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NEWS

Students are ready to party
this spring break — some
with fake IDs.
TOMORROW

OPINION

Mavericks' Jason Kidd trade
values athletic skill over
player's character.
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SPORTS
A tough opening schedule for
the baseball team will spell
success down the road.
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Speaker criticizes Bush, press regarding Iraq issues

By BAILEY SHIFFLER
Managing Editor

Going to Iraq will be judged
by history as possibly the worst
mistake an American president
has made, an investigative jour-
nalist said Tuesday.

Seymour Hersh, an investiga-
tive reporter and author, told stu-
dents and community members

that President Bush is the most
radical president the nation has
had because of his goal to spread
democracy.

Hersh, who now writes for
The New Yorker, criticized the
war in Iraq, saying after the
speech that the U.S. is now the
“bad guy” in the war.

“We’ve lost our edge on moral-

MBA grad works to
educate prisoners,
assist 1n job search

By CHRISTINA DURANO
Staff Reporter

Prison is the last place most
people would expect Neeley
School of Business graduates to
end up, but it is exactly where
Andrew Kramer, a 2007 gradu-
ate of the Neeley MBA program,
wanted to be.

Kramer
works as a
grant writer
for the Prison
Entrepreneur-
ship Program,
which aims
to help prison
inmates change
their lives for the better through
education and a passion for
entrepreneurship.

“Our mission isn’t to make
drug dealers better drug deal-
ers,” Kramer said. “The guys we
select are people who have dem-
onstrated a genuine commitment
to lead a transformed life.”

Inmates apply to the PEP by
completing a 23-page applica-
tion, taking four tests and inter-

JASSO

viewing. The program usually
selects about 20 percent of appli-
cants, Kramer said.

Gami Jasso, who graduated
from the PEP in March 2007,
said he spent 15 years in prison
for gang activity and murder but
is now a changed man.

“In 2001, I gave my life to
Christ and chose to live a righ-
teous life,” Jasso said. “Although I
was committed to change before
participating in the PEP, I think
that without it I would not have
been able to stand.-against the
temptations the world has.”

Jasso said one of his biggest
fears before participating in the
program was that he would
return to criminal behavior.

“Without the PEP, I think I
would have gone back to my old
lifestyle and still be in gangs and
have no job,” Jasso said.

Jasso now works in case man-
agement for PEP, helping partici-
pants re-enter society.

According to the PEP Web
site, the recidivism rate, the per-

See PRISON, page 2

Transition program to be
mandatory for freshmen

By CHRISTINA SCHAMS
Staff Reporter

Connections will be a man-
datory program for incoming
freshmen next year in an effort
to improve freshman retention
rates, said an assistant dean
of Student Development Ser-
vices.

According to the 2007 TCU
Fact Book, the university lost
more than 15 percent of fresh-
man students. Carrie Zimmer-
man, assistant dean of Student
Development Services, said this
is a sign that there are programs
that can be improved.

Connections, an extended ori-
entation, will allow students to
create a strong foundation, she
said. The most important part
of a student’s foundation is a
small group of friends, which
is a core aspect of Connections,
Zimmerman said.

Zimmerman said she hopes
this change will help meet Chan-
cellor Victor Boschini’s goal to
raise the retention from 83 per-
cent to 88 percent.

Brooke Shuman, associate

director of Student Development
Services, said the admissions
office is informing incoming
freshmen of the new require-
ment.

“The three steps to orienta-
tion, academic orientation, Frog
Camp and Connections provide
safety nets for students and
opportunities to get connect-
ed,” Shuman said.

Jenighi Powell, executive stu-
dent Connections director, said
the staff has grown to accom-
modate the changes in the pro-
gram. The staff has grown from
two directors and 40 mentors to
seven directors and 144 mentors
since last year, she said.

Although mentors have been
paid in the past, they will not be
paid starting in the fall. This did
not stop students from partici-
pating in the program, Shuman
said.

Shuman said it will be more
difficult to manage and orga-
nize training for mentors, but
the numbers will make the pro-
gram stronger.

See PROGRAM, page 2

ity,” Hersh said.

Speaking on the same day
of the Texas primaries, Hersh
said he wouldn’t mind giving
up audience members for those
participating in the evening cau-
cuses.

“The bad news first — there
are 321 days left in the reign of
King George I1,” Hersh said. “And

the good news is that tomorrow,
when we wake up, there will be
one less day.”

Hersh said the election of a
new president offers hope. But,
he said, whoever is elected will
be left with a mess to clean up,
referencing the emotional cri-
sis he says the country will be
left with when bringing soldiers

home from the war.

“The next president is going
to have a hell of a time,” Hersh
said.

Hersh also said the press’ com-
placent role in the days leading
up to the war was disappointing.
Rather than reporting the facts,
he said, the press parroted what
officials were saying without dig-

ging deeper into the issues.

“There’s a lack of trust with
the press and it’s probably very
deserved,” Hersh said.

David Bedford, instructor of
Spanish and Latin American
studies, said he has read Hersh’s
articles in The New Yorker for
years, saying his speech was

See HERSH, page 2

TALE OF

ERICH SCHLEGEL / Dallas Morning News via MCT

Arizona Sen. John McCain took the Republican nomination after sweeping the Tuesday primaries, causing Republican contender Mike Huckabee to bow out.

2 PARTIES
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LOUIS DELUCA / Dallas Morning News via MCT
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REGINA H. BOONE / Detroit Free Press via MCT

Sen. Hillary Clinton's wins in Texas and Ohio lengthened the race for the Democratic nomination against Sen. Barack Obama, ending his 11-state winning streak.

McCain clinches Republican nomination
Clinton’s Texas win sends Democratic race down to the wire

By VALERIE HANNON and
JULIETA CHIQUILLO
Staff Reporters

After encouraging students to par-
ticipate in early voting last week, one
student political group still had work
to do Tuesday.

About 12 volunteers from the TCU
Students for Barack Obama walked
to Paschal High School on Tuesday to
encourage people who voted during
the day to return in the evening to
participate in party caucuses.

It is the first time in a long time
that the long-ignored evening caucuses
have mattered for Texans.

After a weekend that had Demo-
cratic frontrunners almost tied in the
polls, the Democratic race remained
too close to call for most of the eve-
ning. Major TV networks projected that
New York Sen. Hillary Clinton won
Texas. Clinton also won a crucial vic-
tory in Ohio and won Rhode Island
earlier in the night after Illinois Sen.
Barack Obama overwhelmingly took
Vermont.

Meanwhile, Sen. John McCain,
R-Ariz. won all four states decisively,
earning more than enough delegates to
clinch his party’s nomination. McCain’s
only remaining rival, former Arkan-
sas Gov. Mike Huckabee, bowed out
of the race early in the night in Irving
and vowed to support McCain for the
presidency.

Of all Texas voters, about 66 percent
voted Democrat in the primaries, with
Hillary Clinton holding a 51-46 lead
at about 1:30 a.m. with 85 percent of
districts reporting. McCain held a 51-37
lead statewide at that time with 90 per-
cent of districts reporting. In Tarrant
County, Clinton posted a 51-45 lead
over Obama with all districts reporting
while McCain held a 47-42 lead.

The Youth Vote

Trey Flowers, a 2007 graduate, said
he came back to TCU from his home
state of Tennessee, where he worked
with the Obama campaign in Nashville,
to raise awareness among students.

“There are a whole range of issues
we face as college students,” Flow-
ers said. “If we don’t send a lead-
er to Washington with the courage
to stand up for us, then the issues
we face today are going to turn into
insurmountable problems down the
road.”

Marley Clements, a sophomore
premajor and co-coordinator for
TCU Students for Barack Obama, said
college students would be the most
affected by the results of the election
because the problems the president
would deal with during his or her
term would be the problems of their
generation, such as the Iraq war and
health care.

Megan O’Brien, a junior art history
major, said it was important for her
to make her opinion known.

“I don’t want to be involved in that
generalization that young people
are apathetic, because that does not
describe me at all,” O’Brien said.

See CAMPAIGN, page 2
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WEATHER

TODAY: Mostly sunny, 64/37
TOMORROW: Few showers, 46/30
FRIDAY: Partly cloudy, 54/26

PECULIAR FACT

NATICK, Mass. — Two mothers fought at a
Chuck E. Cheese restaurant when one got mad
that the other’s son was “hogging” a game.

TODAY'S HEADLINES
NEWS: Gun-control case divides state AGs, page 4

CONTACT US

Send your questions,

OPINION: Tattoos hinder ability to get jobs, page 3

compliments, complaints
and hot tips to the staff at

— Associated Press

SPORTS: DirecTV picks up the Mtn., page 6
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PRISON

From page 1

centage of formerly incarcerated
individuals who return to prison,
is less than 5 percent for PEP
participants, as compared with

The PEP uses three initia-
tives to help inmates become
productive members of society:
the Business Plan Competition,
re-entry services and business
development services.

The Business Plan Compe-

vide positive role models.

“The executives we work with
come into prison to provide
good feedback,” Kramer said.
“[They] give advice on how to
make sales pitches, how to give
presentations and why a theo-

medical care.

“We absolutely do not want
them to fail,” Kramer said. “We
do anything to make sure they
are not going to fail.”

The PEP has strong relation-
ships with employers. About 98

Kramer said he first heard
about the PEP while working
at the Neeley School’s Gradu-
ate Career Service Center.

“The PEP reached out to my
boss ... and asked if she knew
any MBAs who were interested,”

do not bother him.

“It’s not the hours I work.”
Kramer said. “It’s the things
I do.”

Kramer said the most
rewarding part of his job is
knowing he is making a dif-

d
.

Pol

the national recidivism rate of tition is a four-month class in retical investor should invest in percent of participants have jobs Kramer said. “She said she did ference in PEP participants’ iti
51.8 percent, according to a 1994 which participants spend 18 to their business.” within the first month. and ran into my office and said, lives. th
study released by the Bureau of 20 hours in class per week and At the end of the program, par- The final step of the PEP pro- ‘Andrew, I have found the per- “I know that I can have an fo
Justice Statistics. The 1994 study have several hours of home- ticipants presenta 10-page busi- gram is entrepreneurship school. fect job for you.' And she was impact and establish a rela- Texas off
is the most recent analysis of work. ness plan they developed during E-School provides participants right.” tionship that makes [partici- mal vote;
national recidivism rates. “We whittle down a class from the BPC to a nationwide panel with weekly classes, a network Kramer said he always knew pants] not commit crimes in This le

The PEP transforms the lives about 80 to 40 people because of executives to evaluate. of executives, advisers and men- he wanted to work for a non- the future,” Kramer said. to issue :
of its participants, said Mark we find out these guys have gang “These business plans we help tors. profit organization, but it was Jasso agreed that PEP and cols for ¢
Jones, a warden at the Hamil- affiliations still, and aren’t will- them develop are legitimate,” More than 325 participants a difficult sector to get into.  the people who worked for it deal witl
ton Unit, a pre-release facility for ing to do the work required of Kramer said. “They are good have graduated from the BPC, “You need to want to be in transformed his life. Howey
parole-bound inmates where the them or have anger problems,” for investment bankers.” and E-School graduates have it because its really confusing “PEP gave me the vision to placed tc
PEP started. Kramer said. After participants graduate started 41 new businesses and how competitive it is to succeed and re-enter society,” restrictin

“It makes them stronger for
society at their release,” Jones
said.

HERSH

Additionally, the BPC holds
seminars and brings in execu-
tives and MBA students to pro-

PROGRAM

from the BPC and are released
from prison, the PEP helps them
find housing, jobs, clothing and

since PEP was founded by ven-
ture capitalist Catherine Rohr in
2004, Kramer said.

get into,” Kramer said.
Kramer said he works about
10 hours per day, but the hours

Jasso said. “I can show society
that I am a changed man and
that I can make it.”

able, students who fail to

tions. Ray said the 72 mem-
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information that we need to from about 15 students to The temptation to skip will them. More than 1,200 citizens people filed into the school judge or

know.”

Thomas Pressly, junior com-
munication studies major, said
although he has different views
than Hersh, the speaker did
well in expressing where he
thinks the country is headed.

“We will all agree that in
321 days our country needs to
unite around whoever is elect-

about 22, but the larger size
will enhance the dynamic of
the program, Powell said.

“The more energy in the
classroom that the mentors
can feed off of, the more fun
the experience will be,” she
said.

About 1,700 freshmen will
be divided into 72 classes

also not be as high because
“there will be a mass exodus
of freshmen attending the
classes at the same time,”
she said.

Lindsay Ray, a Connections
director, said the program’s
more uniform structure will
have a positive impact on
freshman enthusiasm.

“It makes them realize that
professors are people too and
they love to connect with stu-
dents,” Ray said.

The program will be
extended from eight to 10
weeks, pushing the program
past Fall Break.

Connections curriculum
includes topics such as deal-

from four precincts voted in
Tuesday’s primary elections at
Paschal, with the Democrat-
ic Party reporting about 785
voters, and the Republicans
attracting about 432, according
to each party’s election judge.
That difference was indicative
of a statewide trend, with 65
percent of Texans attending

auditorium for the Democrat
caucus at Paschal, while about
30 gathered in a classroom for
the Republicans across the
hall.

Greg Hughes, another
Obama precinct captain, said
the caucus at Paschal deter-
mined 17 delegates to go to the
state convention. Of the 228

Ki
wit

ed president and deal with the that will meet Thursdays in Before freshmen had ing with roommates, locating Democratic primaries. state delegates for the Demo- I it
difficult policies that the world the late afternoon, Shuman classes on different days and places on campus, making Stormy Lovett, an election cratic Party, 126 delegates were appointe
is continuing to experience,” said. Student Development times, but now they will all new friends and diversity. The judge for the Democratic Par- decided by primary votes and Maverick

said Pressly, Student Govern-
ment Association president.
The speech was a part of the
Center of Civic Literacy Series
and was co-sponsored by the
AddRan College of Humanities
and Social Sciences, the Schief-
fer School of Journalism and
Leadership Fort Worth.

Services worked with the
admissions office, Univer-
sity Ministries and athletics
to accommodate the major-
ity of students’ schedules,
she said.

Connections will remain a
noncredit class, but in order
to hold freshmen account-

share this activity together,
Ray said.

The budget for the pro-
gram will be submitted in the
summer and the details are
still being discussed, Shuman
said.

Faculty and staff members
will remain part of Connec-

new curriculum will be Web-
based, using E-frogs, a site
described as a mix between
Facebook and E-college, Pow-
ell said.

In addition to being more
fun, students and mentors
will be able to connect bet-
ter, Ray said.

ty, said many young voters
showed, and the black and
Hispanic turnout Tuesday was
higher than she saw at last
year’s local election.

“As far as the Democratic
side, it’s been quite moving,
and I've been voting for 20
years,” Lovett said. “The red

67 were determined by caucus
results.

Texas accounts for 140
Republican delegates, 96 of
which are determined by pri-
mary vote. Three delegates are
assigned to each of the state’s
32 congressional districts for
a total of 96 delegates.

ltalian Culture & Cinema

Possibilities surround you

you take

for a spin.

Visit this Fort Worth mainstay and feel free to
shop, eat or take a stroll in the park (without
having to look round and round for parking).
Wherever you want to go - from downtown
to your part of town - the best way to get
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