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FOR RELEASE:
Wednesday. April 9, 1952
NOON

NOTE TO EDITORS: The following release. tresting with important

asnects of alrport safety. was prepared from the joint "Resoclution

for the Doolittle Committee" psssed by the Airports Advisory Com-

mittee. the Alrvort Onerstors Council and the Americen Associstion

of Alrnort Executives. A cony of the resolution is attached. I%
is for rglease at Noon Wednesday. Aoril 9. 1952,

A orogram for greater air transport sefety and reduction of
alrcraft noiselaround almmorts wes proposed today tgthe Dooclittle
Commission, appeinted by President Trumen to studj alr transport
safety and sirport oroblems following the cragh of three trensport
alrcraft st Elizabeth. N, J, 1In #ll. some ten recommendations were
contained in the Joint resolution submitted by the Airnorts Advisory
Ccmmitteey a civilian grouv avpointed to advise the Civil Aeronsutics
Adminigtrstion on airnmort problems. the Alrnort Oneratore Council
and American Ass0ocistion of Alrnort Executives. whose membershios
include several hundred eirmort mansgers in the United States.

"Ailrnort onerators recognize that eirport location end use
presents certain probiems of noise annoysnce and exposure Lo vos-
sible hazards for those citizens living in close proximity to airports"
the resolution seid in pmert. "These problems do exist as goclial
ones and the airnort owners and operatore believe the only feasllle
and reslistic sclution lies in the sdoption by the entire aviation
community of practicel steps which will improve the relationehip
between alrnorts end thelr adjecent communities. by reducing to a
minimum the annoyance and exposure factors, and providing conditions
under wh' ch both airport and community cen exist, side by side in
harmony., esch serving the other "

,The resolution stated fletly that "i%t is immracticel to re-

locate civil alrnorts or to make any major chenge in existing air-




port configuratioss" to increase safety or reduce nolee around
sirnmorte., Instead., it vprovnosed. where rossible: "the adoption of
nrovner zoning regulstions to nrovide for the vrotection of air-
vort apnrosch end devarture chennels," ' Toward this end it asked
the Federal Government to psrticipate un to 75 vmer cent in the
cost of additionsl land extending fromthe ends of existing airport
funways, to remove @uildlngs and other hazards.

At the same time the resolution called for the use of "pre-
ferentisl runways" to handle alrvlane traffic so that landings and
take-offs are over the least bullt-up areas, Such a prograr it was
stated. should be put into effect only where it will do good, and
it was recognized that at some alrports gituated in highly built-up
aress 1t will be of no value, Additlionsel construction wes orovnosged
for some sirports 80 as to make it possibkble to divert more sgir traf-
fic sway from built-up areas,

The installation of additional rsdio. rader and lighting alds
at sirnorts should be made to incresse sefety. the resolution sald.
and Congress wes called upon to provide funds to onzrate the equipment.
rather than reduce 1ts‘apnr0priations for such nurposes, as it has
indiceted 1t would.

The three aviation grouvs asked for the esteblishment of a
maximum nolege level for alircraft "to be adhered to by all manufacturers
of new cilvil and new military tyves..,.which wlll he opersted from
civil airports,” They sqid the operetion of military aircraft which
exceed elther or Hoth of these nolse maxima should he confined to
militery airports except during wartime and a continuing nétional
program of noise reductlon for all types of aircreft should be under-

toaken by the Netiomal Advisory Committee for Aeronsutics,
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Pointing un the meny trying experiences civil alrvort overa-
tors have had with military overstions from their fields. the three
groubs recommended tothe Doolittle Commission that the military 8T~
vides should use civil airports only as they are needed, They should
"coordinate thelr use at each such civil airvort so 28 not to csuse
interference with civil use @ unnecesgarily increase the traffic ex-
posure of the surrounding erea," the resolution declared.

The three groups have requested the opportunity to sit down
jéintly with the Doollttle Commissi on to discuss each of the recom-

mendations,




