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¥ By Marla J. Pytcher
: Staff Writer

L : 'An international videoconference
. . boncerning the media’s responsibility
‘45 identifying and reporting world

- issues will be held Saturday, April 26

- from 11:30 am. to 3 p.m. in Room
" - 164S of the Moudy Building.

. Issues that will be discussed in-
t = clude the role the media plays in in-
.. ternational events such as terrorism.
i 4 . The conference, sponsored by The
- -\ Christian Science Monitor and co-
~ 'hosted by TCU’s radio/TV/film and
.  journalism departments, will consist
- of panel discussions with leading jour-
~ nalists at three international sites.
~  Andrew Haskett, who has helped
.. coordinate the event for the radio/TV/
k. film department, said the terrorism

_ pissue will probably make up a large
¥ portion of the panelists’ questions and
" ahswers.

““It can’t be helped,” Haskett said.
“*Terrorism is a major issue (in the
world) today.”

‘The discussions will be transmitted
live via satellite from England, Japan
and Vienna to TCU and to other
schools in the United States, Canada,
¢Egypt and the United Kingdom.

From each discussion site, atten-
tion will focus on a different topic.
These topics will range from small
wars and terrorism to sharing technol-
ogy and understanding foreign cul-
tures.

Anantha Babbili, assistant professor
of journalism who is active in research
,of international communication, said
that topics such as war, peace and
“hunger will be discussed.

North-South and East-West rela-
tions will also be among the topics of
interest.

Avudience members will have the
opportunity to submit questions to
the ‘panelists before and during the
videoconference via telephone.

~The panelists in each of the three
sites will include a renowned U.S.
‘broadcast journalist, a locally promin-
ent journalist, at least one expert on
that panel’s subject, and a senior
Monitor writer as host.

-The videoconference will provide a
forum for seasoned journalists to
share their experience with future
journalists, said Earl Foell, editor-in-
chief of the Monitor.

“Foell will chair the Vienna panel.

Jack Butler, former executive ed:-
tor of the Fort Worth Star-Telegram,
will lead a post-discussion.

i *“The Christian Science Monitor is
| entering us into a new era of interna-
i tional reporting using the latest satel-
% lite broadcast technology,” Babbili

& Sud
‘ . "-“New technology will have implics-
s  ‘tions for the reporting of world issues
- as well as events on a global level,” he
1 ‘Babbili also said Doug Newsom of
£  the journalism department and Joel
Persky of the radio/TV/film depart-
= ment deserve credit for making the
R pmject possible to benefit TCU stu-

.-All students and Ewulty are invited
ahtl encouraged to attend.
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Aﬁer a playing major league
ball, a player deeidel to go

Home away from home - Ned Myiin Rhinier watches
traffic from his hammock in Trinity Park Wednesday

aftemoon Rhinier says he doesn't work since becom-
ing disabled and comes to the park often to relax.

Students want

By W. Robert Padgett
Staff Writer

It was the mid 1970s. Mike and
Gloria were arguing, nothing new to
this couple of free expression.

Gloria wanted to bring a baby into
the world, preferably a little girl.

Mike, the conscientious liberal, be-
lieved the world was already too
populated, too dirty and too danger-
ous to add one more life, one more
mouth to feed. He favored adoption.

In fie end, Gloria agreed, tempor-
arily, to hold off on her quest to have a
child. So ended another episode in
the tumultuous escapades of the
Bunkers in “All in the Family.”

While the above interaction was a
Hollywood by-product, it reflects a
growing concern about bringing chil-
dren into the world in the advent of
the 21st century.

Views emerging from TCU, howev-
er, are more optimistic about the fu-
ture, and about the prospects of hav-
ing children.

WASHINGTON (AP)- A letter by

presidential envoy Philip Habib, de-

claring the Reagan administration
would end aid for the Contra rebels
when Nicaragua signs a proposed
peace agreement, is being seen as a
potential breakthrough for ending the

. conflict in Central America.

Rep. Jim Slattery, D-Kan., an
opponent of Contra aid and a reci-
pient of the letter, said Thursday, “I
think it creates a historic opportunity
for us to end the Contra war.”

Rep. Jim Leach, R-Iowa, also a foe
of Contra aid, called the letter “ a very
profound basis for reconciliation.”

In the letter written April 11,
Habib said the United States inter-

A few theories could explain the
disparity between opinions on a sit-
com and those at TCU. For one, the
Bunkers resided in Queens, a suburb
of New York City. Crowded, some-
what dirty, the Big Apple might de-
press a lust for child raising.

Also, this is the 1980s, and polls
indicate people are more optimistic
now than in the immediate post-
Watergate period of the mid 1970s.

Senior Linda Martinez offers yet
another explanation.

“Anytime, you're going to have
people saying it's not the right time to
have children,” she said. “Back in the
'S0s, it was the same way. Parents
back then thought, ‘Our kids are
going to grow up to be hoodlums.’
They think the same thing today.”

Martinez, who is engaged to be
married in August, said she wants to
plan a family, but not immediately
after the honeymoon.

“We want to wait about five years,”
she said. Martinezadded that the wait
would enable her future husband,
Jerry, to pursue his career in super-

Contra aid may end

The Contadora objectives include
specific steps to eliminate the military
threat by Nicaragua to its neighbors
and also new elections and the res-
toration of democratic institutions, in-
cluding a free press, inside Nicaragua.

Slattery said in an interview with
The Associated Press Thursday that
the letter “makes very clear that if

Nicaragua signs . . . then U.S. aid to
the Contras would terminate.”

Nobody is certain whether Reagan
would agree. The president Wedx=s-
day restated a strong commitment to
the Contras.

In his letter, Habib said he was only

restating existing policy. A State De-
partment official said Thursday that

market management to a point where
she could give a child her undivided
attention.

Roger Harris, a 35-year-old pre-law
major, also believes parents should
wait a few years before having chil-
dren. .

“The worst thing a couple can do is
get married and have a kid im-
mediately,” said Harris, a father of
two girls: Brooke, 6, and Courtney, 3.
“That puts a heavy strain on finances,
which puts a heavy strain on the mar-
riage.

“The average cost of raising and
rearing a kid, including financing col-
lege, is about $383,000,” Harris
added. “That’s a lot of diapers.”

Jean Giles-Sims, a TCU sociology
professor who teaches a course on
marriage and the family, said college
graduates tend to wait a few years to
have children.

“Twenty years ago, there was a
direct expectation that people would
get married and have kids right away.
Now, people are postponing the time
when they start a family,” Giles-Sims
said.

Raid on Libya

Fort Worth, T exas‘,

shatters allies

WASHINGTON (AP)- The U.S.

air raid on Libya reopened a crack in

. America’s relations with its main

allies, and diplomats are working
overtime to patch it before the sum-
mit in Tokyo on May 4-6.

The Reagan administration argued
that the attack nudged Common Mar-
ket countries into taking small steps
toward adopting the sweeping di-
plomatic and economic sanctions the
United States seeks against Libyan
leader Moammar Khadafy to curb his
support of terrorists.

The 12 Common Market govern-
ments agreed to cut the size of Libyan
diplomatic missions, to reduce their
own representation in Libya and to
restrict thé movement of Libyans in
West Europe.

U.S. officials publicly hailed those
steps but said they would press for
more in working level conferences
leading up to the Tokyo meeting and
at the summit itself.

President Reagan forecast that the
leaders of the seven industrialized na-
tions “probably will find, in Tokyo,
that we all are in more agreement
than some of the impressions that

have been given.”

“I think that we can continue the
cooperation we've had and enlarge
upon it and bring this to an end,”
Reagan told reporters from Europe
and Japan on Thursday, expressing an
optimism that few of his allies
appeared to share.

As television carried pictures of the
damage caused by the U.S. raid, tens
of thousands of West Europeans took
to the streets in protests reminiscent
of anti-American demonstrations dur-
ing the Vietnam War or after the U.S.
decision to develop the neutron bomb
or against the deployment of U.S. in-
termediate-range weapons in
Europe.

A British woman, interviewed on
U.S. television, said that Europeans,
unlike Americans, remembered
World War II bombardments and

“I see this a lot among TCU stu-
dents,” she said. “Instead of automati-
cally having kids, people are making
much more rational choices.”

In the 1950s, Giles-Sims said, each
adult couple produced an average of
2.7 children. Now, the number is
down to 1.7.

Harris married his wife, Diane, in
1975. He worked as a sales manager
for MCA Universal, making what he
called a “healthy” salary. Then in
1980, Harris was promoted to a man-
agement position in MCA, which
awarded him twice his previous pay.

“I correlated the birth of my first
child with the promotion into middle
management,” Harris said. “During
the last four months of my wife’s pre-
gnancy, I put as much pressure as I
could for that promotion.”

Harris said he had no qualms about
bringing children into the world, de-
spite reports of global overpopulation
and famine. He said it is imperative,
however, that parents realize that a
child is a great responsibility.

sympathized with Libyan civilians
who were hurt or lost relatives in the
attack.

In the North Atlantic Treaty
alliance, only Britain and Canada en-
dorsed the raid. Most Arab and Mos-
lem states denounced it in strong

terms and even Thailand, a key U.S.

ally in Southeast Asia, voted for a re-
solution in the U.N. Security Council
condemning Washington.

Japan, which relies heavily on Mid-
dle Eastern oil, was silent.

The raid “obviously brought strains
to the surface that had been there fora
while . . . They are chronic strains
within the alliance,” said Helmut
Sonnenfeldt, a senior member of the
White House National Security
Council from 1969 to 1974.

“There is a general sense (in
Europe) that the United States tends
to overdo these things,” said Sonnen-
feldt, now a guest scholar at the
Brookings Institution in Washington.

Additionally, said Sonnenfeldt, the
raid aggravated “a longstanding feel-
ing in Europe that we are not hand-
ling the Middle East overall correctly,
because of our friendship with Israel
and our failure to address the Palesti-
nian issue.”

Experts outside government agree
with Reagan that the crack will be
mended.

“The situation in NATO is constant-

ly desperate but not serious. I don't .

see (the raid) as a watershed or any-
thing of that sort,” said Michael
Freney, a senior fellow at the Gecrge-
town University Center for Strategic
and International Studies.

And even as Europeans were pro-
testing against what America did,
U.S. officials tried to persuade allied
governments to further action.

As part of the campaign, U.S.
Attorney General Edwin Meese I
and FBI Director William Webster

met Thursday with cabinet ministers *
“from Common Market nations to dis-

cuss anti-terrorist cooperation among

.police and intelligence services.

children despite world situation

“I would suggest that they are com-
fortable financially without children.
And then they have to make sure
they’ll be financially comfortable with
children,” Harris said. “I've seen
marriages go down the tubes because
the parents didn't project finances.”

Even for those students aware of
world crises, children are still a part of
their future plans.

“I want to have kids someday,” said
senior Greg Butchart, a liberal activist
at TCY. “But I think it’s a dilemma-1I
wouidn't have more than two kids.”

Butchart said he would try to raise
his children in a foreign country,
rather than in the United States.

"I question raising kids in the Un-
ited States. It's the same problem at
TCU; people don't appreciate what
they have,” Butchart said.”

Martinez said she occasionally
thinks about the negative aspects of
the world today, but those thoughts
would not discourage her from build-
ing a family.

“You won’t ever know what you're
getting into,” she said, “until you get
there.”
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