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Sunday, September 19, 1943

Pre-Capture Heroism

Of Lt. John Jones, Jr.,

Is I_(_)ld b

Houstonian Longingly|
Awaits Letters In
Nazi Camp.

In a German concentration
camp somewhere in Europe a
young Houston war hero waits

longingly for letters from home.

« He is First Lt. John Jones, Jr.,
son of Mr. and Mrs. John Jones
of Houston and nephew of Secre-
tary of Commerce Jesse H. Jones,

St. Valentine Day of 1943 was
an unlucky day for young John.
Serving with the American tank
corps battling Axis forces in the
central sector of the Tunisian
front, he. was captured February
14 between the towns of Sidi-bou
Zid and Djebel Lessouda.

Recent word of John’s heroism
before his capture has been re-
ceived here in a letter from Vir-
ginia Ryman, formerly of The
Chronicle staff, who is now some-
where in North Africa with the
recreation department of the Red
Cross.

Miss Ryman tells of meeting a|
Lt, Warren Thresher, who, when
he heard she was from Houston,
‘“eould hardly wait” to learn .if she
knew John Jones, Jri—as he said,
‘“the darndest swell guy I ever|
met.” I

She told Lieutenant Thresher|
she had seen John around The|
Chronicle and knew some of his|
relatives and friends. 3
/“He was so0 pleased he had found |
someone who at least knew John‘
and could tell again the story of|
his ‘far-beyond-the-line-of-duty’
heéeroism,” continues the letter.
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Commanded Eight Tanks.

“Warren told me that
battle in the Tunisian campaign, |
John and Herbert Hillenmeyer were|
commanding eight tanks, I believe, |
with 40 men, and things were go-|
ing hard and it wasn’t all a one-|
sided battle with us on the win-|
ning side. |

“Warren said that time .after|
time 'he saw John and Herbert go
out under terrific fire and bring
back their men over and over and
that because of their true devo-
tion to their men and their heroic
disregard of self they were able|
to see all of their men safe, ex-
cept three. And then the most|
dramatic part of the story—War-|
ren was as excited telling me about |
it'again as I was to hear about it.|
He said that at the last John and
Herbert were caught behind their|
tanks, and the Germans had a|
divect target. on them.

“Warren said he saw with his
own eyes the German gunner in
the tank shoot first to. the right
and then to the left, and ovér
them, and at their feef, and that
he' is positive the German could
have blasted them with one twirk
of the wrist, that it was harder
te¢ miss: than to hit them. And
he said it was as plain as if he'd
heard the German say, {They're
such true soldiers, such brave boys
atfid such grand sports that they
shall have a chance.
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Dramatic Episode.

“He said it was really the most
dramatic episode he has seen and
that he couldn’t love a brother
more than he does John:

“‘That is a man!” he'd say over
and over,

“The colonel of John's regiment
wrote to Mr. Jones that he led
his men in combat against superior
numbers of German troops and
fought splendidly. %

“*'His courage and leadership
were an inspiration to men and
officer alike,” the colonel wrote.

“*You must have faith and hope
in* his ultimate return to you and
b€ proud of the gallant sacrifice
he had made in defense of his
flag and country. FEIEIE
“*The officers and men of the
First Armored Regiment join me

i ﬂf;gresmg our deepest sym-

“John's letters to his family—
ust a slim packet of notes; writ-
-on a single sheet of slick, lined

and . tural-
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|go indoors to read or loaf until

Iclass; of course, there are classes|

{been given a job “in the kitchen|
end of the camp.”

In his June 5 letter he mentions
ia letter received from home and|
| expresses his concern over the|
anguish and worry his parents|
must have experienced after he|
|was first reported missing in ac-
| tion. [
Er “] wish there had been some-|

thing I could have done to relieve|
|your feelings,” he said. |
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With Amon Carter, Jr. 1
Here he also speaks for the first|
me of a fellow prisoner, Amon |
arter, Jr., of Fort Worth: “Amon |§
arter got‘a couple of letters from |k
| his dad which he mentioned
lhaving just seen dad and Uncle
|Jess. It was written from New
York. Daddy, you and My. Car-
ter- are a fine pair! Did you ever
think you would end up with your @
sons both jailbirds?”

Then the Arabs'get a lambast-
ing from John’s.pencil: “Amon,
Jr., is just fine. He had a pretty
tough time with an Arab tribe be~
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fore he was captured but he
perfectly O. K. now. As far
that goes, I don’t believe any
the Americans here hold much
love for the Arabs. They are a
two-faced people who -always

¢ | favor the side which happens to
be winning. I have been cheered,
spat at and cheered again by the
same group of Arabs, depending
entirely which way the tide of

g ; i i | battle happened to be flowing at/fs
This “picture . of Lxet}tenant |the time. The French handle them
Jones was taken in a German |with a club, and I believe it is the|

{best method. At any rate, the1

| French are the only Europeans\
{the  Arabs respect.” i
) : | Rof

John’s postcard of July 8 con-
one description of |tributes a light touch for contrast:|#
Hem. : |“Dear Folks, I’ll surely make some |§
“T ysually get up between 7:00|Woman a fine husband. I'm a mas-

prison camp. It indicates that
John is well but disgusted with
the general situation.

fit

will all

and 7:30 and immediately rush|ter at cooking and laundry. In|
down to the dining hall for break- Jac@‘, I've Just imxshcd_hzmgmg out|
fast. After breakfast comes thel|a big wash. Before being captured

|I had no idea how much work was
|{involved in washing a pair of wool |4
!pant& I’'m’ convinced that wash~ ¥
}\\'omcn are grossly underpaid while
|cooks get more than they are
|worth.  Cooking is fun with pleas~ '
ant results. I'm still well and send
you my love.”
o o o

Note of Depression.

Then on July 12a card, remark-
ing on the cool weather again, but

morning count. The remainder of
the morning is spent in reading,
loafing, studying or if the day is
nice, walking .around the com-
pound in the sunshine.- After lunch
there is just a repetition of the
morning’s activities until time for
supper. After supper we have an-
other counting formation and then

bedtime. As you can see, our leis-|
ure i§ ‘practically unlimited. The
whole problem of camp life is to|

b ; losing e : pression:
find something to do. Needless to LO ale ,On 2 .note of depression
say, this' enforced idleness has 'm  still quite well although I
¥ ican’t say I'm very happy. This|}

given birth to many strange hob- e 2 ?
bies. Card games of all kinds:flour- |sort of life d,‘)c-’“ t tend to create,
ish, there are three pairs of dice|happiness. I'm working a little in|
available that are’ actually and;,the camp ady_mmstranon.and read- |
rapidly being worn out; three or |18 2 1?? to ““_mf_tlme- ;
four officers have taken up paint-| (J_Ohnb ']?ths b Asent by AL
ing and there is a big sketching;f}"‘“l’ mall}’cd. Mit Lu!‘;post,.

Par Avion,” and stamped with his

“address”: “Gepruft Oflag XXI B”
world. We have dramatic clubs, |°F ‘Geprult 7, Oflag IX A/,Zj'” His |§
athletic teams, glee clubs:'in fact, |[Dame and prison number, 1522, are
almost any hobby you could name o0 several,
has a-following ‘here.” In all of them, the plea for news'§
36 T {from home is recurrent. To date
: b this mother has written him about
Moved to New Camp. . |72 letters. She numbers them all
Early in June he wrote of beinglso he will know whether they ar-
moved to a new camp; ‘I think Iirive in the order they are written.
shall like this place wvery well.| But in those first months at
S ‘ {prison camp, John was hungry for
gﬁf nboléu?(;ggscrélfde%o‘)dV\?;dha\tgth comforting word from home:!§
o t Y | “Lately I've been developing a
fqiiéleit‘gbtég’rd‘%‘lfg} >e§\ lfcers; f‘;i |tremendous curiosity about what is
a ! u WO ,h5p bl ?nd 0 .ga {happening -at home,’t he wrote last!
_'er(ljng. eb 1?vet: alren ydoll,,ax‘f—iMay'
;/{8 " ;Onl’@ 5 a E'c_m?g an,‘ }I‘ng “Before T'was captured I had al-
a}t‘e 1"‘01“ on @ gil ‘;1” 2% tfs‘\\'ays managed to receive a fair
barticular section of .the countryinymper-of letters from home, even
resembles East Texas quite a bif.|i those periods when I wasn't able

in almost every language in the

It is ;‘ather lat, ‘sandy soil and |{; 45 much writing myself, But
lots of pine trees. The greatest| now I have heard nothing since the
difference is in the climate. ¥ itirst of January and a little Hous-

is quite cool even in the summer|ion. news would go mighty well,
P Ope of the most noticeable! “Klaybe it won't be so awfully
things is the-abundance of good-|muych longer before the letters start
looking horses. They resemblé coming in.”
Irish - horses quite a bit, except| And farther on :“I'll tell you
they-are a little lighter and look|something I would like from home,
like they have a greater percent-|a lot of pictures, just a buneh of
age of Arabian blood. -I doubt ifismall snapshots of the family, our
you  are very interested ‘in the|house—anything of interest.”
local horses, but I' cannot think of! - Then in June: “Mail is starting to
anything else to write about. I|come in better and better. As yet
am still in-good shape so far asi{I haven’t received any but it
health is concerned, but I'll real-shouldn’'t be much longer.”
ly be glad to start getting letters.”| “Give everyone my best,”’ write
Later he tells of the little gar-|the homesick young soldier
den flourishing, but says he hasiNazi prison. %
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