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Plan to offer buffet-style dining in new campus eatery

By JULIETA CHIQUILLO
Staff Writer

A dining plan will go into
effect next fall giving students
unlimited access to meals in
the new dining hall at the
Brown-Lupton University
Union, said the general man-
ager of Dining Services.

“The resident meal plan is
going to be a big difference
from the retail, declining-bal-
ance program we currently
have,” said Rick Flores, gen-
eral manager of Dining Ser-

vices. Flores said the meal
plan essentially gives students
membership to the dining hall
at the new student union.

To access the dining hall,
students will swipe their ID
cards at either of the two entry
points. Once inside, students
can have whatever meals they
want, but they cannot take
them to go, Flores said.

The idea behind this is to
promote a sense of community
by having students eat their
meals together at the new din-

ing hall instead of taking meals
to their rooms, Flores said.

The cost of membership to
the new dining hall has not yet
been set, but it will be a single
price in the range of $1,900
to $2,100 per semester, Flores
said. All on-campus residents
will be required to pay this
amount, except Tom Brown-
Pete Wright apartments resi-
dents, whose plan has not been
determined, Flores said.

Current dining plans range
from $600 to $1,800.

The new dining plan will
feature retail points that will be
added to the price of member-
ship to the dining hall, Flores
said. Retail points work like a
debit card and will be offered
in amounts of $100, $150 and
$200. Add-ons can be made
throughout the semester.

Flores said students will use
their retail points to purchase
items in other on-campus din-
ing locations — Sub Connec-
tion, Bistro Burnett, NRG and
Pond St. Grill. Edens and Deco

Deli will not return next fall,
but there will be stations with
similar concepts in the new
dining hall, Flores said.

A restaurant, a coffee sta-
tion and a convenience store
located in the new student
union will also accept retail
points, Flores said. The con-
venience store will replace
Frog Bytes.

Optional block plans will be
offered to commuters, faculty
and staff, Flores said. Block
plans give non-residents a

number of accesses to the din-
ing hall per semester. These
plans will also feature retail
points.

Non-residents who decide

against a plan can pay door
rates for breakfast, lunch and
dinner, Flores said.

Kirk Kindy, a sophomore

political science major and
SGA chair of Dining Services,
said the unlimited-access sys-
tem will give students more
options.

See DINING, page 2

Foundation
to be repaid
after wreck

By MEGAN MOWERY
Staff Reporter

A TCU student who said he
drove into the Wesley Foun-
dation’s building last week is
working to repay the founda-
tion.

Police said a black Toyota
Tundra struck the building on
W. Lowden Street early on the
morning of Sept. 19.

The student identified him-
self to a Skiff reporter as the
driver of the vehicle.

The student’s father said
Wednesday his son fell asleep
at the wheel and the family’s
insurance company is working
with the foundation to pay for
the damage to the building.

The Rev. Lindsay D. Church-
man, United Methodist Church
campus minister, said the
foundation is not going to
file charges against the stu-
dent, but he is not sure what
the Fort Worth police will do.
He said they are awaiting an
estimate of the damage to the
building.

The student has not contact-
ed the Fort Worth police, said
Sgt. Rodney Bangs, supervi-
sor of the traffic investigation
unit. He said he knows the
name of the registered owner
of the vehicle but is not able
to release the name.

Bangs said the district
attorney will need to speak
to the driver to determine if
any criminal charges will be
pursued.

Neighborhood police offi-
cer Kirk Byrom said the driver
of the vehicle “failed to con-
trol speed to prevent a col-
lision.”

There were no skid marks
on the pavement and no sign
the driver tried to brake until
he was on the grass, Byrom
said.
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By CAROLINE LOCKWOOD
Staff Reporter

Students who have
desired to major in French
or German, but never got
the chance to, now have
the opportunity.

German and French
studies majors are now
available to students.
Introduced this semester,
this is the first time Ger-
man has been offered as
a major.

French has been offered
as a major at TCU in the
past, but because of low
enrollment the depart-
ment stopped accepting

MICHAEL BOU-NACKLIE / Photo Editor
Blaine Campbell, a junior biology major, practices before the start of the Pi Kapp Push basketball wheelchair tournament. The
philanthropy event raises money to benefit people with disabilities.

new applicants, said Sha-
ron Fairchild, chairwoman
of the department of mod-
ern languages and litera-
tures.

Fairchild said the new
French studies major is
different from the original
one because it offers more
content. Both the French
and German studies pro-
grams will offer more than
just languages and litera-
ture courses.

Scott G. Williams, asso-
ciate professor of German,
said the mixed content
helps students address cul-
ture, community and com-
munication.

“They say that you’ll
never know another cul-
ture if you don’t know the
language,” Williams said.
“But now students will
know more.” ;

Fairchild said the depart-
ment did a study to look
at other programs and uni-
versities to see what dif-
ferent models were out
there.

An analysis conducted
by foreign language pro-
fessors of the Modern Lan-
guage Association called

dds two

language majors

for foreign language pro-
grams across the nation to
offer other areas of disci-
pline to enable students to
be translingual and trans-
cultural.

After doing studies
and reading the report,
Fairchild said, the French
department re-evaluated
the major and the Ger-
man department began to
create its major. With this,
the old French major was
remodeled and a new Ger-
man major was added.

Students who major in
either program will be
required to take 30 hours
of upper level courses. Fif-
teen of these hours will
include courses in which
language, culture, litera-
ture and cinema are stud-
ied.

The other half of cours-
es will come from other
departments that are in
some way connected to
the students’ language of
specialization, Fairchild
said.

“The content that a stu-
dent majoring in French
studies, for example,
would have the possibil-
ity to do studies in include
history, political science,
anthropology, art, history,
fine arts, music, theatre

See MAJOR, page 2
FOR YOUR INFO

Learn more

The Department of Modern
Languages and Literatures
will hold an open reception
to introduce the French
and German studies major
programs Oct. 17 in Reed
Hall from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Moudy Building hosts Metroplex art exhibit, features 39 Texas artists

By ALLIE BROWN
Staff Reporter

From postcards to quilts to
a life-sized gorilla, the art-
work of 39 artists from 16
Texas counties is now avail-
able to view without ever leav-
ing campus.

Moudy Building North is
showcasing these pieces of art
at the 25th annual Art in the
Metroplex exhibition, which
runs from Sept. 8 to Oct. 3.

Kasey Waas, a sophomore
art history major and student
volunteer, said the exhibit is
TCU’s annual contribution to

the DFW area’s museum and
school exhibitions. Waas said
it is also an opportunity for
six local artists to be awarded
money for their talents. The
top award presented to an art-
ist was the Beth Lea and John
L. Clardy Memorial Award
with a gift of $1,000.

Independent curator and
juror Michael Dunkin chose
the artwork after being hired
by the art and art history
department. Dunkin gave a
description of why he chose
the particular pieces at Gal-
lery night Sept. 8.

According to the Fort Worth
Art Dealers Association’s Web
site, viewers should expect to
be challenged and stimulated
by the top works in painting,
drawing, photography, print-
making, sculpture and mixed
media.

Shelley Hampe, a graduate
student, said she thinks the
best way to get a good expla-
nation of what the juror was
thinking is by taking a stroll
through the gallery.

“The juror selects the piec-
es,” Hampe said. “Usually, he
has an agenda or a certain

vision he is going for when
selecting them.”

Waas agreed and said
when walking through, she
thought the juror had a very
specific style in mind.

“I think it’s very eclectic
in terms of style but all of
it seems to have a modern
feel,” Hampe said. “I don’t
think he was trying to fit a
certain type, just whatever
moved him.”

Hampe was the only TCU
student chosen to have her
artwork appear in the exhib-
it, and although she was not

a recipient of any awards,
she said the opportunity was
enough.

“I was surprised because
this is noted as a hard show
to be a part of,” Hampe said.
“They choose big time cura-
tor people so I was shocked
and very excited at the same
time.”

Hampe said part of her
excitement was knowing
that people are taking time
to look at her work.

“I guess you could say it
builds awareness of what you're
doing,” Hampe said. “You're not

going to go spend time with
artwork you don’t like.”

Waas said the exhibit gets
its fair share of attention.

“On weekends there tends
to be a lot of local people but
throughout the day there’s
mostly students and faculty
visiting,” Hampe said.

The artists will take home
their individual pieces Oct.
3, but in the meantime, the
exhibit is open Monday
through Sunday. Specific
information about the gal-
lery can be found at www.
artandarthistory.tcu.edu.
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PECULIAR FACT

undergarments slipped off with hundreds of bras
from a Victoria‘s Secret store in broad daylight.
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“Students don’t have to wor-
ry about running out of mon-
ey,” Kindy said.

But other students have res-
ervations about the new din-
ing plan.

“To raise the price that much
is unnecessary, especially with
the cost of tuition and resi-
dence halls going up,” said
Jake Roberts, a junior account-

ing major.

The new dining hall will hold
more than 600 people, Flores
said. Outdoor terrace seating
will offer space for an addition-
al 175 people, he added.

LCD monitors will display
the menu at each entrance and
inside the dining hall, Flores
said.

“We're giving students a lot
more options and a gorgeous
location to have their meals,”
Flores said.

MAJOR

__From page 1
and several other depart-
ments that have agreed to
have their courses count
toward their majors,” Fairch-
ild said.

Fairchild said other cul-
tures see Americans has a
different culture, so it is

important to learn about the
other cultures, just like they
learn about us. Taking these
courses will help sensitize
students not only to our cul-
ture, but to other cultures as
well, Fairchild said.

“This is an attempt to
broaden and deepen the
knowledge of how to func-
tion in another culture by
students,” Fairchild said.
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CDC investigations obstruct A&M

By EMILY RAMSHAW
The Dallas Morning News

AUSTIN, Texas — For three
years, inspectors from the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention found warning signs
in Texas A&M University’s bio-
defense program — everything
from unauthorized lab workers
with access to dangerous agents
to problems with how patho-
gens were stored.

But the federal agency’s annu-
al inspections, obtained by The
Dallas Morning News last week,
failed to turn up cases of human
illness and exposure to some
of the world’s most infectious
diseases. The problems weren’t
revealed until a persistent bio-
weapons activist and the news
media began to investigate.

CDC officials say they
responded immediately to news
this summer that A&M had
failed to report one illness and
several other exposures to dan-
gerous pathogens. They halted
the university’s federally funded
“select agent” research, sent 18
investigators to the campus and
issued an extensive report on
biosafety failures at A&M.

But they've offered no
explanation for their own
oversights, raising serious
questions about how well
the agency polices select-
agent research at nearly 350
other U.S. labs it monitors and
whether the public might be at
risk. These and other biosafe-
ty concerns will be the subject
of a congressional hearing in
Washington next month.

“The (federal) biodefense

program has cropped up all
over the country, and we have
far more people handling bio-
logical weapons agents than at
any other time,” said Edward
Hammond, director of the
Sunshine Project, the Austin-
based organization that first
revealed the A&M breaches.
“What happened at Texas
A&M makes me very suspi-
cious of the quality level of
any of the inspections.”

Texas A&M Chancellor Mike
McKinney, who has accused the
CDC of “piling on” at his uni-
versity, said he doesn’t fault the
agency for “not catching every
detail” in their earlier inspec-
tions.

“It was our responsibility,”
McKinney said. “But people in
glass houses shouldn’t throw
stones.”

CDC spokeswoman Ber-
nadette Burden said she can’t
speak to any allegations of the
agency “sharing the blame” with
A&M'’s National Center for For-
eign Animal and Zoonotic Dis-
ease Defense, established with
an $18 million federal homeland
security grant.

“This is an ongoing investi-
gation,” she said. “We’re work-
ing closely with the university
to resolve these issues.”

During visits to A&M in
2004, 2005 and 2006, CDC
inspectors repeatedly found
security mishaps that troubled
them: Unauthorized workers
with access to infectious dis-
eases. Improper storage of
dangerous agents and infected
animals. And inadequate secu-
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rity plans, training procedures
and record-keeping.

Investigators also reported
sanitation problems in their
inspection reports — every-
thing from an apparent insect
infestation to lab workers fail-
ing to wash their hands or
remove their lab coats imme-
diately after experiments.

But they didn't find records
of a 2004 accident in which a
worker was stuck with a needle
tainted with Brucella, a bacteri-
um that can cause an infectious
disease — an incident the uni-
versity did not report.

Nor did investigators deter-
mine that unauthorized experi-
ments with that agent were being
conducted in university labs.

And they didn’t discover
the Brucella infection of a
lab worker not approved to
work with the agent, though
the woman was home sick
with symptoms of the dis-
ease during the CDC’s 2006
inspection.

The university didn’t try to
clue them in. A&M failed to
report the February 2006 Bru-
cella illness and several expo-
sures to Q-Fever — a disease
characterized by fever, head-
aches and sore throat — that
occurred later that year to the
agency until April 2007, and
then only after Hammond’s
group applied pressure by
demanding public records on
the incidents.

“What’s pretty clear is that
the public information act, not
the inspections, is what has
alerted the government to the
accidents that have occurred,”
Hammond said.

Many of the problems
the CDC did find during its
inspections appear to have

recurred from year to year,
despite repeated correspon-
dence between the university
and the agency indicating the
lapses were being addressed.
None of those mishaps result-
ed in a financial penalty or
probation for A&M. And the
problems continued.

In the year after the CDC’s
2006 inspection, A&M lost
track of a mouse infected with
Q Fever, which humans can
contract from animals. Two
outside health care officials
crossed paths with a Brucella
researcher before the research-
er had decontaminated after
an experiment. And yet anoth-
er lab worker reported high
levels of Q Fever antibodies.

The first time the CDC
addressed any of these security
breaches was in a non-routine
inspection this April, conduct-
ed in response to Texas A&M
reporting the Brucella incident
more than a year late.

But what the three inspec-
tors dispatched to the univer-
sity in April found paled in
comparison to what an 18-per-
son team of federal agents
uncovered in an emergency
July inspection: several miss-
ing vials of Brucella, and at
least seven cases in which
Texas A&M allowed unauthor-
ized access to select agents.

As a result, the univer-
sity’s select agent program
remains on hold and two
A&M research officials have
resigned. The inspector gen-
eral for the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Servic-
es, who levies financial pen-
alties of up to $500,000 for
biodefense security breach-
es, has not yet ruled on the
A&M case.
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