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Eighth grader wins state geography title at TCU

By SHANNON SILL
TCU Daily Skiff

What is the name of the semi-arid area
south of the Sahara that has been experienc-
ing increased desertification?

Egypt and which other Middle Eastern
country are leading recipients of U.S. foreign
aid?

What is the general name for swamps,
marshes and bogs that are often covered or
saturated with water?

Ask any of the National Geography Bee
participants, and they will probably tell you
that the Sudan, Israel and wetlands are the
correct answers to these questions.

The National Geographic Society spon-
sored the National Geography Bee state

finals in the university’s Student Center Ball-  and five U.S. territories will compete for first and see how well I can do at the nationals.”

room Friday.

Students from 100 schools across Texas
competed for the title of state cham-
pion, answering questions about phys-
ical, regional, political and historical =*
geography.

Logan Wright, a 14-year-old eighth
grader from Plano, won the competi-+
tion by correctly answering this ques-
tion: “In the 1960s the Ibo people declared
the southeastern portion of a country in West
Africa to be the republic of Biafra. This short-
lived republic was formed from which coun-
try?” Wright’s correct answer: “Nigeria.”

Wright will advance to the national finals
May 25 and 26 in Washington, D.C. Students
from all 50 states, the District of Columbia

prize — a $25,000 college scholarship.
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“ studied a lot for the state competition off
the National Geographic game cards,”
Wright said. “Now I'll get some other books

The state finals were held Friday across the
nation, with fourth through eighth grade stu-
dents competing. Individual school
competitions were held beginning in
January. Then each school winner sub-

mitted a written test, said Patricia Hardy,
state coordinator for the National Geography
Bee. The top 100 test scorers from each state
were invited to the state bee, Hardy said.

Austin’s Zachary Montz, 13, was one of
the 10 state finalists with a perfect score
/7 in the preliminary round.

“In the preliminaries, the questions
were pretty hard,” Montz said, “but I knew
most of the answers right away. The finals
were a different story. Those questions were
really hard.”

Joey Abel, 13, also competed in the finals.
The Pasadena native said he had a good rea-
son for wanting to participate.

“I like getting out of school,” Abel said.
“Having a chance for the scholarship is great,
but it’s fun missing a day when you’re not
even sick.”

The National Geographic Society devel-
oped the bee in response to'concern about the
lack of geographic knowledge among young
people in the United States, Hardy said. In a
10-country Gallup survey of adults’ geo-
graphic knowledge conducted in 1988 and
1989, Americans ranked among the bottom
third; those aged 18 to 24 came in last.

The national finals will be moderated by
Alex Trebek, host of television’s “Jeopardy,”
and will be televised on PBS.

GREASED LIGHTNIN’

Characters in the Phi Gamma Delta/Alpha Chi Omega “Grease” skit try to persuade a geek not to take Sandy to the
carnival during the Frog Follies competition Friday night.
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Mr. Ebony Man

Contestants flex brawn and brain during university talent competition

By CHARLSIE MAYS
TCU Daily Skiff

Mr. Ebony Man 1993 is Horatio
Porter, a candidate for a masters in
business administration from the
M.J. Neeley School of Business.

“The competition was really tough
from beginning to end,” said
Michelle Smith, senior English
major and coordinator of the contest
held Thursday night.

The introduction segment allowed
the audience to meet the contestants
in the contestants’ own ways. The
participants ranged from freshmen to
graduate students and from Texans to

Frog Victory

Frogs win 66th annual

Texas Relays track meet.
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Siblings Weekend
Siblings receive chance
to view the college life
during Siblings Weekend.
Page 5

Today will be partly
cloudy with a high around
71 degrees.

Wednesday will be
partly cloudy with temper-
atures in the upper 70s.

a prince from Kenya.

Mr. Ebony Man candidaes wore
racquetball, golf and even casual
campus attire for the sportswear
competition.

The talent competition included an
a cappella vocal selection, display of
an original artwork, a martial arts
demonstration and poetic recitations.

“] was really impressed,” said
Tamika Banks, junior speech pathol-
ogy major.

Following the competition seg-
ment was the formal wear and the
question and answer segment. As
each contestant entered with his
escort, he gave her a slight bow, a

kiss on the hand, a peck on the cheek
or just a little hug.

“They (the contestants) were try-
ing to see who could be more suave,”
said Kysha Hill, a sophomore
accounting major.

Contestants then faced the inter-
view section of the pageant, answer-
ing questions on how the men felt
about gays in the military, the home-
less situation, hate crimes and who
they admired most.

“The envelope, please?” asked the
host, Michael Hill of Channel 8
News, WFAA-TV.

A few moments passed.

“The competition has been so

tight, it looks like we actually have a
tie,” Hill said.

One more question was asked to
break the tie.

“How would you welcome more
diversity on the campus of TCU?”
Hill asked.

More minority recruitment, more
faculty diversity, more multicultural
education were a few of the solutions
offered.

“I think we’re ready,” Hill said.
“Now, may 1 have the envelope,
please?”

Sophomore business pre-major

see Ebony, page 6

Studios at Las Colinas provide
personal glimpses of Hollywood

By JOE CONNOR
TCU Daily Skiff

If you’ve always wanted to get a
personal glimpse behind the scenes
of a motion picture and television
studio, you don’t have to visit Holly-
wood.

The Studios at Las Colinas is a
state-of-the-art motion picture and
television production facility located
at Irving’s Dallas Communications
Center complex, a 125-acre

duction studios.

ments that create movie magic. In the
director’s screening room, a short
film highlights the ideas behind the
creation of the studios.

“The film shown in the screening
room talks about the history of

/
development featuring pro- C’/

It was constructed in 1981
and has been -home to many of
the entertainment industry’s top
movies, TV commercials, TV
shows and music videos.

Blockbuster productions such as
“Robocop,” “Silkwood,” “JFK” and
Paramount’s new release, “Leap of
Faith,” have made the studios their
home. : ;

In December, the complex opened
its doors to the public for the first

1 A two-hour tour of the facility lets

: 7

\) g duction
coordinator.

h Guests can also
view some of the movie projects shot
in the Las Colinas Studios and see
some of the special effects used to
make movies appear realistic.

. *(Guests) get to sit in an area
where the directors screen their

dailies,” Teymourian said.

The dailies are the raw footage
shot by directors for a commercial,
TV show or movie currently in pro-
duction, Teymourian said.

Visitors will also get to see special
effects miniatures using the actual
models from box office hits such as
“The Hunt for Red October,” ‘“Star
Wars” and “Back to the Future.”

The tour also includes special
effects make-up and costumes worn
in many motion pictures.

One display features a miniature

of Dealy Plaza as well as a full-size

replica of the Oval Office set
used in “JFK.”
“Our big exhibit area is what
makes our tour exceptional,”
said Hugh Elmore, director of sales
and marketing.

Elmore said the studios tour at Las
Colinas is more related to the actual
studios themselves than the tours at
Universal Studios and MGM studios
in Orlando, Fla.

“We have more state-of-the-art,
large studios, but they have back lots

see Tour, page 2

Sports facility
totals $2 million

Project to expand, modernize
physical training complex

By JOE CONNOR
TCU Daily Skiff

The university has initiated a $2 million project to expand and modernize
the weight and physical training facility in the athletic complex.

The complex, which is also used for rehabilitation, is currently the small-
est in the Southwest Conference.

“The facility we presently have does not have enough space for everyone
to use effectively,” said Bronson C. Davis, vice chancellor for university
advancement.

The existing facilities were built in the mid-’70s and were designed to serve
football players only, Davis said.

During a trustee meeting briefing last week, William Adams, chairman of
the Student Relations Committee, said the current athletic center is not up to
standard.

“They (the existing facilities) are really out of date,” he said.

The $2 million cost is an endowment factor that covers the cost of opera-
tions, so none of the money comes directly from the university budget, Davis
said.

“We’ve just started fund raising and we hope we can have the fund raising
done by this summer,” he said.

There is no set date to begin expanding the existing facility.

“I would say we’ve got to have in hand at least $1.3 million to cover the
cost of construction,” Davis said.

As of March 24 the university has raised $575,000 for the project. Davis
said that Chancellor William Tucker would make the final decision on when
to begin construction.

The lack of space and modern equipment, coupled with the increased num-
ber of student athletes, has become a negative factor in recruitment, Davis
said.

The current facilities serve more than 400 men and women participating in

The new athletic facility will be located on the south
end of Amon G. Carter Stadium, and will extend to the
running track.

"17 NCAA Division I sports each year.

“All of our sports use weight training, both men and women, (and) even
cheerleaders,” Davis said.

The project will increase space for weight training from 3,200 to 7,200
square feet and the training/rehabilitation area from 2,100 to 4,200 square
feet. :

In addition, dressing rooms, showers and rest rooms, which are not avail-
able in the current facilities, will be provided for the athletes.

The project will add new state-of-the-art equipment to both facilities as
well as office space for the weight and athletic training staff and student train-
ers, Davis said. -

“We’re at a competitive disadvantage right now, in that the facilities are
not state-of-the-art,” Davis said. .

A separate medical staff office will include an examination area and space
for medical supply and records storage.

The new facility will also provide a larger area for drug testing procedures,
as specified by the NCAA and the SWC. :

In order to finance the project, Davis said the university is asking a select
group of alumnae and friends, as well as local corporations and foundations,
to contribute. Le¥

“We’re asking a select group that we think are interested in athletics at
TCU,” he said. _

Once the project is completely finished the university wili donate the exist-
ing equipment to dormitories for use by residents, Adams said. :

“Hopefully, we’ll kili two birds with one stone here,” he said.
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