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“‘Smoke Screen,
| Says Carter, Who
 Refuses to Quit

Charges in Governor’s
Letter ‘Seeking His
Elimination From Tech
Boagd Cglled Malicious

By Thd Assecifted Press
. TORTWOYTH, Dee, 1.——Declin-
] vefno:‘ Fergu-
he fFesign from
gical  college
on G. Car-
addressed a
Wns in which he
denied all fof theirTcharges of Mon=
day and {eclared he stood oy his
record before the people of Texa
and beforé&/ the governing body of
the college. He' declared that the
demand of -the Fergusons for his
resignation amd their charges werel
a ‘“smoke screen' thrown out to"
divert the attention of the’ voters
from the present highway  situa*
tion. e declared. funther that the
pullic wanted the educational in-
stitutions of the  state ' divor
from politics .and political strife
Bond challemged the governor an
her husband to compare his recor
with that of former Governor Jim
Carter gave-out both his letter
to the woman. governor, and also#
a statement to the public, in whlch.
he al'rulgned the record of the hus-
band, in which he related some of
the highway history and ‘also som
lof the former governor’s past acts:
foward Texas institutions. -
All, Charges Denied '
All ‘of the charges of Govermo
Terguson were denied by Carter.
The statement and the letter fol
low:

“Governor Miriam A. I<e1gu§on
“Austin, Texas.
" “Dear governor:
“The charges~contained in you

ter,
Jotter to t

st t
0O

ced

sil
ac

Co ]

'””r‘ .
fypu-s, two of which I have yet to

e. I fully appreciate the reépon-
ility and digmity which naturally

; ompanies a position of trust ofil
ithis

kind. The Texas Technological

lege has started out as a real in-'|#"
handled through= 1@

ution capably
and as chairman of its board
directors, I could not counte-

nce any confusion of side issues

¢

¢ 1' recall,

hich,

rfering with its growth and

elopment,

Jim’s  Past Activities
as’ many
ernQr Jim’s past acu\ltles with
v'ct to our educationdl institu-
, especially the Texas univer-
and with the consequences of
ictioms in mind and.their effect
the growth and development of
se. institutions, I seriously ques-
1 the wisdom of your counsel,
from your = statement,  is
tbtless influenced by Governor

‘Administrations may come and’

but these imstitutions will go on

2 (

ver and I feel the responsibil=

of those administering them
uld go directly to the peopie
ved by them and not to the par-

cular administration which hap-

:ns to be in power.

If there is one

int<on which the people of Tex-

e

are
1tiomal

in accord it'is that our edu-
institutions should bhe di-
ced from politics. Under  the
:umstances, I am compelled to
line to accede to your request
my resignation. ‘Meanwhile; if
yoard of directors, or the man-
ment of the Texas Technolog-
college, or the people of Texas,
uld feel that this institution
11d be benefited by my resigna-
I 'would gladly resigm.
Respectfully,
Among G. Carter.”

‘arter’s statement ‘follows:

letter published in the press of theis

state asking for my vresignation a
a member of the board of director
of the Texas Techmological college
are malicious and without Justlflca~.
tion.

“The extreme  consciousness o
duty which you so gallantly’ refer:
to with so much regret, is nothin
more than a smoke screen to diver
the mind of the public from thel
jreal issues. My u,:)mmtmenp was i
made by Governor Neff for fou

the people of Texas:
"hom the gods would destroy they
make mad,
is as true now as when the ada"e
first uttered, and it would appear
it the case ~of the governor as
the classics had the
1 in mind.
demand for my resignation as
er of the board eof directors of
Technological collége, coming as
at this juncture of time and
tances is simply a smoke bar-
to hide the real intent and motive
lurks behind it:
cames with poor grace to assert
now for the first time ‘Governor
has learned of certain things
h he mow proceeds to denounce
Smug anction as contrary te
s
,x,v ‘(.mmnor Jim’ with no purns
to
lady

of
(

who is the nominal gover-
tate, but to
o, like a. ventriloquist be-

others do, |

present (i

d the screen, puts his voice and hig

ords into the figure on the stage,

i Ancient History

“In truth the things to which the

ove rnor refers, on account of which

&y ssignation ‘is demanded, repre
snt history and an effort to

innocent social' entertainment the
rlexion ‘of ‘a violation of the law
“I have no apology to offer to the
act that I' scted, as- host on a ' cer-
in oceasion in the city of Eort Worth
vhen distinguished 'men_ and hun-
reds of - guests < assembled in Fort
1 to learn of the hospitality that
ted them from the Chamber of
rmerce of whi¢h I chanced to be its
ffcpresentative at that time. 1 was gen-
€ral chairman of the committee that
2 'ded in bringing Lo Fort Worth ¢
of ‘men celebrated the world ove
ders in great commercial entm-
and the story that this enter
ment violated the law, is but an-
* effort to divert the public mind
the ‘real issues that now chal-
: attention on every hand. ¢
Uspally, the  zeal of ‘a  reformer
es by slow stages and his past is
ackground for very much of “what
chooses to accomplish, but when th
ersion is so sudden and abrupt
it marks an acrobatic perform-
then indeed' people look askance
vonder. what prompted the pe-
antics of the performer.
No Violation of Law
The occasion, obviously,.to which
‘ernor Jim’' refers was that of the
entertainment of the American Petro-
leuwm Instltute in the 'city 'of ' Fort
rth in December, 1924, and it comesg
4"' hextremely bad grace to.belie the
Mospitality of Fort Worth and
Lo charge that all the guests who as
embled. there, numbering men in :
ks of life, were part conspirato
violating the law of the land. In
truth, there was no. violation of|
law and there could have been no
action as charged,
with this party were members of
law enforcentent departments of
h county and city and ther¢fore,
cusation is quite as false and as
the role of reformer in which
nor Jim’ seeks to clothe himself.
B It is strange,spassing strange, that
Governor Jim’ is familiar with what

Culiar

ch

of it for almost a year sheould sud-
nly wake up to the enormity of the
offense.’
“When ‘Governor Jim’ by innuend
1t fo include' me among the m
aires, concerning whom he offe
reward of $500 for
laws, commendable as it wa
quite O\OUO(qmd himself,  becat
ver having had a highway contrac
cannot, pessibly fall into the 1
aire class.,
n this connection, may I inquir:
ther the recent proclamation off§
>rnor Jim’ (which, like the religim-
property of so many men, isS con-
ed in his wife's name) in which a
ard is offered for the convietion of
s includes ’ those to: whom}
so freely afforded, or
Hmund by the Scrupulou.\'
for highway contracts;  thosef

wound the sensibilities of thel

indicate the §

mIV pardoned AI‘Q now bent upon
n honest career on the ‘highway’ off§
00d citizenship and Chritsian morals?g

Accusation Absurd

‘“As 'a matter of fact, the accusa-
fon’ of the governor is so egr

absurd that® it might w

5 with farce comedy, but for

resentment that lay back
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ts Lr) the atrocious fac
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AL
“I am not surpr
should' briz forth the atment
‘Governor 'Jim," sinee Mr. Moody
attorney general recovered $600,000
the ' te yers’ money from one
contracting . firm. /' And partict
when ‘you call to mind that ‘Gov
Jim’s’ reason, as he stated, for sit
in with the highway commission
that he would seeto it that its aff
were ‘economically administere
Without  pausing to inquire
andard work on economics ‘Gove
Jim’ had been studying, 1 would
to know why $1,720,000 of the stat
money was spent without any r
contract, without a bond to secure i
proper performance and at a price
30e a sduare 'yard, fixed, not by
road contractors or comp?txtne 1
but: according to the testimony  ur
oath by the chairman of the high
commission himself,
Jim’s  Sensitive ‘Conscience
“‘Governor Jim,” responding to a
sensitive - conscience, after this  faet
had been made manifest to all the
world, sought to ‘encourage’ the at-
torney general by employing lawyers

rem

sed that my

e fiction out of fact and to lend to |

because’ pres-§

< place at the entertainment, know-

violation of the]

. the football game,

¢ i‘e

dfical

|| were concerned,

| sion,

7N ;-,m,&:«-s Gl .8 3 ...57.4

fJim’ and the highway

d paymg them a fee of 32000 of the
money to prevent the at-l
iforney general from procecuting the |
|§uit and thereby avoid the cancella-
tion of the roads contract and the re-
$600,000 of the people's

| gaxpayers’

yvery of
oney.
L merely
ot to reveal something
known to the world,

mention this\in passing,
not already |
but to show what
acute conscience ‘Governor Jim’
bpwiowes and with what pride he
ould refer to his conscience when
iscussing any fact connected with the |
ighway situation. It must follow as an |
bvious conclusion that a conscience of §
ghis kind should be an exemplar to the |
reuniger generation, and particularly to
#he students who may attend the Tex- §
s Technological college or any other
fnstitute of lcarning. Doubtless, this
:scientious regard for the people’s
elfare had much to do with the de-
mand on the part of the governer that
should forward my resignation.
Yells Not Criminal

UMy yells for Dan Moody are not
treated as criminal in the statutes of
ithe state unless a new edict has been
prepared in the highway department
land has been formulated into. law by
Mrs. Miriam A. Fergusen’s husband
s it any more of an offense aganwt
llaw and morals to toss up one’s hat
lfor Dan Moody than to obstruct the at-
‘torney general in his suit agdinst high-
way contractors? The story that I was
under the influence of liquor when I
cried out on the one hand for A.“and
M. and on the other for Moody, was
mot only false in every particular, but
eould only be supported by the con-
elusion that, to the mind of ‘Governor
Jim' any one who declared for Dan
Moody,” was- either drunk or crazy. L
have \too much respect for my wife to
tarnish her name with improper con-
duct,. particularly when her company
tand T could wish that much the same |
might be said with respeet to the pub-
lic e*(pendlture\s of those who sit en-
‘throned in high authority.

‘It is unnecessary for me to say
that I not only had no intention to
be Giscourteous to the governor of the
state, nor did T endeavor to embarrass
any one. My conduét in no way par-
ialleled the conduct of ‘Governor Jim’
‘[toward hundreds of University of Tex-
as students wnen they protested  to
him against the veto of the university
appropriation.

7 Balances Family Allegiance
#*My wife always has been a parti-
san for the Texas university, I, on the
lothier hand, have always ‘rooted’ for
A. and M. But I may be permitted to
say in a 'sort of stage whisper that I
falways have supported and encouraged
ithe development of both institutions,
iside. by side. As 'a taxpayer and as
iSort of balancing the family allegiance
and as one who had paid his way inte
I reserved the right
to chicer for A. and M. very much as
I had done in times past, and particu-
darly to hurrah for Dan: Moody be-
cause of his energetic activities and
ecurage in protecting the ta\p(ucr% of
the state and all' this on his part, not-
‘withstanding the opposition from the
executive mansion . where the idea
seemed sto prévail that it was proper
to spend the public’'s money as such
expenditures were ‘disclosed by the
evidence submitted in the recent trial.
“I feel quite 'sure that if for any
ason any conduct of mine should be i
insufficient as a guide or example to
the ‘students of the Texas Technolog-
c college, 'that the past record of
‘Governor Jim' would quite supply the
deficiency.

Charges Lihelous

“While: the c¢harges contained  in
Governor Ferguson’s' letter were slan-
derous in the reme and ' libelous

tper' se, they were printed in full in the

newspapers with which T am asso-
clated, as a matter of fairness, and my
rights under the 1libel law I gladly
waived as far as other newspapers
in order that the gov-
ernor’s statvmnnt might have the
widest publicity.

“In conclusign, I beg to say
do not hold my commission as a mem-
ber of the board of directors of the
Texas Technological college from ‘G
jernor Jim’ or ‘the highway commis=
but since it is a puhlm trust and
one for which an acocunting should be
made’ to: persons in ‘tuthorltv who

that I

Ithemselves are free from the breath of

public suspicion, I shall await another

ifconjuncture of time and circumstances

before I will even presume to consider
the subject. However, it behooves me
to say that I shall continue to perform ’
my duties as such director, ‘Governor |
commission to
the contrary notwithstanding.

(Signed) | “AMON G. CARTER




