
Let Him Who Is Spotless Cast the First ~ud"' 
The garlands of welcome for General 

Eisenhower, home from a military assign­
ment in Eu rope of extreme importance to 
the nation and to the world, wer e accom­
panied by a few handfuls of political 
m u d , The pr incipal mud-tosser was B. 
Carroll Reece, a chief lieutenant of Sen­
a tor Taft, who met the homecoming gen­
er al with a challenge to " break with 
New Deal corruption ." · · 

Almost by the time Gener al Eisen­
hower had set foot upon the soil of h1s 
native land and befor e he could doff the 
u n iform of his country, Mr~ Reece began 
h is m udslingin g by issuing this r igh teous 
i:;tatement: "Now that he is aboul to take -
off his battle jacket, we of the Repub­
lican Par ty hope he will start fi ghting. 
H is continued silence- on the corruption, 
scandal and gr ievous foreigp policy 
er rors of· the New Deal administ ration 
r aises serious doubt about his ability t o . 
conauct any kind of a campaign against 
the Democrat s. ' ?. . 

We know of no ,person from w hom 
1,uch 'a statement could h ave come with 
greater:· ill gr ace. The pious-·soundi'rfg-M:[, 
Reece, with his outcry against cor rupt ion, ' 
has just been par ty to a piece of political 
trickery which best co'uld be .character­
ized- in the wor ds r ecently used by a 
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distinguish ed gentleman in Washington 
in another connection-~.s " robber y in 
broad daylight." 

Mr. Reece and David ' Ingalls, t he 
national manager of Senator fTaft 's p r es­
idential campaign, sat by at Mineral 
Wells while the Tex as GOP delegation 
was stolen for their candidate in a pro­
ceeding which savored both of. h ijacking 
and of a kangaroo cour t. They gave tacit 
encour agement, if no t actual counsel and 
advice, to t h e unsavor y transaction in 
which a pro-Eisenhower m ajority at the 
state Republican con vention was sh oul­
der ed aside and a _pro-Taf t delegafr.in t o 
the GOP convention at Chicago was 
elected. . . . 

If this subv er sion of the popular will 
in Texas did not meet with Mr. Reece 's 
approval, he did not at the time give 
any sign of it, nor has he since. Neither 
Mr. R~ece, Mr. Ing11lls, nor Senator Taft 
has raised his voi~e against the tactics 
used at the Texas meeting nor has any_, 
of them moved to repudiate the r esult. 

· ., We condemn the cor ruption to which 
Mr . Reece refers as much as he but we 

·-w ould r;em_ind him and the other gentle­
men th:at while the action at Mineral 
Wells was not corruption, in the usual 
sense, the odor ari~ing from it is just 
as bad. · · ~, · 

It is to be noted that Generl:fr -Eisen -" 
bower was still weabng his .. country,s 
uniform when the. Reece broadsi de :w as 
k issed at him. As a solqier, he :was "Un'aer 

-military regulations which enjoin sil'e'.nce 
and non.particip ation in political affafrs. 
Mr. Reece and his. c;mdidate, . Mr. Taft, 
have _been under nci such inhibitio.n. They 
·have been free at any ' time, j;o . ·d~n'o~ ce · 
corruption and to decline to be b en(;)fited 
by it. . · " 

Mr. Reece, we think, m issed a fine 
chance to play the gentleman in wel­
coming back t o this country a distin­
guished soldier who has r endered out­
standing ser vice to his nation in war 
and in peace. On that basis alone, _p-nd 
r egardless of what may eventuate m a 
political way now that the general is .out 
of uniform, Mr. Reece would h ave placed 
himself in a far better light if he had 
merely extended a graceful welcome to 
an eminent milita ry figur e ins~ad of 
yielding to the temptation to sling mud. 

We have no m eans of knowing what 
course General Eisenhower will t ake 
frotn here on ih political affair s. But he 
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