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First annual ‘Hands across Campus’ receives favorable response

By MICHELE GRAY
TCU Daily Skiff

line.

About 140 students joined hands Thursday to promote

multiculturalism during “Hands across Campus,” a pro-  :_ »»

gram practiced in conjunction with more than 30 other

college campuses across the country.

Atabout 11:45 a.m., students in the Student Center and
the Main cafeteria began lining up behind Isabel Casas-
I-Klett, vice president of the TCU chapter of the Public
Relations Student Society of America.

The participants lined up inside the Student Center,
Casas-1-Klett said, but later dwindled when the human

chain extended outside of the doors.

The Word of Truth Gospel choir was scheduled to sing
“Imagine” by John Lennon and “One World is Enough”
by Sting at noon, but the group failed to appear.

Lisa McKenna, PRSSA secretary, said the event was
in its experimental stages and would be better next year.

“This year was the first time it was done and it wasn’t
bad. It was quite successful,” she said. “We know how to
do it now and how to do it next year.”

Alumni
reunite for
weekend

festivities

By JOE CONNOR
TCU Daily Skiff

More than 700 alumni will be
returning to campus today to cele-
brate the anniversary of their gradu-
ation.

The classes of 1943, 1948, 1953,
1958, 1963, 1968, 1973, 1978, 1983
and 1988 will be reuniting, as well as
the Quinq club, which is composed
of all alumni who graduated from the
university more than 50 years ago.

In the past, only seven classes plus
the Quing club reunited. This year,
ten classes will be participating, said
DeVonna J. Tinney, director of
alumni relations.

For the first time, the university is
sponsoring 15, 35 and 45 year
reunion classes, Tinney said.

“Now we allow our alumni a
reunion opportunity every five
years,” said Melissa C. Allen, asso-
ciate director of alumni relations.

The weekend’s activities began
this morning at 8 a.m. with the 2nd
annual reunion golf tournament at
Marriott’s golf course at Fossil
Creek. Approximately 60 alumni
were expected to participate, Tinney
said.

Tinney said that today’s events
include a faculty/alumni luncheon,
three faculty lectures and the
Reunion ‘93 dinner at Joe T. Garcia’s
later this evening.

Thirty faculty members have been
invited to the luncheon which will be
held at noon in the Student Center.

“We ask our alumni which faculty
they would like to see when they
come back for Reunion Weekend,”

see Alumni, page 2

Money talks

Columnist discusses ath-
letic scholarships versus
academic ones. .
Page 3

Senior sound-off
Graduating seniors give
choices for commence-
ment speakers.
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Today will be partly
cloudy with a high tem-
perature of 81 degrees.

Thé weekend will be
cloudy with a chance of
scattered rain and a high
temperature of 75

1m.

run at TCU.

McKenna said people left théir lunches to get in the

“Even a dog was in the chain and two people in a
wheelchair,” she said. “They just said ‘Sure, we’ll join

Lara Rankin, PRSSA president, said the event could
have had a better response but it was good for a first time

“Atleast it’s something people will read in the Skiff and

say ‘I was in it and the fact that they (PRSSA) did it is

great,”” Rankin said.

Rankin said that multiculturalism has not been empha-

sized at TCU and that awareness of other races must start

somewhere.

Illinois State University’s chapter of PRSSA began
this event in 1990, which later spread to other campuses
in South Dakota, Minnesota, Wisconsin and Illinois.

“There’s a lot of students who just don’t recognize peo-
ple of other races,” she said.

Next year, PRSSA will have more administrators and
teachers involved with the event, McKenna said.
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Williams attempt to block his shot.

Senior Todd Young goes up for a shot in Thursday night’
the Dallas Cowboys. Cowboys defensive end Jim Jeffcoat and offensive line

FROGS LASSO DA ‘BOYS

TCU Daily Skiffl Jenny Putchinski
s IFC All-Stars victory over

man Eric
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TCU

Students link hands Thursday to show their unity and promote multiculturalism for “Hands
across Campus.”

Identification
of bodies begins

Dental records may be difficult
to retrieve from other countries

By CHIPBROWN
Associated Press

Editor’s note: This story contains
graphic details which may offend
some readers.

WACO, Texas (AP) — Investiga-
tors began Thursday removing bod-
ies from the burned out rubble of the
Branch Davidian compound as the
lead medical examiner discounted
earlier federal claims some of the
victims had been shot.

“We heard rumors . .. that there
were several people who might have
shot themselves or who had been
shot,” said Dr. Nizam Peerwani, who
heads the Tarrant County medical
examiner’s office in Fort Worth.

“There is absolutely no evidence
of that as far as we are concerned at
this stage,” he said.

Carl Stern of the Justice Depart-
ment in Washington said Wednesday
that at least three bodies discovered
so far suffered gun shots, raising
speculation that cult members may
have committed homicide or suicide
before Monday’s fire that ended the
51-day standoff.

Stern said it wasn’t clear if they
had committed suicide, were shot by
fellow cultists or were hit by ammu-
nition exploding in the fire.

“I am not sure where they received
that information,” Peerwani said.

Stern Thursday defended his state-
ment, saying that Peerwani’s medi-
cal team has only just started its
investigation.

“They have completed the autopsy

on one body,” Stern said.

Peerwani said 35 bodies, most of
them “soft and crumbling” have been
found, including some children. But,
he said, none have been identified,
including Koresh.

He added that one body already
removed and examined was a man in
his 50s who died from smoke inhala-
tion.

Peerwani said many of the chil-
dren killed in the blaze — there were
believed to be 17 children aged 10
and under — may never be found
because the blaze may have “literally
incinerated their bodies.”

Koresh and 85 followers are
believed to have died in a fire Mon-
day that broke out as the FBI
attempted to force a surrender by
using armored vehicles to punch
holes and pump tear gas inside their
compound. Nine survived, six of
whom claim the FBI started the
blaze.

The FBI says Koresh commanded
a fiery mass suicide.

The 35 bodies will likely be trans-
ported to Fort Worth late Thursday
and autopsied Friday, Peerwani said.

Dr. Rodney Crow, a forensic den-
tist from Fort Worth who is assisting
in the case, said dental records may
be the only way to name the victims.

“There are no faces on some of
them, and the faces are just com-
pletely powder,” Crow said. “Hope-
fully, the teeth, taking a much higher
temperature to destruct, will: be in
this debris. But as it stands now, I

see Bodies, page 4

Cult expert discusses common sect behavior

By NATALIE GARDNER
TCU Daily Skiff

The activities of David Koresh and his fol-
lowers are not uncommon cult behavior, said
Ronald Loomis, a cult awareness consultant
from Cornell University.

“There have been many more people who
have been severely damaged by cults, indeed
many other people who have died as a result of
cult involvement,” Loomis told a crowd of
around 40 in the Student Center Lounge
Wednesday night.

Loomis discussed issues concerning reli-
gious cults during his speech titled, “Cults,
Mind Control and Ritualistic/Satanic Activ-
ity.”

Loomis cited six different kinds of cult
groups, including the People’s Temple, the
Unification Church (Moonies), Hare Krishna,
The Way International and the Boston Church
of Christ.

- Loomis compared the People’s Temple in
Jonestown, Guyana, led by Jim Jones, to the
Branch Davidian cult. Jones led 900 followers
to a mass suicide; David Koresh led 85 follow-
ers to their death. : :

~ “What happened in Jonestown was labeled
by the media as_the largest mass suicide in

_human history,” Loomis said, referring to when

1 cultists knowingly drank cyanide because, “a

lunatic who they thought was divine, claimed

' to'be divine, told them to do it.”

Loomis and other experts have warned that
a mass suicide like Jonestown could be
repeated, but the general public has refused to
believe it. Until the public understands cults’
rationales, tragedies like the one in Waco could
keep happening again and again, Loomis said.

“Much like the Branch Davidians, the mem-
bers of the People’s Temple were normal, aver-
age, intelligent people,” he said. “They were
family people.”

In both cases there were grandparents and
parents who knowingly caused the death of
their own children. Jones and Koresh used
mind control to overcome the parental instincts
of family members, he said.

The members of both cults believed their
leaders to be of some divine nature, and they
did anything the leaders told them, Loomis
said.

In the case of Jonestown, Jones would bring
his followers together in an amphitheater long
before the mass suicide and preach long, bor-
ing lectures to them, as Koresh reportedly did,
Loomis said. As a regular practice, Jones
would also have his followers drink fruit punch
from a bath at the front of the auditorium.

On the day of the mass suicide, although
Jones told his followers the fruit punch was
laced with cyanide, they were so used to the
practice of filling their cups that they drank the
poison substance knowingly, Loomis said.

In comparison, Loomis said, Koresh’s fol-
lowers were probably well informed of the

planned mass suicide.

Nelda Neale, president of the North Texas
affiliation of the Cult Awareness Network said
Koresh had a powerful influence over his fol-
lowers.

“Koresh was telling them they would all be
in heaven together and that they couldn’t leave
the children alone,” Neale said.

Pleas to investigate the reports of physical,
sexual and mental abuse in the People’s Tem-
ple and the Branch Davidians were ignored by
officials. The authorities were too afraid of a

confrontation with a religious group, Loomis-

said.

“If we are going to try to learn something
from this incident, we should look before the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms ever
became involved, when there was an opportu-
nity for local authorities to have responded to
complaints that were well founded,” Loomis
said.

The North Texas chapter of the cult network
has had contact with many of the relatives who
had loved ones inside the compound, Neale
said.-

Neale said she has helped counsel the mother
of cult member David Thibodeau. Thibodeau’s
mother has been a guest on many major news
shows such as “Nightline” and “48 Hours.”

Thibodeau was one of the members who
escaped and has admitted starting Monday’s
inferno, she said.

Koresh first recruited Thibodeau in Califor-

nia by offering a way to have Christianity and
still enjoy rock 'n’roll music, Neale said, which
is Thibodeau’s first love.

After asked by an audience member about
the excessive noise played by the FBI, Neale
said the Indian chants, loud music and exces-
sive noise the FBI played over the compound
at night just brought the members closer to
Koresh, Neale said.

“That stuff is for terrorists, not people under
mind control,” Neale said.

Loomis told the audience that cult leaders
have different styles of mind control, including
brainwashing, exploitation and psychological
entrapment. .

“It is virtually impossible for someone to
leave a ctlt on their own free will,” Loumis
said. “It takes incredible strength and usually
some sort of traumatic event that enables them
to do that.”

The people in the Branch Davidian com-
pound were free to leave, and the doors were
not locked, Loomis said.

Cultists also employ tactics like isolation,
peer group pressure, removal of privacy, guilt,
fear and dress conformity to ensure total con-
trol, he said.

But there is no one personality profile of a
cult member, Loomis said.

“A profile of a typical cult member is that of
a typical TCU student,” he said.
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