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Fort Worth, TexdSort Worth, Texas,
Februsry 11, 1946,

Honorable Sam Rayburn
Speaker of the House,
House of Representatives,
Weshingtog , D.C.

Dear Sam:Texas Christian University wired Mr. Churchill in Miemi, Florids, Saturday,

February Ninth regarding an Honorary Degree the College desires to confer upon him
PERIOD, Simnltaneously with this invitation on the part of the Cillege, I sent

Mr, Churchill the following wire GUOTE I know that yon e&re in this country for

a badly needed and belated rest and recreation, and having had some rest, I hope,

in Florida, how sbout & bit of recreation in Texas? I have Jjust been advised by

its president, Dr. M, E, Sadler, that Texass Christian University has conferred upon

you the honorary degree of doctor of laws and that he has telegraphed you inguiring

if you will not come by Fort Worth on your return from Fulton, Missouri, to accept

it PERIOD I cervminly hope that you can do &0, The time would fit in with our

great Southwestern Exposition and Fat Stock Show, opening in the Will Bogers

Memorial Colisecum Merch eligth and closing Merch seventeen., This is the largest

livestock show held annually in the Southwest, with the oldest, largest and most

exciting indoor rodeo in the nation., It is one institution that hasneeded little

or no promotion, for ite nineteen performences are sellouts, and for

this one all hotel space in the city has been reserved and appeals for roome for

visitors in private homes have been mede. However, I have comfortable, adeguate

guarters at the Fort Worth Club downtown or at Shady Oak Fearm, a short distance
from the ¢ity, either of which you end your party could have PERIOD There would
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be no public eppearsnce or epeeches unless you sc desired, end in that event WBAP, our
fifty thousend walt clear channel radio station, would be at your disposa.l.m‘mn
Fort Worth is where the west begins and I am confident, Mr, Churchill, that you and
Mre, Churchill and the other members of your party would enjoy visiting it and seeing
& bit of Texan, and would be thrilled over the rodeo sports of the wild west deys

that are now fest passing., Thousands of Texas boys esaw service in your country and
made friends with your people. A lot of English girls who married Texas boys are now
returning to this country, meny to Texas, some to Fort Worth PERIOD Nowhere do you
have more or sincerer admivers than here in Texas, end a vimit to?ertﬂorthwahld

be doing great honor to the eity, the state and its citizens, end further cement the .~ /o

bonds between our peoples. Bring Mr, end Mrs. Clarke, all your party, your friends,
all you like, Nothing would meke us happler than to have all of you. I had the
plessure of entertaining Mr, Clarke when he was here in 1928 with Lord Bothermere's
party and, while thelr stay was so short they got no more than e sample of Texas
hospitality end entertainment, I believe he will tell you it was good. We also had
the pleasure of entertaining the late President Roosevelt on four occesions, end you'd
" make us country folks mightythappy 1f you would accept., Be gure to fetch your Texas
Stetaon, too. With sincerest good wishes and the hope you will accept UNQUOTE
The chances eare Mr, Churchill received neither one of these wires before his departure
for Washington. Meanwhile I would appreciate it tremendously if you would supplement
these invitations for Mr, Churchill to visit Texae and Ask President Trumen 1f he will
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friendly cooperation PERIOD Texas, es you know, has a rather colorful

history and hes supplied for the Armed Forces approximately eix hundred thousand

men and women and feels extremely proud of this achievement PERIOD Mr. Churchill's

visit to Texas would add enother achievement to our record of constructive develgpment

and constructive people PERIOD Incidentally the Southwestern Exposition and Fet
Stock Show will open March eighth for ite fiftieth show for ten days end I feel

sure that Mr, Churchill and his party will thoroughly enjoy en interesting, worthwhile

show of this kind, plus the rodioc es well as its entertainment features, If this

matter were not so 1impo;

ant I would not disturb you as busy as I lmow you are PERIOD

Please consider the entire metter as confidentisl insofar as any publicity,
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