/Let Him Who Is Spotless Cast the First Mud\

The garlands of welcome for General
Eisenhower, home from a military assign-
ment in Europe of extreme importance to
the nation and to the world, were accom-
panied by a few handfuls of political
mud, The principal mud-tosser was B.
Carroll Reece, a chief lieutenant of Sen-
ator Taft, who met the homecoming gen-
eral with a challenge to “break with
New Deal corruption.”

Almost by the time General Eisen-
hower had set foot upon the soil of his
native land and before he could doff the
uniform of his country, Mr! Reece began
his mudslinging by issuing this righteous
statement: “Now that he i1s about.to take
off his battle jacket, we of the Repub-
lican Party hope he will start fighting.
His continued silence on the corruption,
scandal and grievous foreign policy
errors of the New Deal administration
raises serious doubt about his ability to
conduct any kind of a campaign against
the Democrats.”

We know of no person from whom
such a statement could have come with
greater-ill grace. The pious-sounding Mr.
Reece, with his outery against corruption,
has just been party to a piece of political
trickery which best could be character-
ized—in the words recently used by a
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distinguished gentleman in Washington
in another connection—as ‘robbery in
broad daylight.”

Mr. Reece and David Ingalls, the
national manager of Senator ‘Taft's pres-
idential campaign, sat by at Mineral
Wells while the Texas GOP delegation
was stolen for their candidate in a pro-
ceeding which savored both of. hijacking
and of a kangaroo court., They gave tacit
encouragement, if not actual counsel and
advice, to the unsavory transaction in
which a pro-Eisenhower majority at the
state Republican convention was shoul-
dered aside and a pro-Taft delegation to
the GOP convention at Chicago was
elected. 2 :

If this subversion of the popular will
in Texas did not meet with  Mr. Reece’s
approval, he did not at the time give
any sign of it, nor has he since. Neither
Mr. Reece, Mr. Ingalls, nor Senator Taft
has raised his voice against the tactics
used at the Texas meeting nor has any,
of them moved to repudiate the result.

We condemn the corruption to which
Mr. Reece refers as much as he but we
would remind him and the other gentle-
men that while the action at Mineral
Wells was not corruption, in the usual
sense, the odor ariSing from it is just
as bad.

It is to be noted that General Eisen-
hower was still wearing his country’s
uniform when the Reece broadside was
tossed at him. As a soldier, he was under
military regulations which enjoin silence
and nonparticipation in political affairs.
Mr. Reece and his candidate, Mr. Taft,
have been under no such inhibition. They
‘have been free at any time to denounce
corruption and to decline to be benefited
by it. i

Mr. Reece, we think, missed a fine
chance to play the gentleman in wel-
coming back to this country a distin-
guished soldier who has rendered out-
standing service to his nation in war
and in peace. On that basis alone, and
regardless of what may eventuate in a
political way now that the general is out
of uniform, Mr. Reece would have placed
himself in a far better light if he had
merely extended a graceful welcome to
an eminent military figure instead of
yielding to the temptation to sling mud.

We have no means of knowing what
course General Eisenhower will take
froim here on in political affairs. But he
is a man of high honor and integrity and
he is also a man of positive views, What-
ever expression he makes of those views
we are certain will be without compro-
mise of any of the qualities which have
made him one of the greatest living
Americans. Mr. Reece is to be reminded
of the old saying that “preaching is never
out until the singing’s over.” ‘



