Marine Dive

(By First: Lt. Penn T. Kimball,|
Marine Corps public relations of
ficer.)

MUNDA (Delayed).-—In the first |

divebomber and torpedo plane raid
on shipping in Rabaul Harbor from
a  newly-constructed field some-
where in the Solomons, Marine

First Lt Phillip E. Laughlin of)

Houston damaged a 10.000-ton Jap!
ship' and shot a Zero off the #ail
of an American fighter. :

Diving through - heavy antiair-
craft fire, Lieute_nant- Laughlin had
just planted a 2,000-pound bomb
off the bow of the enemy vessel
when he sighted a Jap fighter
closing in on the rear of a P-40
covering the attack _The lieuten-
ant saxd

“The Jap rode rlght up on the
P-40’s tail, and I hooked onto his
rear just as he began to open fire
on the unsuspectmg fighter. I let
go with my wing guns and watched
my ltlracers pour into thﬁ nght s1de
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Pilot Hits Jap Ship,
Gets Zero Same Day
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to pursue the damaged plane. The!
Zeros kept pecking away at me alll
the way to the harbor mouth, and
a couple dropped aerial bombs of

white phosphorous in my path. but |
I escaped and got under the pro-|.

tective cover of our own fighters
before the Japs did any harm.”
- Lieutenant Laughlin is the son

edg of Phll E. Laughlin ‘of Houston
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