NASA associ- Defense did not want to *
30-minute informational show, verter box, you may also have ate administrator for space fire a missile at the satel- a
Ingram said. to buy an antenna for this.” operations. lite while the shuttle was
FREE L “It feels really good to in space because of the The I
be having missions back- slim chance that the shut- culture
to-back like this again. It tle might encounter debris about t]
almost feels like the mid- from the destroyed satellite beef in
‘90s again,” said Mike during its return to earth. —gett
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