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Deaxr Anmon:

I take the liberty of addressing this note to the Officers,
Managers and Governors of The National Air Council.

A primary purpose of The National Air Council is to "Foster
a broad understanding of the importance to national security of adequate
United States air power."

The Air Force Association represents the 2,000,000 men who
have so recently demonstrated their belief in national air power, by working
at it, by serving with the Air Force in the air or on the ground during the
recent war. These men, individually and through their Association, can be
of direct and enthusiastic aid to The National Air Council in attaining your
basic objective, the preservation of strong national air power. No other
group in the United States has such demonstrated willingness to work for air
power, or such demonstrated ability to foster the spirit which will make
that possible in the community in which they reside. These men afford your
greatest opportunity to provide a "grass roots" strength to the fundamental
purpose for which our two organizations stand and work.

The Air Force Association will increase its membership during
the next year by 150,000. It is our present obJjective to have a membership
of 250,000: 200,000 civilians from the "alumi" of the Air Force, and
50,000 members in the active Air Force. This can be done if all hands will
work at the task. We need your aid, and I believe we can reasonably expect
your aid, for what we endeavor to do is exactly in line with your stated ob-
jective. We will provide a method of enrolling more members in the common
cause, and will provide the work necessary to get the job done. We are
equipped to do that through the already activated and active Wings, Groups
and Squadrons of the Air Force Association. Our ability to get a Jjob done
was demonstrated at the Air Force Reunion in Madison Square Garden on Sep-
tember 25, when 18,000 nmen and women assembled to witness an outstanding
program on national air power.

It takes money to put on a membership drive. Unless the Job
is done on a hard-hitting, intelligent basis the endeavor is apt to fall
flat on its face, in spite of the inherent merit of the undertaking and the
necessity of getting it done. Properly planned and financed it is a "cinch.
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We need $25,000 from The Netional Air Council to start this
drive. The nmoney will be devoted to one purpose, and one purpose alone:
to increase membership in the Air Force Association from the ranks of men
who believe in air power. Can you think of any other project which cffers
so much promise of fulfilling the objectives of The National Air Council?

If you feel free to provide that financial support, you will
guarantee that we can get started promptly on this important project.
Which is more important to air power: $25,000 in the bank or 150,000 new
and enthusiastic men pulling for national air power?

We are ready to get rolling and you CAN give the project the
push which will put it over the hill.

Sincerely yours,
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C. R. Smith
FPresident



