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The Grezter Fort Worth Intemstional Alrport -- with facllities
to serve more than 1,000,000 peocple =~ wag deﬂicata& Mondsy morning.

And while spectatore epplavded enthuvgleeticelly under gray and
threatenling sklesg, Améﬁ Carter =nd John W. Cer—enter, president of the
Delleg Chember of Commerce, together turped the first spsdeful of dlrt
in ground-bresking ceremonies for the Amnn Gerter Administrstion
B:1lding end Alrfield.

Ag Mayor Peen presented Carter with the silver;platea spade to Sg

wused ] g:dumfbrgg}g;ng*s |
nedm® in the/ceremony held on a grassy plot of ground just south of
Highway 183, a mile east of Fuless, Carter turned to Gcrpenter and

invited him to Jjoin him.

"ie're going to dig some dirt," Oarter said, "not throw any.®



Monday morningte rain czused the dedlc:tion ceremenies to be
ucved from the zirport cite to the concrete on the gouth side of the
highway, where & temporery speskerg! platform wee placed. | Overlooking
the scene was the lerge sirport zign with a drawing of the three-story
adrninigtration huilding.

The Gl‘OT;Jd;, including numesous mmnieinal, state and nestional
notables, wag unable to reach the orliginal site for the dedication
7 of rpectators,
because of mud. AutsmoBI Ltesy strung out on the highwey for more than

& mile, caused police tc dstour e-etbovnd traffie. The huge alrport

will be loc=ted mK soutkh of the hisbwaw.

In his dedicstion remarks, Delos W. Rentzel of Waghington, D. 0.,

~administrator of the Oivil Aeronautics Administration, "This will be

z

one of the top 20 airports in the world.
"Maybe it will be one of the top 10 airports by the time Mp,
Carter gets through with 1%," he added. "Mr. Carter is not only a

citizen of Fort Worth I he belongs to everybody."

reat
The GAA chief continued, "I hope we dedicate th\g7‘afrport to the

oause of peace. In the 11gh_t of certain 1ntarne..tiona1 events, I am

. Yl L L y
sorry to say, it @&y have to be used for war.

"Itts %ﬁﬂl&ze and a pleasure to me," Rentzel then

d.eclarad, "to dedicate this airpcrtm
M "‘ ‘\f

o m the Amon/ gf\ﬂa.rtar Alrfieid.¥ (A

N




Garter, who introdvced Rentzel, expressed hls “profound thanka® %
e ' .
the mayor, the Clty Counell, thoge instrumental in presenting the
petition {0 name the 2inf1sld snd the adm nistretion bullding in his
honop) and meny others.®

"1'm mindful of $his grest compliment to my wife, son and
danghter and family,® Carter went on, ®Y hena I san 1ive up ta the
confldence rou have dlsplaved in me.®

Carter pointed out that transportation gyetems are eseentlsl

tc the development of alty, state z2nd n-tion.

mentioning
He traced the history of ihwm aﬂnt»on tn Forsg W?ﬂh,w the

1911 flight of Roland m Gerros and the International Fliers and ‘

-~ goen after that »
Cal Rogers, who/lsfided in a biplane in the Ryan Addition nesr
Elizabeth Blvd. and spent the night here.

Rogers, Garter recclled, predicted that the time wonld come
when a man could fly frem Chicago to the Pecifls Ocean in 30 days.
Rogers en_he tried, > |

\t dldn't cuite ma.ke ‘, “eracking vp his -lane at Passdena, Oal., on
the 29%h day.

Carter then mentioned the rovnd-the-world $#1light from Forg

dopth to Fort Worth of the B-so Lveky Lady 11 laat year in "nomething
more than 56 hours.®
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the confidence youMs ye& in me.®

He traged the history of avation in Fort Worth from the 1911
flight of Jolend Garros and the Internktional Fliers to the opening
of the Lonvair plant?”and the subsecuent Yound-the-world Fort Worth to
"w...,gf 5 e :‘

Fop# Worth flight of the/Lucky Lady IX lasg ye=r.

He called these aviation milestones "evidence of the 2ir-
mindedness of Fort Worth," and e¢iting the oity's 56 per cent gain in
population in the 1950 census, declared, "We ean attribute much of our

growth to aviation. We are indebted to aviation."

Fort Worth and Dallas Mare growing together," @arter continued,

"and it will be one day," he sald, "when you won't know you're leaving
cne before you are in the other.®
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Carter élso paid tributo to R. E. Harding, presiaént of the
tort Worth National Bank; Marshall A. Fuller, president of thé‘First
National Bank, and George Thompson Jr., president, snd Ed H. Winton,
chairmen of-the board, of the Continental Nagional Bank, "for their

tho Fod Worth Gin T 4nsics ), fre ,

good faith in furnishing uﬁ1with $750,000, without lech we covldn't

have done this."
(g 7

WA 5 . Ay
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The dedication cerenonles were apvnedeby Raymona ﬁuﬁkﬂﬁﬁaster
A \, Chief
of ceremonies. The Oarswell Ailr Force Base Bend, directed by
Warrant Officer Heﬁry H. Gawers, plafad the Btarbsp&ngled Banner end
City Councilman J. R, Bdwards gave the invoeation,

#In a eritical hour of our nation,® Buck said in his opening
remaiiks, “this ceremony merks the fulfillment of a great purpose. This
great facility will serve.the gafety and e nvenience of all who fly and
swell the x»pm pride of the Fort ii‘oﬂ;h citizens who are gethered here as
well as those who could not attend and the unborﬁ generations who are %o
follow.

"This 1s more than gust the start of a néﬁ?uilding.' Buck

sontinued, "or the opening of a new plage of travel. It is the

attainment of a high goal throughthe teemwork of city, county and
federal offlelials, the Ohember of VYommeree, our gitizens, Cbngress anﬂ
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the Civil Aeronsutios Administration."
Buck introduced Congressman Carl Hinshaw of Oalifornia, an
Houae
aviation lesder in “Yongress and a member of the/atomie energy
comnittee.

"I am delighted that the name of my good friend, Amon Qarter,
was selected for the alrport," Hinshsw seid. "I had a small part in
the selection of this airport to receive fuéer&l add. I didn't do it
for Fort Worth. I d4id it for the rost sf the people of the United
States and the world who will come to Fort Worth and Dallas, and 1
thought that the alrport should be loczted here."

Carnenter, called to the mioroﬁhoao by Buck, stated, "I am
glad to express my appresiation to the péople of ﬁort Worth for your
wise and valuable leadership, not only for Fort Yorth but for the
interests of the whole nation,

"We in Dallas appreci:ste the Honorable Amon Carter," Carpenter
eontinued, "and I am here to honor him, not only you." Applause

interrupted his remarks.

"This great airport,® Carpenter went on, "will through the
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generations serve asg an exesmple t9 the world that when you chart a
courge and vigorously pursue it, your goal will be accomplished.
"Mp. Carter 1s one of the great ‘mericans and grest men of the
world. As a citizen of Dallss,I honor him and think highly of his
leaderahip,® Carpenter said.
Thompaon, president of the Fort Worth Chember of Commerce,

Covoprt

pointed ocut that ﬂrsumﬂartrv, too, was being honored at the dedloc:tion.

“It mret ba 2 gra&« gatliafaotion to her for our other municlipal

for her husband," Thompson sald.
Brig. Gen. C. 8. Irvine, commanding generel of Uarawell Aip
Bage and the 7th Bomb Wing, said ®*Phie will be 2 great airport, in g

great eity, in a great state, in the greateet country on earth.”
Foad Wzt
Marvin Leonard, chalrman of the board of thfnfir Termina%}

“osifymedpms Inc., introduced the other directors. They weres
ﬂ Sl “,L.)&
Lionel W, Bevan, Buck, F. L. Garmiohall, OﬂrterﬂAn. E. Oox,
“\’\(‘1'" ;
William Fleming, Mx Fuller, Harding,AJ Olyde Jones, John Porter King

Jr., 0. P. Leonard, Web lladdox, J. c. naman, R. J. Mayer, otto W,

i

A _ )
Monnig, 814 W. m.ohoustm, A:-ah H. lowau, W. L. stmart, Will K.
ntripungl AL ]‘*“ RoAT A ; A g PALA ek a.’_?‘x‘

Stanlev A. Thommaon. R. F. Windfohw,znd winfon.
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Buok introduced U1ty Hﬁn&ger Jones, 0. M. (Red) Mosier,
American Airlines and Aunerican Overgess Alrlines vice president:

Brig. Gon. Robert J. Smith, president, Pioneer Airlines; Keith Kahle,
presldent, Central Alrlines; Walter Henschel, pubiio relations
diractar, Branif:vlntsrnatlonal Alrwayg; Marshall H. Kennady,
Bapublioan'committeeman: George Haldeman, CAA chief of alveraft and
early'trans-Atlantio rlier;-uaury Buffman, ferminal executive directors
City Airport Menager Willlam @. Fullerj Lb. Jol. Kurt SBchnellenvach,
executive offiéer, Fort Wor%hjgnartermastor Denot; Mra. Certer; Mrs.
J. Lee Johnson 1113 Amon Certer Jr.; S Richardson; William Holden,
Chamber of Commerece executive vice president; J. Lee Johngon Jr.,
ehzirman of = aitizens committee.that went before Congregs in the
sirport's interest, and M#léox.

Joneg read telegrams from dignitaries unable to attend.

They included J. B, Adoue Jr.. DPsllss oity councilmenj Congreseman
Wingate Lucas, ealled beok to Weghington because of the press of the
international situationj C. E, Woolman, Delta Alriines prelldnnt;‘

C. R, Smith, 4merican Airiines presldent: 3enators Tgm Qonnally and

Lyndon Johngon and Houece Specker Sam Royburn.
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Meyor Peen read the m City CGouneil

e (he nearily $2,000,000 atewmetmses adninligtration building Ssee and

s ' Q.  Arheglun ment,

.

Smmbnmngnd the airfield in Garter's honor, e pamti.nn,"signed by

eiviec lezders and business men, wee adopted by the sounslil.

The petition stated, "Amon Carter brought the firat avistion

toFort Worth and for 40 years he hos tirelescly devotied his boundless
energy and his own money %0 the purpose of bullding hers a great

avistion center."
Deen then precented Certer with a framed sopy of the «bblmg. 2
Alter the dedication oeremonies, the prinelpals crossed over

of

to the site fmx the groundbreaking. Thers, to the se6sempaniment of

popoing flashbulbs of newspaner camer:ze,xmk the whirring of WBAP-TV
with a WBAP.

gamerag anﬁ/m transorlwion unit m recording the proceedings,

a number of people teook turng at digging wp & epsdeful of dirt,

They imelnded, in 2ddition te Oarter and Qarnenter, Rentzel,
Marvin i A
Deen,/Leonard, Richardson, Irvine, Buck, George Thompson, Haldeman,

Edwards,-Josler, Huffman, L. G, Ellicth, reglonal QAA adninlstrator

regional GAA airports chief; Thomes 3. Byrne: @oniragtor, and

Joseph R. Pelich and Preston M. CGeren, architeots, for the project,
, i



