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Dear Prof: 

illOXVille. Tenn. , 
ug. 22 , 1935 . 

As I told you on the card ye sterday , Dr . Cross sent word, 
through his son, tha t they had located the mete orite in Chattanooga and 
had turned the mat t er of recovering pos session over to an a ttorney. 
You wrote me once tha t y ou di d not know of any decision in th is country 
in court on this matter. I am just wcndering if, in the a bsence of 
any statutes and prior decisions, a judge would be gu i ded by the English 
l aw on t h is point. If s o, t he meteor ite would certa inly come back to 
Harriman to the man on whose pl a ce it was f ound . I very much fear, ruuaar 
however , tha t i n t_ is case the replevin warrant, or wha tever the court 
order is c a lled, would be sought t hrough s ome h al f -b aked JP's court , 
of wh ich t here are litera lly hundreds i n the l a rge cities of this state , 
and it would s i mply re duce to a ques tion of how mell strings could be 
pulled on both s ides . No f ine le gal points considered i n such courts . 
Dr. Cross seemed insistent that I sit t i ght just a little longer and 
confident they would have possession of the mete orite in a f ew days . 
I have ii/aited on them and f oole d wi th them so long and they c an't seem 
to do anyth ing , tha t I don 't Know whether anythi ng ✓ ill come of th is or 
not . I suggest tha t we give them a li t tle longer to se e what t hey can 
do with t heir legal efforts and then let me return the mon ey to you s o 
you will have it available f or the other meteor ite pro spects you have 
in mind . I thought I would give them a f e v days , possibly until the first 
of next week, then phone r. Cross and tell them if they can't produ ee 
the meteorite by a certa in date, say by Saturday week, Aug. 31, that 
I am using my a vailable f unds to purchase another me teorite. ~hen if 
t hey can do noth ing by that time I' 11 re turn the money . 1/e can still keep 
a baited line out to them, s o tha t i f they do happen to get it , you will 
still ha ve a chance at it, if you want it. I fee l sure that they will 
have no ot her chance to sell it and will turn to me i f t hey d. o recover 
it l a ter . 

As I told you , I de layed writing Jones about the matter until 
I got your letter and then after hearing fr om Dr . Cross and your sugges­
tion not to write f never got in touch with him. Which was probably the 
best t h ing. 

We still don't kno w where we stand with Washington- - what is 
going to be done around this station . Someth ing is hanging f ire somewhere, 
but we don't know what it is . We have all instrument s ordered, have made 
arrangements f or quarters on the Island and now all we can do is wait . 
The plane which will be u s ed f or this work is standing idle in t he hangar 
at Island Airport and has been there for about a week. Since it will take 
shree weeks to a mqnth to train whoever goes out there , it looks like' 
now that it will be Oct . 1st , anyway , before our obs rvations will start 
here . 

I had a long letter from LJW today re ga rding this and that . He 
inclosed two photographs of the Nova Herculis region , one made Dec . 23 , 
and the other Aug. 18 . Wnenever I see other amateur stellar photogra~hy 
I am impressed with the high quality of the Las Estrellas products . LJW1 s 
photographs would compare rather poorly with our first efforts with the 
abbera tion camera. . He has 's . a . 1 and declination error both badly. 
He writes that they got 12 photogr aphs of the eclipse with Dewitt's 
12" anQ that they were go od. This telescope was apparently the best of 
the Nas hville equipment I saw, but enough money had been spent on it to 
h~ve purchased a factory made instrument . 

Incidentally, 1~ and I got two or three coinciden~ meteors 
on the , erseids . I have reduced f or one of them-- the end point was only 
31 . 0 miles hi gh-- rather low f or the average Perse i d and this was almost 



certainly a Pers eid. 
I am shipping today the small refractor by PP insured . 

The book is inclosed with the telescope . I am sorry t o have been so long 
in sending this book back and in not get ting the telescope down there 
sooner, when Bob and you were so kind a s to offer t o mount it. When it 
i s mounte d you has best keep it there for awhile until I get settled 
down aga in. 

As I said some t ime ago, if I am not sent to the air­
port and nothing else shows up around here, I may yet trade stations 
with the El Paso ob s erver. This tovm and country gets my goat wor se 
and 'wprser 1 a s time goes on and I AM NOT goin , to stay here much long­
er, unless I get a promoti on or o ther inducement to stay. 

Mi ldred is in good hLalth and f eeling fine . My mothe r 
continues i n excellent heal th f or a woman of her age . She has a small 
apartment no t far fr om us and gets t o see us most every day , whi ch make s 
her quite hap Y• 

I must s i gn off and get ready f or the pm ob. Let me 
know what your l ate s t reactions are on the Harr i man meteorite propo­
sition and i f you want it handled a s I have outlined. 

Best reg ards t o Bob, orse, your family and y oursel f . 

Bunch. 


