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7AC1'S 1'1L:'.\.~ S}'l"OllLDN.'T GET L(\ST lN THE 
-; ---·-· 

Ool of al! the rnaie of conflir·tir!:?; R'fatC'm<mfo, <'liarge::; an 
countf1_· d,it ._g·e,\ slnll(kr m1<l 1f "1'1<>. 1ha~ hnve Prn:mai;:d fr01 
t11e itis('. '· ·nt.oin of the St..itc H iglnrny Co 1111p i:,;sio11, li!'.'re m 
:-;orne fn<'t:~ that stand on t im nwr::;pntnh1y no eili:;i;rn who love:-­
'rexfls iR l:ikclv Roon to forge~ th 'm. 'rhk:sc fade: do not ner-e. -

· · · · . • · · . r I 
s:1l'JY indi<'nte rrook-<:'dne:-:>, n11 i lir p a r t ,of ,rny o 10. lfhc-\· <l 
imli~ate irrrg-nlnrities in i lH' ,ck11H1nd of;il H' n!'fn in: df thP 'SL\te 
Hig·lrn n!· C'ornmisf-'io11 1 iliat . <'<'.,~rtilu te to i"HY th0 lc•,}< 1, ·1 h·t•· · 
p11bli <· poH('.Y- , 

''rl,f1 ~ ( ' ;ll ",I" n rJw of 111<' ;1111n'c/ i• ·!~' d<'"'l~lomn01 l:-' n!' r:l('t fro , ' 
the s~m1111- 1·irnr not of emwt iri .. '11,· nnd politi i•~ thn i h.·b l,c,,11 .. ) : 
hm;iJy ~.t i1Tt•c l c.i't ,.\n .· ti11 dnring J1 10 1wc;t frw W'' l'1, ,.,, -

1'lt0~ ,Arnc11·i c·1m I?nnd Co11q rn;,· ,, n,- gi, c 11 c\,11ha c·1~ :·.,;· 
l11gh'way'.constn.wtion amounting• to pradicn11 y two iniffon dol 
lD.}'l -.,5th out hoing asked 01· , re()uh-ed io c ll g:.1 g·0 in ('0111JH' 1 itivc 
bidd.i:ng. The company nw1;ely o:f fc red t o d o i ltis w ork for n 
ce,rtai:ri st,;jrnlatcd· prke 'of :30 1(•(•1lt:, pPr , yanl, nr 11' j t~ offer ·wa:-; 
~ccepted by the Highway Comm·shon. ·These fact ,-; liave heeJ:J 
d~nieµ. -bi no .,one. · 

Contr acts for· t his hnge sum wen' 1<·t to the Ame1foan 
lo, s . 0 j); · :V' :v\ it1, · b.o' (' dllY hoi::;.g H"<I11 ired t0 rrnt nn 

one, peuny of bond for faithful 1 1.'rforrnnm·c or til'~ confrat•t. 
Neitli~r }¼f ,_,g;,?-Yc:::nor .nor H{.r~·ln 'UY CommiSt-ilOll lia ::i a t tmrpt­
ect to, ~1-en~~ t1i.~s~ \· f\nd,'tl;i·E> ·.oxc11. c ili,:_~ moving· f-:p: rib of the 
Aine:dcn.n Road ·compn.ny •,vcrc rn<>n o l' w l'nl1h a nd able to ful­
fjj} 'their contract in eve,ry <1c1niJ vv-; 11 not avail, since the eom­
pany ,,,fa:s illGPTpomtecl nnikr t 1e laws of DeJe·nm\ hus ef­
fe~timlly esci.1ping vcr:c:onul Jiahirty fo r nuy stoc1d1oldn of the 
cow;:,.ern . · 

The plafo w;9rding of tho contr act , or ngi·ePnwnt, entered 
into , between thif Highway Commiss ion I ancl the American 
Roaci' Company, <lid {1ohwmpol· i lit• TO,J<l company to give two 
nsplwltic ,treatm.oi1ts ~o the road;;. bein g n u- faet'd. ::.fPrnbcrs of 
the ~tai;e Hig1nva1r. CmmnisRion nm! ,Tnrn-0 s ID. F ergm:on con­
) e11cl that it wits , 1.mdor~tood that. tl1 e eompnny was to give 
two tr.eatments, but nowli€'l'C in thi, ycrbiagP of the contrnet 
coul.d such a construction he 1_ ega lly J)lu.c·c(1 n_pon t h0 rnad rom-

1 11any was bm;ily engaged iin pay::ng dh-idcrnls nt the time ~·\.t­
did, in fact, intend to givP t wo trentmen1:-; to tile road:.;:• 
it ·had under contract, cai1 only l o conjeeturod, since tho case 
h4s now ~~n seWed, H is significm1t, 110wi~ver, t11at the com­
pany was· ·bm:ily cn:p;oged 111 l)ay i ng di ,(idendt; u t tho time A 
1or 1e. Ge 1,e a < • • !i'y lwought hnek from Kan-
1-as City, and" that foe> rn·esidc>ni or th<> company te~tiKed, un­
(l_er o;ath, thal his c_ om!mn_:r_ r :x_p,qetPd to profit $HOO,OOO from 
the $2,000,006 worth ol rontr~w tJ. 

Nor couid the govrrnor'f, ofJ'iee haw lwcn in total dark­
ness as to :·w11~t w;_a.~ transpii:fng Jn the Hig1nrny Department. 
The _·governor's repre~ontative, her huf-hnnd, ,James K Fergu­
son, attended practically evD1-y mrcting that thc> Hig-I1wa~ 
Commi~&io1\ l?..ehl _,..peforc tl10 fi]:ng of: Attomey Genera] 
Moody s smt agamst the roa <,i company. rr11e gonm1or's of­
fi~(9 was a t leu.st r @gnizant of what wnf- going- on '.in t~1e Hig·h­
,vay Commission and is, at · Least to that rxtent, hlameworthv 
for permitt ing gubernatorial ·appointers to so looi"elv condu;t 
the state's business. · 
,. rilJere has been such a. war of words and hattie of state­
ments during the past fortnight that it js diffirult for the av­
•eraige reader to keep up with tho situation. But filese facts 
stand out. They cannot be denGea, they cannot be oiJscured. 
They demonstrate an tlll<fll;~stjona.l?ly h~d public policy enter­
ed upon by a hop13lessly incompetent lnmch of state officials­
'even 'if the:i:e 'is .notliing else '"Tong. 


