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team into the 2008 season.
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Program aims to capitalize on changing area economy

By LANDON DINNIN
Staff Reporter

A new energy technology
and management minor open
to all majors will be brought
before the Undergraduate
Council for consideration
Friday.

Already approved by the Col-
lege Committee, the minor is
an incorporation of the Neeley
School of Business, the College
of Science and Engineering and

the AddRan College of Human-
ities and Social Sciences.

Ken Morgan, associate dean
and director of operations for
the new Energy Institute, said
he is helping to push the minor
to be accepted by the Under-
graduate Committee.

Morgan described a tentative
list of classes students can take
to earn the minor. Included
are a variety of classes from
the business and economics

departments and a new geolo-
gy class, From Prospect to Pro-
duction, which Morgan said is
an overview of the entire pro-
cess of a drilling company.
“Our hope is that those
courses will help some stu-
dents prepare to be able to
study at that level to either get
into the petroleum engineering
side or the geological manage-
ment side of a company that
is studying the Barnett Shale,”

Morgan said.

The Barnett Shale is a natu-
ral gas deposit, which Morgan
said he believes will produce $5
billion to $10 billion a year for
the local economy in the forin
of potential job opportunities
and industry expansion.

Richard Hanson, geology
department chairman, said
the proposed minor would give
students a balanced series of
courses that could help them

in the petroleum industry:.

Because there is so much
going on in the petroleum
career field locally and glob-
ally, Hanson said, the addition
of the new minor could make
students a more competitive
and appealing to petroleum
businesses.

Andrew Schoolmaster, dean
of AddRan, said AddRan is
involved with the proposition
because economics majors are

one of the groups being tar-
geted as candidates for taking
up the new minor because of
their background with supply
and demand analysis.

“The minor is a really good
example of a new interdisci-
plinary program responding
to some of the market needs
in the area driven by the Bar-
nett Shale and its development
here in Fort Worth,” School-
master said.

Report indicates
relationships tied
to retention rates

By JORDAN HAYGOOD
Features Editor

As administrators say the
university is growing toward
a better learning community,
retention rates are increas-
ing.

Mike Scott, director of schol-
arships and financial aid, said
TCU has risen three percent-
age points, from 83 percent
retention to 86 percent, in the
past three years.

According to a report from
the 2007 Student Success Ini-
tiative, the uni-
versity hopes to
reach 88 per-
cent retention by
2010.

Scott said the
initiative began
in 2005 as a way
to help the uni-
versity from a
“physically sound

“Reputation is key
because it sends a
positive signal to
our students and
parents that we have A
a commitment when
we graduate.”

Victor Boschini
chancellor

ple will base their decisions
of which colleges to apply for
off of the rankings.”

According to the report,
findings to date suggest that
peer relationships are most
important in the retention
process.

Cathy Coghlan , associ-
ate director of institutjonal
research, said a study was
sent to students about a match
between expectations and
experiences, which revealed
students leaving after one
semester do so
because they
haven’t made
social connec-
tions.
great
example would
be students in
Greek organi-
zations have
higher reten-

aspect.”

“When we started the initia-
tive we did not think we had a
problem with retention rates,”
he said. “This is a big deal for
us. The increase reflects how
the university is doing what
we’re supposed to do.”

According to the report,
each percentage point increase
in retention means $410,000 in
returns to the university.

However, Scott said, those
numbers can be misleading.

“The money amount that the
report gives does not account
for the amount we give out
for scholarships and financial
aid,” he said. “That number is
a broad gross tuition rate. We
do not want students just for
the money.”

Chancellor Victor Boschini
said high retention rates are a
great reputation to have relat-
ing to both prospective stu-
dents and parents.

“Reputation is key because
it sends a positive signal to our
students and parents that we
have a commitment when we
graduate,” he said.

For a lot of prospective stu-
dents, Scott said, reputation is
also based off of rankings.

“When you ook at certain
rankings, such as US News, a
big part of those is made up by
retention,” Scott said. “As much
as you hate it, a lot of peo-

tion than those
that are not,” she said. “It is
all about making those con-
nections any way you can —
sometimes those connections
are not as visible as the Greek
organizations.”

Boschini agreed.

“Some students may give
you different excuses but
usually the main reason for
leaving is they do not feel con-
nected,” he said. “It is defi-
nitely a challenge to get all
students connected, but the
students have to go out there
and make an effort.”

Scott said some students
have left because of tuition
increases, but this does not
appear to significantly affect
retention rates.

“Basing retention off of
tuition is a very difficult criteri-
on to get your hands around,”
he said. “A lot of students will
say it is cost — it’s really not.
It is easier for students to put
the blame on tuition.”

Since tuition and retention
are rising at the same time,
Boschini said he does not see
tuition as a problem because
schools with higher tuition
often have higher retention.

To combat the loss of stu-
dents through transfer, Scott
said, the university is starting
an external recruit-back-pro-

See RETENTION, page 2

BASKETBALL IDOL
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ANH PHAM / Staff Photographer

Senior radio-TV-film major Lauren King sings the national anthem during halftime of a men's basketball game against the University of New Mexico on Tuesday at Daniel-
Meyer Coliseum. King is one of the contestants in National Anthem Idol, a contest by the athletics marketing department.

Students compete in national anthem contest

By BIBEK BHANDARI
Staff Reporter

reverberated through the coliseum.
King, one of the contestants for the

Silence engulfed the buzzing at the
Daniel-Meyer Coliseum before TCU

played New Mexico.

As senior radio-TV-film major Lau-
ren King took center stage and sang
the national anthem Tuesday, her voice

National Anthem Idol contest orga-
nized by athletics marketing depart-
ment, unveiled her vocal aptitude in
front of more than 3,000 people.

“It was just another performance,”
said King, who has been singing the

national anthem at volleyball and base-
ball games. “I liked it a lot.”

King is one of the seven contestants
who have been performing at the TCU
basketball games. ;

The audition for the National Anthem
Idol began November at the Universi-

See ANTHEM, page 2

Changes to minor raise participation

By PATTY ESPINOSA
Staff Reporter

When Jill C. Havens became
the British and Colonial/Post-
colonial Studies minor pro-
gram director in 2005, three
students were enrolled in the
program. Because of recent
changes, the award-winning
minor now boasts 11 students
as declared minors.

Havens said some key

changes were made to the
minor — one course was
eliminated in favor of other
areas of study, transfer credit
limitations were eased and
course requirements changed
to incorporate other depart-
ments around the universi-
ty.

This year alone, the num-
ber of declared minors
has doubled, Havens said.

Michael Butler, associate
dean of AddRan College of
Humanities and Social Sci-
ences, said he was not sur-
prised at all by the number
increase.

“The program is very fac-
ulty and student-driven, and
we hope to see it continue
to grow in the future,” But-
ler said.

Katy Garrison, a British

studies minor, said she hasn’t
felt a change because she was
grandfathered into the origi-
nal program.

Havens said the changes
make the minor more flexible
and able to better suit the
needs of more students.

Havens said students used
to be limited to nine hours
of transfer credit from TCU’s

See MINORS, page 2

WEATHER

TODAY: Mostly cloudy, 55/29
TOMORROW: Partly cloudy, 42/26
SATURDAY: Mostly sunny, 55/27

PECULIAR FACT

MASTIC, N.Y. — Police say a man was arrested
this week for walking on a highway with a
14-foot python wrapped around him.

— Associated Press

TODAY'S HEADLINES

NEWS: Tuition promises become more common, page 4

OPINION: New toys teach poor fiscal values, page 3

SPORTS: Track season gets a running start, page 6

CONTACT US

Send your questions,
compliments, complaints
and hot tips to the staff at
NEWS@DAILYSKIFF.COM
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FROM THE TOP

JEF LARREMORE / Special to the Skiff

Workers assemble the refinished Frog Fountain on Dec. 12. Jef Larremore, the Web services coordinator for Student Affairs, watched the fountain go up last month and
took this photo from the roof of the Brown-Lupton Student Center. To see more photos, visit the Skiff's newsroom blog at blogs.tcudailyskiff.com. If you have photos

for the Skiff you can send them to yourtcu@dailyskiff.com.
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Now,
hours can be trans-

London Centre last year.
up to 12
ferred in, and all courses from
the London Centre apply to the the
minor. Other study abroad sites, is

I'he best
program
studying
abroad,” Gar-
said. “I
was in London
in 2005 when
it was bombed,
so it was really

rison

TRAFFIC TIGKETS

Defended in Fort Worth, Arlington,
Richland Hills, Benbrook, Crowley,

including the British Isles,
Australia and India,
allow courses to transfer
and apply toward the pro-
gram in the future.
part

“The program is very

Harry Parker, chair of the
TCU theatre department.
The minor focuses on the
culture and history of Great
Britain and its former and
current colonies, accord-
ing to the pro-
gram brochure.
Another focal
point listed in
the brochure is
globalization
and the impact
Great Britain
continues to
have on the rest
of the world.
To emphasize
the program’s

will

about

faculty and student-
driven, and we hope
to see it continue to
grow in the future.”
Michael Butler
associate dean,
AddRan College
of Humanities and

Social Sciences

Hurst, Euless, Grapevine, and i
elsewhere in Tarrant County. 'he London
A theatre pro-
*No p{omnses as to results. gam 46 e
*Any fme.and anyAcourt costs such option
are not mclgded in fee for legal N v
representation. able for ‘stu-

James R. Mallory dents.

Attorney at Law

3024 Sandage Ave.
Fort Worth, TX 76109-1793
817.924.3236

www.JamesMallory.com

ments take

classes in

“We’re happy to have stu-
dents from other
our
London,”

goals, Havens
said the depart-
ment molded the minor into

depart-
theatre
said

study courses from a vari-
ety of departments such as
art history, journalism and

an interdisciplinary area of

political science.

“(The minor) supports
the university’s
statement and puts empha-
sis on the global commu-
nity,” Havens said.

The program’s mission is
to provide students with
an understanding of Brit-
ain’s history and culture in
order to boost the under-
standing of globalization

mission

in today’s society, accord- -

ing to its Web site.

Havens said she believes
the program now has
more visibility, publicity
and increased leadership
than it did before. Future
plans for the British stud-
ies minor include
publicity, more student
involvement and other
events and functions that
highlight the focus of the
said.

more

minor, she
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ty Recreation Center. It was
an open call for anyone 16
to 28, said Mandi Lynne
Knight, marketing assis-
tant and coordinator of the
event. Fifteen participants,
all TCU students, showed up
for the preliminary round
and were judged on how
well they knew the words
of the national anthem, how
well they hit the musical
notes and their voice qual-
ity, Knight said.

“I was really surprised by
the turnout,” said John Fes-
tervand, assistant director
of athletics marketing. “It’l]
grow into a tradition.”

The 15 participants were
narrowed to seven, who have
been performing at basket-
ball games. Four semi-final-
ists will be chosen through
online voting at TCU'’s ath-
letics Web site, -gofrogs.
com. The athletics market-
ing department,
athletics director
Danny Morrison
and season tick-
et holders who
have heard all
the contestants
will judge the

“College sports
are not only about
games. It's what goes
on around the g

that makes it fun.

George Bradford

who has listened to all the
contestants, praised King’s
performance.

“She’s the best one I've
ever heard,” she said.

Knight said the National
Anthem Idol contest was
proposed to boost atten-
dance at the games.

She said the main objec-
tive of the show focused on

reating a competition that
would last for several years,
promote TCU’s diverse tal-
ent and honor the nation in
a unique way.

Festervand said the com-
petition also helps add to the
environment at Daniel-Mey-
er Coliseum.

“We put a great product
on the court but one of our
goals was to enhance our
overall fan experience,” Fes-
tervand said. “By doing the
national anthem we’re hop-
ing the fans have fun and
come back.”

George Bradford, class of
‘64, said anything the athlet-
ics department
does to help the
fans have a bet-
ter experience
at the
good.

fCollege
sports are not

games is
yame

winner. alumnus only about
SEveryone games,” Brad-
in the compe- ford said. “It’s

tition has a distinct voice
and that’s what makes it
unique,” Knight said. "They
all love to sing and share
the same passion of sing-
ing, and TCU students really
want to do something pos-
itive that showcases their
talent while honoring our
nation.”

King heard about the
contest through e-mail and
went for the audition.

“I've been singing my
entire life,” King said. “I'll
be happy and excited if I
win, and it wouldn’t put a
scar on me if I lose.”

Joan Robinson, one of the
event staffers at the game

what goes on around the
game that makes it fun.”

The National Anthem Idol
will get a prize package
from the athletics depart-
ment, open the 2008 base-
ball season with the national
anthem and perform at a
public venue, which will be
disclosed March 8.

The preliminary round
will end Jan. 30, and the
four semi-finalists will
perform in the following
games until Feb. 2. The
National Anthem Idol will
be announced March 8 dur-
ing halftime of the final
game against Baylor.

RETENTION

From page 1

gram to begin this year.

Scott said the universi-
ty always follows up on stu-
dents.

“If a student does transfer
to another school, we stay in
touch with them by sending
them information and per-
sonal phone calls,” he said.
With two more percentage
points to reach the final goal,
Coghlan said, the next three
years will be the most diffi-
cult.

“We have already done
what we think we have done
— the obvious ways to raise
retention,” she said. “These
last points are going to be
hard.”

Scott said when the faculty
sat down to look at how to raise
retention they forgot a simple

attempt: personally calling the
students who had not enrolled
for the following semester.

“As crazy as it sounds, a
major issue is students actu-
ally forget to sign up for class-

s,” he said. “Then we have
the students who are in grade
trouble and just freeze, and as
many times as we try to help
them, they just do not move
forward.”

Boschini, Coghlan and Scott
all agreed to raise retention
even more, it is going to take
a joint effort from everyone on
campus.

“Next year we are actually
going to have a faculty-wide
common reading to get them
all on one level,” Boschini said.
“We now are going into the
most difficult stages and it is
going to take a combined effort
out of everyone — campus, fac-
ulty, staff and students.”

€:00 p.m.

or call: 8 ) 12 4280

SEWELL JON

AmericanAirtines

McDavid Studio - 301 Eest 5th Street
od.jocont tO Boss Hlll Fort Worth 76102

Full-ride and $15,000
Scholarships available

*$900/year for books

*monthly stipend:
$300-freshmen
$350-sophomore
$450-junior
$500-senior

*Express scholarships

Russian

for electrical or computer
engineering, nursing, and i

A college elective that leads to a great career!

Not to mention...

-Officer’'s Commission
-Starting pay over $40,000
-30 days paid vacation a year
-Low cost life insurance

-Free medical and dental care
-Scholarship opportunities
-Benefits for dependents

Don’t miss out on this great
opportunity! -

Get started today by
calling 817-257-6470 or
email us at
tcuafrotc@tcu.edu

TCU UTA TCC

TAKE-OUT window & T0-GO orders

Open from 11 to 11 e 7 days a week

3015

S. University Dr.

Fort Worth

.386.9601
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