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Faculty panel ponders importance of religion in society

By CHRISTINA BARNES
TCU Daily Skiff

Matters of morality, metaphysics
and man were raised at an Honors
Program faculty debate Tuesday
night in the Faculty Center.

C. David Grant, director of the
Honors Program, moderated the
debate in which five university pro-
fessors argued their views on the
question “Is religion necessary?”’

The panelists were Claudia Camp,
Andrew Fort and Yushau Sodiq,
associate professors of religion stud-
ies; Richard Galvin, chairman of the
philosophy department; and J.A.
*Breyer, professor of geology.

Manochehr Dorraj, associate pro-
fessor of political science, said he
thought the forum provided good
debate on an important issue.

Honor group
t0 announce
new initiates

By ROBIN SHIRLEY
TCU Daily Skiff

Phi Beta Kappa, the oldest honor
society in America, will announce its
28 new members on April 15 during
Honors’ Convocation, said Bob
Doran, immediate past president.

“Phi Beta Kappa is a liberal arts
academic honor society and there are
only 244 chapters in the whole
nation,” Doran said.

This year 22 seniors and 6 juniors
were chosen, he said.

For seniors to be chosen, the min-
imum requirements are at leasta 3.70
GPA, 90 hours of liberal arts courses
like English, math or biology and
four semesters of a foreign language,
Doran said.

“The requirements for juniors are
even more stringent,” he said.

Juniors must have at least a 3.90
GPA and 60 liberal arts hours, he
said.

“It’s very difficult for students to
get their liberal arts hours, especially
if they are in programs like engineer-
ing or speech where they don’t have
a lot of electives,” Doran said.

TCU got its charter about 20 years
ago, he said.

“For a university to even be con-
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“I thought it was wonderful,” he
said. “It was a great forum for learn-
ing, a terrific display of discourse . .
. We need to have more of this (kind
of debate). It illuminated many
issues and theories.”

The panelists set the tone for the
evening during the opening argu-
ments by speaking for five minutes
on his/her feelings toward religion.

Breyer added a humorous note to
the discussion when he distributed

onstruction hard hats to the mem-
,;{éers of the panel and Grant.
¥ Camp said she felt that religion

was inevitable and the definitions for
religion were arbitrary and arguable.
Camp defined religion as “Any
given person’s or groups’ set of
beliefs, values, and commitments.”
She said she defined “beliefs” as
one’s improvable, ultimate reality.

“Values” were what a person defines
as right and' wrong related to his or
her ultimate reality, she said. And
"commitments” were fundamental
life decisions that enact values and
beliefs.

Sodiq, who is a Muslim, said the
Islamic concept of God is “Dia,” the
way of life. He said that anything the
Muslim does in life is religion.

“If there is a need to be alive, then
there is religion,” he said.

Galvin said religion is not the ulti-
mate cause of morality. He said many
people associate religion and moral-
ity as inseparable, which he feels is
untrue.

Fort said that defining religion is a
difficult problem.

“Religious belief and action is pri-
marily socially determined,” he said.

Nationalism, scientism and

humanistic psychology were the top
three religions in the United States
today, he said.

Breyer said religion was not nec-
essary to understand salvation, but
necessary to understand the universe.

“There are some questions that
science can not answer,” he said.

Christy Newton, a sophomore reli-
gion studies and Japanese double
major, said she learned a lot from the
panel because they presented many
different views.other than the tradi-
tional Judeo-Christian 1deas.

“What I think was really interest-
ing is that they brought together peo-
ple from different traditions,” she
said. “It’s really good to have
brought so many different religions
together and they could talk openly.”

Discussion followed the opening
arguments. The faculty members
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Sophomore art major Martina Zukoski helps junior art major Don Stevenson with a
relief print that will be included in a gallery show in the Moudy Building April 14.
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‘Mr. Ebony Man’

Contest aims to disprove stereotypes, promote campus unity, support scholarship

By CHARLSIE MAYS
TCU Daily Skiff

Countering stereotypes, promot-
ing campus unity and instilling ser-
vice are the three main goals of the
“Mr. Ebony Man” contest, said

" Michelle Smith, senior English
major and coordinator of the contest.

The contest, sponsored by Alpha
Kappa Alpha sorority, will be held
tonight at 8 p.m. in the Student Cen-
ter Ballroom.

The event is to combat negative
stereotypes about African-American
men, Smith said. Many of the contest
applicants are aspiring doctors,
lawyers, teachers and family men,

she said.

“(African-American men) are not
just athletes,” Smith said. “They are
also aware of social and political
issues.”

Historically, African-American
Greek organizations have not
worked well with other Greek orga-
nizations, Smith said. The contest is
promoting unity among these groups
by allowing everyone to be involved
in preparation, she said.

The House of Representatives,
Programming Council, Panhellenic
and a host of sororities have offered
financial support, Smith said. These
groups, along with other campus
organizations, have purchased

advertisements appearing in the sou-
venir booklet that will be available at
tonight’s program.

“They all realize the importance of
combating the negative stereotypes
about African-American men,”
Smith said.

The proceeds from the contest will
go to support the Reva Bell Scholar-
ship which honors Bell, a retired
member of the TCU School of Edu-
cation faculty. The award is pre-
sented every spring at the University
Leadership Reception.

“We (the members of Alpha
Kappa Alpha) felt it was important to
serve the TCU community by sup-
porting this scholarship,” Smith said.

The first step in the contest process
was an interview session which ali 35
applicants went through last
semester, Smith said. The interviews
focused on social and political
issues; 11 finalists were chosen
based on their performance in the
interview, she said.

The finalists are Marcus Allen,
Geoff Aludo, Albert Bledsoe, John
Conley, Jeff Malonson, Charles
McWilliams, Horatio Porter, Vin-
cent Pryor, Tyrone Roy, Albert
Thomas and Rico Wesley.

These men were debuted at the
AKA Founder’s Day program Feb. 8.
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raised issues of power and religion,
faith and the ability to know which
religion has the right beliefs.

Camp made the comment that no
one in the room would ever naturally
call God a woman. In later discus-
sion, a Hindu attending said that his
religion believed that God is a male,
female and an “it.” He also said that
his religion does not separate the
issues of philosophy, religion and
science as the panel had done.

The floor was opened to the 38
people who attended the debate after
an hour of discussion.

Joseph Babitch, professor of
chemistry, said that there was no
need for organized religion, because
he felt that these groups are merely
mind control.

“Traditions and revelations lead to
problems in Waco or cutting off

hands for stealing,” he said.

Students asked questions on the
human psychology of religion, and
the basis of religious evolution in
regards to society and science.

Khanh Nguyen, a freshman pre-
med English major, said the discus-
sion did not focus on the debate’s
question.

“I thought (the panel) posed a lot
of interesting questions,” he said,
“but as usual in any panel of discus-
sion, we didn’t get a lot of answer:
“They did ask some direct ques-
tions, but more or less the
answering a question with

tion,” he said. “I

were
a ques-
sually it ended up
inciting other viewpoints and not get-
ting anywhere.”

Newton said she wondered what

"
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Kappa Sigma
defends design

Fraternity shirt raises concerns
over prejudice, homosexuality

By CAMIE MELTON
TCU Daily Skiff

The shirts for the annual Kappa
Sigma “MASH” party have some
people upset over what they see as
prejudice toward homosexuals.

Sara Smith, the University Min-
istries intern/ministry to the Greeks,
said she has seen other shirts that
have been in poor taste, but the shirt
in question goes beyond that.

“] used to practice law, and I
believe in the freedom of speech,”
she said. “But when an organization
categorically ridicules a group of
people, it becomes bigotry and inde-
cent. It’s ‘fun’ at someone else’s
expense. If the figures on the front
were a male and a female, it would be
called pornography. So why would
this be appropriate?”

The Kappa Sigma MASH party
has a military theme where everyone
dresses in fatigues, said Les Kreis,
Kappa Sigma president. Approxi-
mately 75 shirts were sold.

The front of the shirts have a sil-
houette of two men having anal inter-
course. They are circled and have a
line through them similar to the “no
smoking” signs. The caption under-
neath the symbol says, “Stop Slick
Willie.”

The back of the shirt says “Clin-
ton’s Army” and shows two men
dressed in pink and green fatigues.
The caption reads, “We are looking
for a few gay men.” Next to that it
says, “Bush’s Army” and shows for-
mer President George Bush with one
woman under each arm dressed in
green fatigues. The caption says,
“We are looking for a few good
men.”

“We have come under fire with
this shirt,” Kreis said. “But I can’t
say that it’s wrong because I believe
that we have the right to express our
opinion.”

Marylyn Koble, president of Unit-
ing Campus Ministries, disagrees.

“I found the shirt extremely offen-
sive,” she said. “There is the freedom
of speech, but there are other ways to
express your opinions without

Music department pipes up with summer program

By JENNIFER SCOTT
TCU Daily Skiff

The TCU music department will
sponsor a European organ study
tour to Paris from July 4 to 16 as
part of its Summer Music Institute
1993. ,

The seminar will be conducted by
Emmet G. Smith, Herndon Profes-
sor of Music and professor of organ
and church music at TCU, and
Christina Harmon of Dallas, an
‘organist at Park Cities Baptist
Church and a faculty member at

church organ lofts in the world,
Smith said.

“We chose Paris as the site of the
seminar because there’s no place
like it,” he said: “Mozart and many
other famous composers played in
the organ lofts of the churches of
Paris and it remains a city filled
with magnificent churches and his-
torical organs from the 17th, 18th
and 19th centuries.”

Students will also have the
opportunity to arrange private organ
lessons with the French teachers

- participating in the program, Smith
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of the French performers

from the expertise of a specialist in
the areas they are interested in.”
Smith said he gathered together a
number of world-renowned organ-
ists to participate in the seminar
through personal contacts made

. while serving as a Fulbright scholar

in Paris in 1955 and 1956. Other
contacts were made with guest per-
former who have visited TCU, he
said.

The seminar will be held in con-
junction with the TCU Summer
Music Institute, a series of work-
shops in all musical areas that was
developed by Kenneth Raessler,
chairman of the music department.

Applicants are not required to be
performers or performance majors,
and enrollment is not limited to
TCU students, Smith said.

“We’ve had inquiries from all
over the United States,” he said.
“Most of the applicants are very
mature people who have wanted to
get into the organ lofts of Paris for
quite some time but didn’t know
how to go about it.”

- Smith said that seminar organiz-
ers were aiming for a group of 30

participants, even though many of

. the organ lofts will not hold more

than a dozen people and some of the
demonstrations may have to be

18

famous organs in Paris and we want
them to have a lot of freedom and a
lot of time to study them,” he said.

The two-week program will cost
$2,195, which will include air fare,
hotel accommodations, breakfasts
and all classes and seminars. This
basic cost does not include public
transportation, lunches, dinners or
the individually-arranged private
lessons.

Students will not be eligible for
financial aid for the summer pro-

“Financial aid is something we

' think might happen in the future if

we have a successful turnout this
summer,” Smith said.
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“] don’t think anyone else thought
it was just a political issue when they
saw the shirt,” Smith said. “The cir-
cle with the cross bar says that these
people don’t belong. That impres-
sion goes beyond a political issue.”

The shirt is degrading to Greeks as
well as homosexuals, Smith said.

“Greek Week was just a couple
weeks ago and it was supposed to
show the positive aspects of Greeks,”
she said. I think this gives a differ-
ent message to those that aren’t
Greek. The purpose of Greek organi-
zations is to build community and I

see Shirt, page 2

Lack of logic
Columnist examines
intellectual honesty and
current events.

Page 3

Deadline for applications is April

Today will be sunny
with a high temperature of
62 degrees. .

Friday will also be
sunny with a high temper-
ature of 65 degrees. '
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