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Hijackers hold 400 on cruise vessel

By The Associated Press

: L} Palestinian pirates held more than
| 400 people under their guns on an
- Italian cruise ship Tuesday in the east-
¢ ern Mediterranean, vowing to kill

them unless Israel frees 50 prisoners.
There were reports that the hijack-

(- ers said they killed two American pas-
¢ sengers. But port officials in Beirut,
_J&kebanon, said they monitored a radio

I in which a man ldentlfying himself

the Achille Lauro’s captain insisted

1 that everyone aboard was in good con-

dition and pleaded, “Please, please,

' don't try anything on my ship.”

The Palestinian hijackers were re-

Relatives
‘torn by
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By The Associated Press

Relatives of Americans being held
Tuesday by Palestinian pirates-aboard
an ocean liner in the Mediterranean
described their ordeal as “a night-
mare,” and noted that some of the
hostages were elderl’y and ill. One re-
&n\e said simply, “I'm terrified.”

“It is quite astonishing they would
treat these people as objects of terror-
ism,” said Steven Hodes, whose
mother, Mildred Hodes, 64, of
Springfield, N.J., was believed
aboard the Achile Fauro.

It was not known how many Amer-

; icans were among the more than 400
% Q A ﬁople aboard the cruise ship hijack-

Monday, but White House spokes-
man Larry Speakes said about a dozen
U.S. citizens were being held. Most

. of those aboard are Italian.

The hijackers, who commandeered
the ship after a stop in Alexandria,
Egypt, threatened to kill their cap-
tives unless Isracl frees 50 prisoners.

Unconfirmed reports said two passen-

ers had been murdered, at least one
an American.

Hodes said his 66-year-old father,
Frank, was among about 600 passen-
gers who left the ship at Alexandria for
a sight-seeing tour of the pyramids
.. before rejoining it at Port Said,
Egypt.

“This is a real nightmare for us,”
md his daughter, Carol Hodes, who
talked with her father by phone froma
Cairo hotel Tuesday morning.

“It’s very scary because these peo-
ple don’t play by any rules of civiliza-
tion,” she said of the hijackers, who
identified themselves as members of

. the Palestine Liberation Front, a dis-

ident faction of the Palestine Libera-
n Organization.

By Alea Cooke
taff Writer

For some people, making movies is
just a hobby. For Blake Evans, mak-
ing movies for a living is his dream.

Evans, a senior radio-TV-film ma-
jor, has his mind set on a future in the

. ,movie industry.

ported to have a large supply of explo-
sives, and said soon after seizing the
ship Monday night that they would
blow it up if military air or naval forces
tried to interfere. Flotta Lauro, the

“seem” to be demanding freedom for

prisoners in Italy and other countries.
Judicial sources have said 13 Palesti-

nian terrorists and suspects are jailed
in Italy.

‘We will hit any ship, any plane that tries to
approach us! This is Omar, the hijacker of the

Italian ship.’

OMAR MUSTAFA, leader of thehijacking gang

shipping line, said 413 people were
aboad, including 331 crew members.

The Italian government said it
would not give in to “terrorist black-
mail,” and also said the hijackers

Most of the Americans who had
been on the Achille Lauro cruise were
among about 600 passengers who dis-
embarked in Alexandria, Egypt, be-
fore the Palestinians seized the ship

about 30 miles west of Port Said. Re-
ports indicated about a dozen Amer-
icans still were aboard.

Western diplomats in Damascus,
Syria, said the Syrian Foreign Minis-
try told Italian Charge d’Affaires Piet-
ro Cordone_the hijackers claimed to
have killed two Americans. “We have
no confirmation,” said one diplomat,
who spoke on condition of anonymity.

The ship sailed west from the Sy-
rian coast after it was denied access to
Syrian territorial waters outside the
port of Tartus, a diplomat reported. A
Western diplomat in Damascus said it
was bound for Cyprus, and Beirut
port officials said it was in internation-

al waters off the coast of Cyprus. Buta
Cypriot government source said the
ship would not be allowed to dock
there.

In an earlier radio conversation
with Beirut port authorities, the hi-
jack gang’s leader demanded negotia-
tions with Israel.

He shouted: “We will hit any ship,
any plane that tries to approach us!
This is Omar, the hijacker of the Ita-
lian ship. I want to speak to Beirut
port authorities.”

When port officials identified
themselves, Omar said:

“1 want to negotiate. I want to
negotiate with Israel. I want you to
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convey this message. I want to negoti- .
ate with Israel. That’s all. I want to
break off now.” -
He said nothing about hostages :
having been killed. Cairo newspapers
said the gang leader identified himself
shortly after the hijack as Omar Mus-
tafa, code-named Abu Rashad, but
nothing more was known about him.
The Beirut port officials and Israeli
radio monitors said the man who said
he was the captain shouted into the
radio later: “I have one message.
Please, please, don’t try anything on
my ship. Everybedy is in very good
health.”
Please see Americans, Page 3.

2 Britons
released
in Beirut

BEIRUT, Lebanon (AP)- Two Brit-
ish women who were kidnapped in
Moslem west Beirut 13 days ago,
were released Tuesday. They
appeared shaken, but apparently un-
harmed

The women, 28-year-old Amanda
McGrath, a teacher at the American
University of Beirut’s intensive En-
glish program, and Hazel Moss, 45, a
former restaurant manager, were
freed near the Commodore Hotel in
Moslem west Beirut late in the
evening.

Associated Press reporters who saw
the women said they showed no ob-
vious signs of having been physically
mistreated.

Both immediately called their fami-
lies in England.

“I am fine. We've just been re-
leased,” McGrath told her father. “I
wasn't hurt.”

The twe said they did not know who
their captors were.

Still missing are a British journalist
and 11 other Westerners, all men,
kidnapped in west Beirut since March
1984. Six are Americans, four are
French and one is Italian.

Irving woman admits abductlng daughter

DALLAS (AP)- A mother who
changed her name and hid from law
enforcement officials in four states so
she could keep her 5-year-old daugh-
ter remained jailed Tuesday, while
her child was back in Georgia.

Until Saturday, Sherry Long Du-
plain and her daughter, Brandy
Nicole Long, led quiet lives in Irving,
a Dallas suburb. She worked as a
secretary and Brandy went to kinder-
garten.

But after running from authorities

teachers,” Evans said. “Every year he
selects an American film cinematogra-
phy major and puts him on his crew.
Zsigmond has been a cinematog-
rapher for such “beautifully photo-
graphed pictures” as “The River” and

-has won an Academy Award for his

work in “Close Encounters of the
Third Kind,” Evans said.

the newspaper.’

‘I didn’t want to do something you read about in

BLAKE EVANS, radio-TV-film major

“I would like to be a cinematog-

{ rapher, which means a director of

y,” Evans said. “It is the
g credit on all those intro-
actory credits.”

Evans said there are “about 100"
in the world and to
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an accomplishment
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in Los Angeles form

One of the things Evans said he
admires most about is his

under aliases for almost four years,
Duplain decided to turn herself in
Saturday night after she learned offi-
cials had found her and planned to
arrest her.

“I need her with me,” she said
Monday, the day of her 30th birthday,
at the Dallas County Jail. “And I know
that when I get out she won't be
there.”

Duplain was being held in lieu of
‘25 000 bond on a Georgia arrest war-

CU filmmaker rolls on

' Goal is to entertain world through movies

reading the story it really grabbed me
and it was really humorous.”

Evans, who has made “countless”
Super-8 films, said he wanted his
second 16mm film to have a different
concept than his first, called
“Monday.”

He said his first film was a science
fiction flick. TCU students were given
the ity to view the film be-
fore Films Committee’s showing
of “Gallipoli” last semester. Evans
said he was pleased with the positive
response of the audience to
“Monday.”

Evans said he was looking for a
more realistic approach in his second
film but at the same time wanted a

In Milan, Ga., Brandy's father,
James Tyrus Long Jr., was jubilant.

He flew to Dallas Saturday to get
his daughter, who he hadn’t seen in
more than three years. He said he
followed dozens of false leads, and
placed his child’s picture on posters,
shopping bags and milk cartons.

“I've hoped and prayed for this mo-
ment for so long,” he said of finding
the 5-year-old.

“When she woke up, she told me
she lowd me, said Long. 3, in a
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telephone interview.

“I have to pinch myself to make
sure this is all true-that my little girl is
back home after all these years. The
only thing that kept me going was I
knew Brandy needed me.”

Long, the owner of an auto parts
store, said he has since remarried and
has a 2-month-old boy, James T.
Long.

The ordeal with Brandy began, Du-
plain said, when she took her daugh-
ter in l%l while she was still legally
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married to Long, who refused to give
her a divorce after their October
separation.

She said Long had threatened to
take Brandy-the only child from their
three-year marriage—away from her
several times before she moved with
Brandy to her mother’s house in Fitz- -
gerald, Ga.

After her husband visited the house
when Brandy was 19 months old, Du-
plain said she left with the child.

“I couldn’t stand thiuking I might
lose her,” she said. “When he fell
asleep on the couch, I took Brandy
and ran.

Georgia authorities had tracked
Duplain through Florida, North .
Carolina, Alabama and Georgia, but -
she always “managed to stay one step
shead of us,” said Telfair County
Sheriff Ron Walker.

The search moved to Dallas in
September when Walker learned
from sources that the child might be

in the area.

INSIDE

Because of its closed society and
nonexistent public opinion, the
Soviet Union is much less suscepti-
ble to terrorist acts than is the Un- | .
ited States or other Western demo- |
cracies. The terrorists, therefore,
can make no impact on the majority
of people in the Soviet Union, so
the acts are essentially in vain.

Opinion, Page 2.

TCU head coach Jim Wacker |
had trouble speaking in public for | -
the first time anyone here can re- | -
member at the Frog Club Tuesday |
afterncon. Sports, Page 4. 1

WEATHER

Rain is expected today withs 301 - |
pement chance am_ o













