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Ouwt ofall the maze of ca ni’!wﬁng S"fJ‘reme 1t ;, charges a
biicharoes, .3(111'3<“§' and wile, thai have emanated frm’
the invedtie: in of the State Highway (o»nn ssion, here a
some Tacts h.\- stand out so un<isputably no citizen who love
oly soon to forged thamy 'l’hbw facts do not neces ‘
: odness on e part jof mv one. . Fhes d“.
i1 ties in the dondiiet of the atfaies of the Sinies
i v Commission: that, con ditute ito say the leastas Dadt
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" , {— | { neine levelopments of fael fiorl

| ouit i 1its that hase been @

wtin dual few weeks: d

0] ans Road: @ eiven contracts oy
highway. e ction amonntingito practically two million dol

lars without o asked or reqilived to engage in competitive

hidding. - The company menely otfered to do this Work{oraes

rtain st Ppriice of 30%cents per:vard, andats offer was
aceepted } “hway Commission. These facts have be,en'.
”, ¥l

for: this hnge sun gveredet: 10 the Amei‘;ean
02 iy witheyt thet uu,;f’mv being requived to put up!
one pmm\"(i hmﬂ fm faithful erformance of the  contrack.
\Rm.“' the aovernor. nor Hiochway Commission has attempis
ed. to;densgethase o Ang the jexeuse that moving spivits of the
American Road Company were mien of wealth and able to fuls
£i11 their contraet in every detaillwill not avail, sinee the coni:
pany was ineot ‘pm ated lor tle laws of Delesware, hus e'f—
fectually escaping personal liability for any steelkholder of the
CONcern.

The plain wording of the comiract, or agreement, entered»
mto: between the' Highway Comitission ¢ and the Amerlccm:
3:-;:113'. <§]<i notreompel ﬂk‘ road company to give twe
| treatiments to the roadgbeing snrfaced, Members of
» State é'lqz'hwuy Commissior am!. James K. Ferguson con-
\so*ﬂ that it “wasi understood Hx:‘lt the . company was to glve
two treatments; but 'llm\'!'w'o in thie verbiage of the contract
could such a construction be legaily placed upon the road coni-
pany was busiky engaged in paying dividends at the time At-
did, in fact, intend to give two % treatments to the road !
it had under contract; can only he eonjectured, since the ¢ase
Las now been settfed, 1t is significant; howewe that theres

husily engoged in payiggidivEAOHESSATEHE S
borney: Geneyal-bMoodshaskitssmdn oy Hrought back 1rom Kan-
gas City, and that the president of the. company testified, un-
dor oath, th it his company: (-\p\ eted to profit $900,000 flom
the $2,000,000 worth of (*onl acts,

Nor could. the governor’s office hawe heen in total da
ness as to \\'hw‘t was transpiting in the Highway Departmen
The gover nox’s representative, her, husband, James E Fer,
son, att un( d practically every meeting .that the Highway:
Commigsion lwld before : the fillng of Attorney Generaﬂ !
Moody’s suit };1;; ainst the ros ad ('ompany ‘The governor’s of-|
fig> was at least cognizant of what was going on {in the ngh-
.y Commission and is, at: least fo ﬂldt mtent blameworthy
for permitting gubernatorial appointees to so loosely eonduﬂt
the state’s business. ; ~

'Lhiere has been such a war of words and battie of %tate— '
ments during the past fortnight tlat it is difficult for the &
erage 1oadm to keep up with the situafion. But these faoh
stand out. They eannot be denlied, they cannot be obscured.
They demonstrate an unqu‘ostlondbly bad public policy ente
ed upon by a hopelessly incompetent buuch of state offlcmls :
even if there fis nothmq else w1o11d“ :




