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Asuun land war held
deadly entanglement

By FRED 8. HOFFMAN

SAIGON (AP)—South Vietnam declared
unconditional surrender to the Viet Cong
Wednesday, ending 30 years of warfare.

President Duong Van “Big’’ Minh spoke to

the nation only hours after an armada of
U.S. Marine helicopters had-completed an
emergency evacuation of nearly 900
Americans and thousands of Vietnamese
from the besieged capital.

Minh, a retired geaeral and neutralist,
was named president Monday in a desperate
and unsuecessful attempt to negotiate a
peace with the Communist leaders.

In a five-minute radio address, Minh said,
“The Republic of Vietnam policy is the
policy of peace and reconciliation, aimed at
gaving the blood of our people. I ask all
servicernen to stop firing and stay where
you are. I also demand that soldiers of the
Provisional Revolutionary Government Viet
Cong stop firing and stay in place.

“We are here waiting for the Provisional
- Revolutionary Government, to-hand over

ON SURREND

Minh capitulates to 'avoid bloodshed'

authority in order to stop useless blood-
shed.”

Gen. Nguyen Huu Hanh, deputy chief of
staff, then went on the air to order all South
Vietnamese troops to carry out Minh's
orders. ‘‘All commanders must be ready to
enter into relations with commanders of the
Provisional Revolutionary Government to
carry out the cease-fire without bloodshed,”
he said.

As they spoke, Saigon fell silent and
shellfire subsided along the northern rim
where Viet Cong gunners had been bom-
barding the airport. Saigon police ~and
militiamen remained at their posts in-
dicating the Communist-led troops had not
yet entered the city.

Some South Vietnamese officers com-
plained that the evacuation of Americans
had caused panic in the military, with many
top army officers and most of the air force
fleeing.

But it had been obvious that the capital
would fall. More than a dozen North Viet-
namese-Viet Cong divisions were ringing

After 30 years—

AP Military Writer

The Vietnam war experience has convinced
many U.S. military men that there is much truth to
the old maxim: "Nevaaﬂlnvilvedhmhndm'r
in Asia.”
; "ltJhohedthutUS wbﬂcqﬂnhnwmm
support a long and costly war in Asia because most -
"mmamwunmwwv:s interests afe at
‘stake out there,” said one Army peul “The:
mmmymmumm
‘price in lives to win.”
Hmmmmw'uwum—
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“Shock impact is the classic way of fighting a
war.andwefortdtedthlt"nidanniﬂofﬁcer
serving with the Joint Chiefs of Staff. -

—If North Vietnamese mmbgen mined
mmmmammuwm
of the war.

~If US. inhntry.urmauduﬁkyhldm
sent into Laos and Cambodia in force in the first

~—year of U.S_ involvement to cut the Ho Chi Minh

supplymilandkupitenundmdnyﬂlem
Vietnamese sanctuaries where they rested, refitted
and re-equipped their troops outside the South
Vietnamese battle theater.

Late in the war, with U.S. ground troops ex-
~cluded, South Vietnamese forces made a weak
' thrust at the Ho Chi Minh trail. Also late in the war,

U.S. ground troops entered the Cambodian sanc-

‘tuaries but were pulled out two months later
‘mamwnuwmm&
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Saigon, which was defended by less than one

division of demoralized "

Associated Press specmt
Peter Arnett, touring the city, reported
nervous soldiers fired occasionally into the. -
air but he saw no dead or wounded. Soldiers
near the radio station at the northeastern

~ edge of town said Communisted forces had
‘- ‘moved up to the Saigon River bridge and
were poised to enter the city.

Streets around the abandoned U.S. Em-
bassy and ambassador’s residence were
littered with papers and broken furniture
left behind by looters who charged in after
the Americans left.

Americans going to assembly points for
the emergency evacuation dodged random
shots fired by bitter South Vietnamese
soldiers and fought off desperate civilians
trying to go with them.

In Washington, White House Deputy Press
Secretary John Hushen said when asked for
comment on Minh’s announcement: ‘“There
will be no statement forthcoming from tbe
White House tonight.”
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