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Halac dreams in French 
By Karen McLain 

BUSINESS WOMAN: Karen Halac spent 1982 working for a corporation in France. Sb 
helped to decide her future.   DAVID ROBISON  TCI  Daily skid 

internship 

There is a story of a man who 
chased his dreams-his future-only 
to be borne hack ceaselessly into the 
past. For his dream would always 
elude him like the green light he saw. 
The story was that of The Great 
Gatsby. 

But dreams are not always so 
elusive. 

Karen Halac's dream at 14 was to 
return to France, where her grand- 
parents had briefly taken her on 
vacation. 

This dream began to be realized .1 
little more than a year ago. when she 
traveled to France to stuck. Its 
realization has since grown to in- 
clude an internship with the largest 
industrial corporation in France and 
an engagement t<> a young Fren- 
chman who plans to practice in- 
ternational law. 

Halac is back at TCI) now. She is a 
senior with a double degree in 
marketing and French. Her brown 
hair glows with red highlights. She 
lias a read) smile and great empathy 
tor ever) one. 

When she speaks <>| France her 
smile becomes a little wider —the 
concern in her eves a little deeper. 

Halac went to France last spring as 
a junior to take classes ,il the Institute 
ol    European   Studies,   where   she 
enrolled in theater, architecture, art 
and history. Late in the semester she 
applied for an internship with the 
Group Services ol France b) sub- 
mitting a proposal outlining the area 
in which she would like to work. In 
her proposal. Halac said she wanted 
to concentrate on sales, marketing 
and a comparison ol the business 
techniques used in France and the 
United States. 

The application tested Halac's 
ideas and her knowledge ol the 
company. Her proficiency in French 
was tested through an interview with 
All red Fontenilles, the director ot the 
institute, she said. 

The application process is fairly 
selective, Halac said. She was the 
only student from the institute chosen 
to intern last semester. Two were 
chosen the year before. 

As an intern at (JSF, Halac said 
she prospected lor customers m an 
attempt to set up contracts. She also 
helped analyze the failures and 
successes ol the sales force, calculate 
the costs ol woik sites, and assisted III 
personnel training sessions 

Bui respect .is .1 professional in .1 
11 iuntr) w here women are not ac- 
cepted in business was nut easil) 
gained, 1 lalac said. 

In France, there is .in employment 

('ontinued on page 2 
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Halac - 
quota structure that includes women, 
Halac said. But while many women 
are employed at CSF, the majority 
have jobs as maids, secretaries and 
receptionists. 

Frenchmen have a distorted view 
of American women too, Halac said. 

"They mav expect the James Bond 
type of sex svmbols. or thev may hope 
for a Jane Fonda . . . but as far as 
serious business, that's very much a 
man's world," she said. 

In a company where Halac was the 
only woman working in a 
professional capacity, Halac said that 
she felt a strong responsibility to be a 
good example ot American 
businesswomen. 

"All eves were upon me to see how 
I conducted myself - whether or not I 
dated the men I worked with, 
whether I talked about business or 
social life," she said. 

But Halac, who a vear ago won 
Nebraska's Small Business Ad- 
ministration award for a consultation 
project in marketing, was able to 
make the transition into the business 
world. 

And respect was finally gained, she 
said, when she was sent on a trip to 
the the Croup Services headquarters 
on the Riviera. There Halac was 
instrumental in getting a contract. 

Halac had been asked to help the 
head of the sales division to prospect. 
Usually the French will talk for 20 
minutes before starting business 
discussions, she said, but on this day 
the head of the sales division was 
having problems making con- 
versation, 

Halac noticed a picture on^ the 
office wall of a plane being flown 
over a chateau. By asking the 
prospect about it, she managed to 
start a discussion. The prospect 
himsell had been flying an American 
bomber over the Loire chateau area 
when the picture was taken. They 
realized that he had trained at an Air 
Force base where  Halac  had  once 

lived. 
"That week was the capstone of my 

work with CSF," Halac said. It was a 
capstone because she finally gained 
respect as an equal. 

Halac said the French business 
world is a unique phenomenon. Their 
work day is much different than in 
the United States, for example. 

"People roll in when they feel like 
it," she said. Then they shake hands 
with everyone in the office before 
they go to work. A few hours later 
they break for lunch. 

The men go to the good 
restaurants, and the women go to the 
bad restaurants, Halac said. After the 
two-hour lunch, which is the main 
meal in France, the men return to 
play pingpong. Only two hours are 
lelt to work in the_afternoon. 

Often business meetings are held 
over lunch. At these times Halac 
could discuss the similarities and 
differences in sales techniques in 
France and the United States. She 
would also bring up the use of 
computers by U.S. companies., 

This field is of much interest in 
Furopean countries like France, 
where computers are just beginning 
to be incorporated into business, 
Halac said. 

Some things are the same 
worldwide, however. One luncheon 
was _ interrupted^ by a young 
executive's overzealous behavior. 
This ended abruptly when he backed 
his Mercedes into another car during 
an attempted pass. 

Halac smiled as she recounted the 
story. 

"In France you have to have a 
sense of humor to adapt," she said. It 
was with a sense of humor, as well as 
an occasionally blushing face, that 
Halac learned French etiquette. 

The French will often end a phone 
call by saying, "I kiss you," said 
Halac. recounting _<>ne particularly 
embarrassing incident. Literally 
there   are   two  words   for   "kiss" — 

"baiser" and "enibrasser." Halac 
ended a phone caH using "baiser." 
Her friend immediately laughed and 
corrected her, Halac said. 

The problem? "Baiser" has become 
a slang word lor more involved 
activities, she told her. 

Ftiquette was of huge concern to 
Halac, who has interpreted for the 
wives of the French joint chiefs of 
staff and minister of defense. Before 
one dinner with the "French 
hierarchy," Halac said, she 
memorized  three  books on  French 

etiquette. 
"There are ways of getting to know 

the French," Halac said. "And while 
they may seem cold at first, once they 
invite you into their inner circle, 
they're your friends for life." 

One such friend lent Halac his 
penthouse for a party. She invited 
French, and other Furopeans as well 
as her American friends. The cultural 
differences between them were 
immediately apparent, she said. 

The Europeans wore suits and 
dresses to the party, Halac said. With 

ANTICIPATING SUCCESS: Halac looks forward to a future in international 
business.    DAVID ROBISON  TCU Dailv Skiff 

COUNSELING! meets Johnsoi independent |)\\ ||)    HOHISON    TCI D.nK Skill 
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then they brought cognac, whiskey, 
wine and flowers. Some also brought 
lood. The Americans, in contrast, 
wore jeans and brought guitars and 
IXMT. 

"The Americans were the grass 
roots," said Halac, then added, 
"much to the horror of the 
Europeans." 

Not always horror. There is a lot of 
interest by the French in the 
American lifestyle, said Halac. All 
the French get of the American 
culture is McDonald's and had films. 

They're curious about the effects of 
the sexual revolution on the United 
States, she said, and they want to 
know if everyone in Texas lives in a 
home likeSouthfork. 

Halac's dorm room is now filled 
with pieces of France-an "I Love 
Paris" coffee cup, and nearly a whole 
shelf filled with cassette tapes of 
French and classical music. The tapes, 
tit into tier Walkman, which is lying 
OT) the desk plugged in. 

"I listen to the music and totally 
ignore the fact that the rest of the 

campus exists," Halac said. 
S(x>n Halac will be married to Jean 

Luc Sinniger, the son of French 
playwright Michel Sinniger, both of 
whom she met in France. She will go 
on to graduate school for her master's 
in International Management. 
Following that, Halac said, she hopes 
to work with the Paris branch of a 
multi-national corporation such as 
IBM, Xerox, Revlon or TWA. 

Already she has been asked to help 
design an American-based ad- 
vertising     campaign    for     an     in- 

ternational MBA program in France, 
and to work with a future U.S. 
branch of Group Services. 

"The year I was in France, it made 
the world seem so much bigger and I 
realized what endless opportunities 
there are . . . what potential there is 
for leading a happy life," Halac said. 

"I learned that happiness is more 
important than accomplishment," 
she said. France was simply the best 
of both. And in France, Halac 
grabbed her dreams for the future 
and made them real. 

Public House invites all interests 
By Jodee Leitner 

Public houses are still around in the 
20th century. At least in Fort Worth, 
that is. 

The Public House, located at 1115 
West Freeway, is owned and run by 
Peg Knapp and Nancy Olson. 
Though different in many wavs from 
the public houses in Victorian 
England, Knapp said The Public 
House shares the purpose of those 
early establishments-to provide a 
place where people can share good 
food and have a good time. 

Knapp said that public houses 
originally served working people in 
an atmosphere aimed at making all 
classes feel comfortable. Interiors 
were arranged with both snug 
corners and more open spaces. The 
food was simple, and many houses 
provided different forms of 
recreation. 

Owners of The Public House try to 
maintain that original flavor. The 
food is well-prepared, the atmosphere 
warm and comfortable. Customers 
can choose from an active lunch and 
dinner menu, ranging from chili and 
stew to lasagna and wurst. Or they 
can come in after dinner hours for a 
light snack. 

Knapp said there are newspapers 
and magazines available for those 
who just want to have a bite to eat 
while they take_a break from their 
day. Also in the restaurant is Con- 
nections     Bookstore,    owned    and 

managed by Bertha Henrichs. 
The Public House's meeting room, 

which accommodates up to 100 
people and can be used at no charge, 
is very popular, Knapp said. Some 
groups, such as the Satin Dolls-a 
black charity group-and the Fort 
Worth chapter of Women in Com- 
munications, hold their monthly 
meetings there. The room also offers 
an area where classes can be held. 

Each evening, Knapp said, the 
Public House features informal 
discussions on various topics, in- 
cluding sports, politics and music. "I 
chose what I felt like were the seven 
things that we really need to hear 
about, . . . the pieces of life that 
would be interesting," she said. 

She said speakers are brought in on 
topics relating to those areas. For 
example, Tuesdays are set aside for 
topics dealing with wealth and 
prosperity. In addition, the first 
Tuesday of every month is labeled 
"Fntrepreneur's Network," in which 
the topic is geared toward people 
interested in starting their own 
businesses. 

These subject areas are not fixed, 
however. If something doesn't go 
over well, it can always be discarded 
or changed. Poster boards are at- 
tached to the walls for customers to 
write down topics that interest them. 

"If we give it that space and then 
allow our customers to shape what 
they   really   want,   they'll   tell   us. 

verbally or otherwise," Knapp said. 
She said that she and Olson 

originated the Public House idea by 
trying to define the needs of the 
community and how those needs 
were being satisfied - or weren't. 

"Some of our guesses about what 
people's needs are were right on 
target," she said. "Today there is 
more to eating out than just food. 

People want a quiet meeting place 
that isn't expensive where they can 
feel comfortable, and we're trying to 
fill that need. 

"As far as I know, there's no other 
place quite like it," Knapp said. "But 
it wouldn't bother me to discover 
there was. I've lived long enough to 
know you hardly ever have an 
original idea." 

UNUSUAL CALENDAR: Owner Peg Knapp shows the schedule ol events for   the Public Mouse, and explains the philosoph)     ins TRIBIU    Ic:i DJIK Ski 
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Her family is just a ran club 
'. \sagirl whenever 1 was invited to        If that's not addiction I don't know      apartment I heard 

rV lodec Leitncr _., i  ,■ • ■•.  i ,. ,., „i i,.., ;t. rhinoathal k«-r>l n By Jodec Leitncr 

Whoever said silence is golden did 
not sleep with a fan. 

Ever since 1 was a little girl, I've 
always slept with a Ian on at night. 
When in\ mother first put me, mv 
brothers and sisters down lor our 
naps, she would turn on the Ian to 
drown out the everyday noise. She 
never anticipated that we'd all 
become addicted to it. 

To this day, every sibling in my 
family sleeps with a Ian. My sisters 
have even brought their children up 
sleeping with one. 

It may not sound like a very 
dangerous habit, but a Ian addiction 
is just as bad as smoking or anything 
else. 

As .1 girl, wn, in ver I was invited to 
in\ best friend's house to sleep over 
I'd spend hall the night in a lit 
because 1 couldn't stand the silence. 
Finally, I just started having her over 
to mv house instead. 

When I came to TCU I felt stupid 
having to tell mv roommate that I 
had to sleep with a Ian. I was afraid 
she'd think I had some kind of phobia 
or infatuation. People tend to think 
you're slightly strange when sou 
sleep with .1 Ian even in 35-degree 
temperatures. 

This past summer when I went to 
England to visit my fiance, I made 
him buy me a Ian. I decided I wasn't 
going to spend five weeks in a strange 
country without my "security 
blanket " 

If trial's not addiction I don't know 
what is. 

Over Christmas vacation this year, 
my spare fan at home broke, and for 
the first time in months I didn't have 
that constant hum to lull me to sleep. 
To m\ surprise, however, I didn't 
become an insomniac. I actually slept 
rather well. I decided mavl>e I could 
overcome alter all if the opportunity 
came along and I wanted to. I had 
proven that I could do it at least 
temporarily, right? 

Wrong. The other night 1 decided 
to try it again and found th.it sleeping 
in my apartment is a lot different 
from sleeping at home. At home I 
have the constant whir of the pool 
pump outside my window to drown 
out    any    unknown    noises.    In    mv 

apartment I heard all kinds of strange 
things that kept me awake and trying 
to figure out what the) were ball the 

night. 
Clomp. Clomp. Clomp. That's 

someone coming up the stairs 
Scratch. Scratch. Scratch That's 

mv little friend the squirrel who lives 
upstairs in the attic. 

Vroom . . • Vrooom . . . V rooo- 
om-a car revving its engine and 
tearing down University. 

I heard the garbage truck picking 
up the trash bin outside and emptying 
it. Of course, it's so loud that I hear it 
on nights even when I have mv Ian 
on, but this time there was nothing to 
muffle it. It really grates on your 
nerves at S a.m. 

As I lay there wide-eyed, I thought. 
"Gee, listen to these wonderful 
sounds you've been missing!" I 
yawned sieepil) ami reached out to 
push the button that would give me 
my peace and quiet. 

I guess old habits are just tcx> hard 
to break. 

evenfo et&. 
Monday 28 

Residence Hall Staff 9 a.m., Student Center 
RIMMII2I4 

Orientation    Interviews    1 1     a.m..    Student 
Center Room 222 
Modern   Dance   I.ab  noon.   Student   Center 
Ballroom 
1KC noon. Student Center KIM mi 211 
How   to  Interview  Video Tapes   1:30  p in.. 
Student Center R n 220 
Southwestern Company 3 p.m., Student 
Center Room 204 

Study Skills i |> in . Student (lenter Room 203 
Academic Affairs i pin Student Center 
Room 202 

Performing Arts 4:30 p.m., Student Centei 
R n 202 

International Students 5 |> in    Student Centei 
Ro 205 
films S |0 p m   Student (lentei Room 202 

Greek Week Banquet 6 p.m Student Centei 
Ballroom 
\ltrusa 6 30 p.m., Studenl < enter Room 207 
Campus   Crusade    8   p.m.,    Student   Centei 

Room 205 
Campus Crusade 9 IS p.m    Student Centei 

Room 204 

Tuesday 29 
Wednesday Night Bible Study 7 ,i in . Student 

Center Room 202 
Housing9:30a.m., Student Center Room 222 
SoapOperas I 1 a.m., Student Center Lounge 

Creative   Writing   luncheon   noon.   Studenl 
("enter RallriMini 

Student Talent noon, Stage Door 
Orientation Interviews I p.m., Student Center 

Room 222 
Traffic Appeals 2 p.m., Student Center Room 

202 
Student Conduct Appeals 3:30 p.m., Student 
Center Room 207 
Alpha   Phi   Alpha   4   p.m.,   Student   Centei 
Room 204 
Parents    Weekend    Committee    4:30    p m, 

Student Center Room 202 
Puhlic   Relations  4:30  p.m.,   Student   ('enter 

Room 203 
Recreation and Travel 5 p.m.. Student Centei 

Room 214 
House   of   Student   Representatives   5   p.m 
Studenl Centei R 222 
\ngel Might 5 10 p m   student Centei Room 

205 
Campus Chart 6 p in    Studenl c entei Room 
20 i 
Wranglers 6 p.m., Student Centei RIMUII 2 14 

Kst 6p in . student Centei Ri 218 
Forum 7 p m . student ('enter Ballroom 

Wednesday 30 

Texas    education    Agency    IUMUI.    Student 

Center Room 205 
SOC 3 p.m., Student Center Rooms 202. 203 

lecture   by   Texas   Poet   Laureate   William 
Barney 3:30 p.m.. Student Center Room 2 18 
RHA 4:1 5 p.m., Student Center Room 202 
Programming Council S p.m.. Student Centei 

Room 211 
Canterbury     Club      5:30     p.m.,      I runts 

Episcopal Church 
Circle K 0 p in   Student Center Room 20s 

Alpha   Phi  Omega  0  p.m.,  Studenl   Center 
Room 218 

Phi Alpha 'Ilieta 6:30 p.m., Student ("enter 

Room 204 
Creative Writing 7 30 p.m., Studenl Centei 

Ballroom 
Class of 'S:i S p in    Studenl (enter Room 205 

Wedncsd.is     Night     Bible    Studs     S    pin. 
studenl Centei Room 207 
Creative Writing S  10 p.m    Studenl Centei 
i online 

Thursday 31 

Arnold \ir Soviets  4  ill p in . Studenl Centei 
l( i 205 

Student leaders 5 p.m . Student (enter Room 
21 I 
Methodist     Fireside     5:30     p.m.,     Wesle) 

Foundation 
Class of '83 7 pin . Student Center RIM tin 20 > 

Bryson Club  Reception   7:30  pin.  Studenl 
('enter Lounge 
Library   Staff    7:30   p.m .    Studenl   ('enter 
Ballroom 

Church of Christ  7   ill p m     Student Center 
Room 202 

Kappa Alpha  Psi  7  it) p.m . Studenl Centei 
Room 210 

Lutheran Ministries  S  p.m..   Student  Centei 
Room 214 

Saturday 2 

1(1      Ballet    Rehearsal     10    .1 m ,    Student 

Centei Ballroom 
Chinese   Bible   Studs    7 So   p m .   Studenl 
Centei KO.HU 2 1 s 

Snndax 

lau   Chi   I psilon 
Room 202 

p in       Studenl    Centei 


