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Texas Production Up 23 Per Cent fo
Fill War Needs; New Wells Decline

The impact of war upon the oil
industry of Texas is indicated by
the fact that this state produced
23 per cent more oil during the

first three years of the war than
it did in the three years immedi-
ately before the war, but it was

‘not able to achieve a correspond-

ing increase in drilling, the Texas
Mid-Continent Oil and Gas Associ-
ation pointed out Saturday.

“To meet the demands for oil
for the war effort, Texas increased
its production by drawing on re-
serves built up before the war,”
the association said. “Texas pro-
duced 1,825,562,000 barrels during
the first three years of war, an
increase of 23 per cent over the
1,483,308,000 barrels produced in
the three-year period before war
broke out.

“By contrast,

-~

new oil wells

brought in ‘since war started total
8,940 against 20,573. new wells
brought in during 1939 to 1941.
This is a drop of 56.5 per cent.
The 8,940 new wells represent 60
per cent of the total of 14,838 holes
drilled during the war period,
whereas the three-year prewar rec-
ord of 20,573 wells represents. 73
per cent of the 28,246 holes drilled.

“Instead of inereasing its drill-
i.ng in proportion to the increase
in production, Texas cut its drill-
ing nearly half as a contribution
to the war’s need for manpower
and steel.

“In response to the government’s
request to the petroleum industry
to make extraordinary efforts to
tind new reservoirs of oil, 40 per
cent of the wartime dr1111ng was
exploratory holes compared with
25.7 per cent before the war. Of
all the holes drilled since the out-

‘curred by complying with govern

T A e g

break of war, 36 per cent were dry/|
contrasted with 24 per cent in the|
three years before war broke out,

“The drilling cost per well
jumped 34 per cent. This increage
was occasioned chiefly by higher
wages, greater costs for materials, |y
wartime delays and expenses m-

ment regulations. Today the cost;
is up nearly 50 per cent,

“The extraordinary productio
of 23 per cent more oil to supply|
war needs, plus the 56 per cen

conditions to overcome the stra
put on the reserves of oil dur
the period when there was no cq
responding expansion of drilliy
to replace those reserves.” :



