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INCANDESCENT LAMP DEPARTMENT 

GENERAL. ELECTRIC 
COMPANY 

LIGHTING RESEARCH LABORATORY 

M . LUCKIESH. D I RECTOR 

RE: ~ill Rogers Memorial 

Mr. Amon G. Carter 
Star-Telegram Building 
Fort Worth, Texas 

My dear Mr. Garter: 

December 11, 1935 

I believe you will be interested in the at­
tached letters and the small reproductions of large 
renderings of a m.:>nument to aviation as a memorial 
to Wi l Rogers. The originals are now in the hands 
of the Will Rogers Memorial Commission. 

I am writing this letter to a few members of 
this Commission who are also friends of Will Rogers 
and aviation with the hope that if they agree with 
the spirit and practicability of this suggested mem­
orial, they might wish to express themselves directly 
to the Committee on Memorials and perhaps publicly. 

MLuckiesh:MC 
enc 

Yours very truly, 

NELA PARK 

CLEVELAND. OHIO 

P~CG~ W~® 

I ... . 

DEC 16 19:\S 
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Form 490 

INCANDESCENT LAMP DEPARTMENT 

GENERAL. ELECTRIC 
COPY FOR rf.r. Amon G. Carter COMPANY 

Mr. OWen D. Youn, 
Will Rogers !emorial Committee 
570 wxington .venue 
Now York 1ty 

Dear ";:r • Young : 

:December 
?' 0 

l 9 3 5 

iST. G. T. rtaster11on, a y 1mg arch1 t$.Q\ associa.tod with us at 
N l ?ark , who has done s ome outs't nding work 1n ni-:ldern d•s1gn, disoussed 
with .e s ome t .me ~6 0 the rnatter of hy 1eal 1ne1norial to 111 Rogers. . at-
ura ll light ould pl y an important part in the idea. Being ram111ar with 
·r. •ssterson' ~bility and past aohievGr11ents, I .B-uggested the.t he submit a 
desltn f or an outstanding monument to t h~ $pirit and achieTement or aviation 
w, ieh I knew he had worked on. 

One need n?t 11rgu1& . hat Will Roger s m~ant to aviation and what avia­
tion meant t o him. All ill agr e pon thie. Cer1:a1nly aviation has progressed 
tar ~nou h 1. o deserve a eelllt'Eir appropr1 t.e to all its pres nt needs as well a s 
a museu.m conta1nin6 xhibit& e.~emplifyinz 1ta eYolution dur ng the past and in 
t he future- n e nsemble em:inaUng aud 81:ll!'hasizing it spirit of mrw .rreedom and 
new progreos eo character · stio lllld proph•t tio or man' endlal'Ss aehiove ent. ~111 
Ro5er~ -as so intimately aasooi, ted 'lfith v1 lion that 1t sef)ms to be a perfect 
opportunity tor olnt; somet111nL t hdi wlll 1nev1t.&bly b done. Howev~r, if done 
no it can b assooi.ited s rlasti .l wit his 11:limory. 

'tr . ·asterson 1a ubmitUn{S to you , as \...ha.lr n of he Will Ro er 
emorial Committee, hh conottption and design h oh not only e.xpresiaes the spir-

it and achievement of aviation but m m,,rialit• s Will Rogers n a ti t.t1ng nner. 
111 ogers 111 be re~embored. rut1ong many ot her s. for hi~ humnrm•ss. Re could 

b,s remembered. among few, for his service to :vi -i tion otdns to th intanoy ot 
vi tion and it need of friends. 

l am familiar with the 10ovement tor the es t ablishment ot s chools and 
hos pi ta.l f r undorpr ivile ed chil ren as memorh.ls to :1111 noser s. Certainly 
thue ar des,;,rving memoriala. Ho ~ever, in addition, is it, not desirable to 
have a physioal and material nu,nufflent sue as designed by Ilr . •aeterson that not 
only contrib tea dir otly to t e past, rir eaent and future of aviation, but . hat, 
all the advantage s o! something tha.t eon b8 read1l3 visuali e tl by everyone and 
v1sittd by 'lli llions or pea l•• ? 

S1neere1y yours, 

MLucklesh ~ ~c 



111 Roeors Uemorial Committee, 
570 Lexington Avenue, 
New York City . 

ttention: .r . OWep Dt Young, 

December 2. 1935 

I respectfully submit the following preliminary designs nd 
thoughts as sugg~stions for~ liv1ng m ori 1 to 111 Rogorsi 

Briefly this suggast1on is a Monument to Av1a t1on conoeived 
· s a p rt of ... ere t memorial project tn honor of Will Rogers . The 
entire proJeot would include the items of .:1 Monument to Aviation, s 
listed billo·v , as well s a hoadqu rters for th establishment of nde­
quat school and hoapitul f .;10111t1oe for u.nderpr1viloeed children . 
It is poasible thQt the Monum nt as suggest d my be utilized to fur­
t her t h attainment or these 1ms . 

The onument to Avi tion consists ot the following: 

(u ) A eoulpture ot W111 Rogers nd Wiley Post as 
they stood besid their plane before their 
l ast tl1ght. 

(b) terminal for both eea and land pl nee, 

(o) Agre t luminous observation tower with most 
powerful be con,. 

(d) 1 trophy and memento hall , 

{e) Museums tor Gn exhibition or the progress ot 
v1at1on . 

(f') A hoadqu rters for school and hos pi\al t ae111-
tios for undorpr1v11ego4 ohildren. 

It seems os thou 
tor the Government 
dition• l funds tor 
the proJoct . 

it would be proper 
to contribute d­
th1s division of 

Through the d~rknase b uoon lights s rely m· rk our course . 
Th epiri t ot 111 Rog rs is brilli nt beacon of fellowship . Avia ... 
t1on, r-ldio. tha cinem-4 4rte. dnd the press multiplied his gon1us to 



111 Rogora mori l Committee Decombor 2, 1935 

er · t good will b cam good no1g bor to tho whole world. 
Blending homespun h r ot r1 t s with moder p ogre e, ho w a Amerioo• s 
unott1o1 1 mbussador of good 111 . Tody it i s r1tting and timely 
t h t we pl ce our tten on on t .i ymbol ic best xpress the 1doals 
ot 111 R £: s nd t erioan p opl . 

Th lite ot Will Rogers w s so 1n Mr ony with great ide ls 
th t tone h reoogniz d the import nt 1gn1f 1canc ot vi tion in 
n tional and lnternation l tt 1rs. lt was not without pride th t be 
ash ppy to be known s fr1 nd to v ion. 

The rep et and dm1rat1on ot nk1 b roous on the 
mon nd womon who h contributed t,; the d nc ot aV1at1on . The 
s1gnit1e nc of this dvance 1s t hat is lro dy dyn mio expression 
of splendid c1v111z t1on 1n t he 1 g . Th plrtt of viation 1s 
a liv1n torco. It 1s the urgo tor m n to be rree--rreo so that he 
oan enJoy t he r llo hip nd respect of his n ighbors even in dist nt 
l ands . 

Your v ry truly. 

C. T. st r on 
CT : DW 


