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Students take extra year
to cram more credits in

By ERIN KUJANEK
Stafy Reporter

With graduation caps
strapped to their heads and
diplomas in hand, many stu-
dents are preparing to take
the graduation walk — a
year late,

The additional, fifth year,
also nicknamed rhe “victo-
ry lap,” isn’'t uncommon any
more,

Fifty-one percent of col-
lege students graduare from
baccalaureate institutions
within five years of initial
enrollment, according to the
American College Testing's
Web site

Although more students

are currently taking an extra
year to graduate, the ACT
Web site said the gradua-
tion rate has remained the
same,

TCU remains consistent
with the ACT statistics,

In 2002, according to the
TCU Web site, 1,452 fresh-
men enrolled at TCU. Four
years later, there were 1,506
bachelor's degrees given
out during May 2006 grad-
uation

Walker Turney, a senior
studies
major, is required to have
124 hours to graduate in
his program. To be able
to graduate in four years,

communication

he would need to enroll in
at least 15 hours minimum
each semester

Turney chose to enroll
in 12 hours each semester
during his freshman and
sophomore years. Since an
average of more than 15
hours a semester is nec
essary to graduate in four
years, he will be a semes
ter late,

“I'll be done in Decem
ber, along with the rest ol
my buddies,”
“It doesn’t bother me.”

Although some students
have no problem staying an
extra semester, some can
not afford to

Turney said

Ashley Howie
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COMMENTARY

We're failing higher education

McClatehy-Tribune News Service

America’s higher education
superiority — once taken for
granted worldwide
ger of slipping away

I'wo bipartisan reports, one
this week from the National
Conference of State Legislatures
and another in September from
a commission appointed by U8
Secretary of Education Marga
ret Spellings, lament growing
gaps in colleges’ accessibility
affordability and accountabil

is in dan

ity. They see a crisis brewing,
especially for poor and minor
ity students

But more than individual stu
dents would lose out. Without
diverse, affordable universi
ties, America will be unable to
develop a workforce prepared
o meet future needs

Nationally, for every 100

ninth graders who enter high
school, only 18 finish college
within six years

While not everyone needs to
RO 1o a four-year college, 90 per
cent of the future’s fastest-grow
ing jobs will require some form
of postsecondary education

America has been shortsight
ed in neglecting higher educa
tion. While the United States
once dominated the world in
higher education attainment, it
now ranks a sorry 12th among
major industrialized nations

I'he Spellings report rec
ommends an easy first step
Simplify the stupetying “Free
Application for Federal Student
Aid," or FAFSA, which makes
IRS forms look casy

I'he National Conference
report calls on state legislatures

to incorporate higher education

in economic development plan-
ning. Legislators should stop
funding schools “reactively,”
in response to job shortages or
other crises

Both reports insist on bet-
ter accountability. Graduation
rates, not enrollment, measure
SUCCOSS

e assumption that most
postsecondzry
involves 18- to 24-year-olds
studying at four-year schools
must end. Of today’s 14 million
undergraduates, more than four
in 10 attend community colleg-
es. Nearly one-third are older
than 24. Forty percent study
part-time

America needs a flexible,
affordable, accountable system
to educate its future workforce
Americans shouldn't presume
they already have one

education

Rebecca Swaim

Rebecca,

Ashley, “Success is the sum of small
efforts, repeated day in and
You are such a wonderful day out.”
person. Brilliant and loving.
Lindsey and I are so proud
of you. As you go out into

the new world you will be a

We are so proud of all
your successes. You've
worked hard these last

great success, four years and it shows!

Congratulations!
Congratulations,
XX00),
Mimi and Lindsey
Mom, Dad and Alex

Liz Crawford

Dorothy,

Congratulations
on being our third
generation Horned
Frog to graduate
from TCU!! We
are proud of you!

Your Loving
Grandparents,
Paul and Pat
Vinsant

TCU Drug and Alcohol
is saluting their...

yperFrog Seniors

Congratulations
Lance Kearns, Brett Buesncel, and

Dan Scl‘lmit

“Exdiniple is not the main thing in

influenicing othegs, ICs the only
thing.” -Dr. Mbeprt Schweitzer
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Dear Liz,

We are so proud
of you! May
God continue to
bless you in all
that you do.

Congratulations
and love,

Mom, Dad and
Emily

The Graduation Card

You Can Eat with a Spoon’
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Amber,

You couldn’t
make us any
prouder! Good
luck teaching!
We love you!

Mom, Dad and
Amanda
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Senior leaves niche at university, hopes to give to community

By MICHELLE EUPERIO
Staff Reporter ey

Yendor Reese has come a
long way from once being
called “snot boy” as a child
to becoming a rock star

Reese was known as the
“nerdy, snotty boy” in ele-
mentary school because
of his runny nose during
“Field Day"” events

He is now seen as any-
thing but

Reese was named after
his father, Rodney. Yendor
is Rodney backward

Reese, a senior communi-
cation studies major, is the
lead singer for RedTape, a
rock and R&B band with a
gospel message he created
two years ago with alum
nus Mark Lettieri

There are no labels and

no stigmas,” Reese said
‘We put the red tape over
the label they put on us.”

I'he band was originally

called Red Ink but had to

Katie Lacker
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Cong

Dustin Cook and Sam Peck

be changed because that
name already existed

“The band sounds like
rock 'n’ roll goes to church
but likes to dance on Satur-
day nights,” Reese said

Reese used to sing at in
high school and was origi-
nally a vocal performance
major.

“I love performing
because people understand
what I am doing,” Reese
said. “1 like performing
with a choir because I am
touched by some emotion-
al pieces while performing
with my band is just fun.”

Reese, who likes to dress
in style, can be seen rid-
ing a Razor Electric Scooter
around campus,

Reese envisions the per-
fect outfit as tight jeans and
I-shirt, a pair of incredi-
ble boots, a scarf around
the neck and a jacket but
credits his dreadlocks as
his source of confidence

Krista,

We are so proud
of you. You've
always strived to
succeed, as we
know you will in
life.

Love,

Mom, Dad,
Christopher and
Kayla

“It has taken me three
years to grow (them),”
Reese said. “I used to be
bald, but now | feel this is
more me.”

Reese has been involved
with Brothers Under Christ,
Word of Truth Gospel
Choir, Mu Phi Epsilon, First
Year Experience as a Frog
Camp facilitator, Youth-
Works and was a LEAPS
team leader.

Reese was also voted Mr.
ICu in 2005

“1 was relieved when
it was over, but it really
showed me the opportuni-
ty | have being here while
gaining a quality educa-
tion and making such won-
derful friendships,” Reese
said

Reese also credits the
late-night escapades with
fellow Frog Camp facilita-
tors as some of his memo
rable college experiences

Reese will graduate this
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Tom Hutchins and Kelsey Biegert

Katherine Hamre and Stacey Bieber
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Ric Neaves

Lindsey Finken

May in hopes to pursue a
career of music or to work
with famed super-stars.

“I am excited to find out
who I am without TCU,”
Reese said. “1 love it here,
and it has been such a huge
part of me, but I am ready
to try something new.”

Although he said his
friends will be missed
most, Reese has hopes to
someday travel to Barcelo-
na, Spain, to be immersed
with the beautiful culture,
people and weather.

No matter what happens
after graduation, Reese
wants to give back to the
community, help build com-
munity centers and contin-
ue support for groups such
as Invisible Children and
HOPE Farms

“I want to be a friend
to anyone,” Reese said. “I
want to be able to make
an impact on people’s lives
positively.”

Laura,

being named Mr, TCU, Reese has been involved in Brothers Under Chri

We are so proud
of you and your
accomplishments!

You are such a joy
in our lives. We

love you!

Congratulations,

Mom and Dad
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SKIFF ARCHIVES
Mr. and Ms, TCU, Yendor Reese and Mary Kelly, wave to the crowd after their coronation in 2005, Along with

5t, Mu Phi Epsilon and Frog Camp

Cheryl,

You are a delight
to all who know
you, We are so
proud of you.
Congratulations!

With all our love,

Mom and Dad

Marsh Lunati
Kyle Mitts

Sam Peck

Brett Taylor
Lauren Vaughan
Claudia Vaz
Hunter White
Xi Zhu
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Report shows higher education in the U.S. lags behind other nations

By JANE STANCILL
McClatchy Newspapers

RALEIGH, N.C, — The
nation’s colleges and univer-
sities need to churn out 37
percent more graduates each
year by 2025 if the United
States is to compete with the
best performing nations, a
new report says,

It was the latest in a series
of alarm bells from national
organizations that warn that
the United States is losing
its competitive edge in high-
er education, which could
risk the country’s econom-
ic future and social well-
being. At the same time,
costs are rising, students
are paying higher prices
and, some studies suggest,
college graduates’ skills are
declining.

The United States is fall-
ing behind other developed
nations in higher education
degree production, and the
gap will grow to 16 million
degrees by 2025, said the
report, “Hitting Home: Qual-

«

ity, Cost and Access Chal-
lenges Confronting Higher
Education Today.”

The data is from the
National Center for High-
er Education Management
Systems for a new project
called Making Opportunity
Affordable.

“We believe there is a
real and growing productiv-
ity problem in the United
States,” said Travis Reindl,
author of the report and
leader of the initiative.

The country must expand
opportunity at a cost that
taxpayers and students can
afford, Reindl said, and that
will require deep change to
a higher education system
that often values reputation
over results,

The report’s message is
stark:

— Seven nations — Bel-
gium, Canada, Ireland,
Japan, Norway, South Korea
and Sweden — already lead
the United States in the per-
centage of adults with two-

year degrees or higher.

— Among 30 developed
nations, the United States
and Germany are the only
countries in which the per-
centage of younger work-
ers with degrees lags that
of older workers.

— To remain globally
competitive by 2025, 55 per-
cent of U.S. adults will need
to have degrees, compared
to about 40 percent today.
To close the gap, 10 million
more minorities must earn
college degrees by then,

“We want more students
to and through (college),”
Reindl said, “We want to
improve quality, We want
to contain the cost.”

The group recommends
many changes, including
containing costs, strengthen-
ing collaborations between
community colleges and
four-year campuses, reduc-
ing remedial work, elimi-
nating underused academic
programs and promoting
swifter student progress

Ash,

We are so proud of
you Gerdie Girl!
We know your
future is great.
Congratulations!

Love,

Dad and Mom,
Chas, Ashley, Adam,
Toby

Adam,

yourself.

Amber
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toward graduation,

The report suggests incor
porating more technology in
academic courses and using
professors as tutors rather
than lecturers.

One group, the National
Center for Academic Trans-
formation, tested that idea
and found that 25 of 30
schools with redesigned
courses had better jearn-
ing outcomes and average
costs that were 37 percent
lower,

Lackluster graduation
rates remain an obstacle in
the United States, which,
according to one recent mea-
sure, ranks in the top five
in the proportion of young
people who go to college
but 16th in the proportion
who finish

If institutions were fund
ed based on their back door
completion rates rather than
their front door enrollment
rates, Reindl said, the sys
tem’s productivity would
surge.

Katy,

Yahoo! A
graduate of TCU!
We are so proud.

Love you,

Mom, Dad and
Cally

Here you are ready to begin
a new adventure, Set goals
for yourself, stay focused,
and persevere until you
reach them. Put God first
and family second. Have
faith in your future, hope in
your heart and love others as

We Love You,
Dad, Mom, Michael and

Nations leading the United States
in the percentage of adults with
two-year degrees or higher

Belgium
Canada
Ireland
Japan
Norwa%
South Korea
Sweden

#United States
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Adrienne,

Time to blow out the
candles and wish for
aJOB! We are so
proud of you and all
you've accomplished
the last four years!

LLove and
Congratulations,

Mom and Dad

Nikki,

You have always had that
“never give up attitude”,
which makes us very proud
of you. Your dream has
come true and your family
and friends couldn’t be

happier for you

Love,

'HE RAINBOW
COALITION

Dad, Mom, Zack, Susan,
Manzale, Kristi, Mikayla,
Reginald and Little Reggie
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