February 23, 1944.
Letter No. 45

2nd Lt, Amon G, Carter, Jr., U. S. Army,
American Prisoner of War #1595,
Inlerned at Ofldp 64, Gernany,

Via lew York, N, Y,

Dear Cowboys

Ded is writing this lelter todey on your first anniversary es
a German prisoner-of-war, Twelve months ago today you were captured as
a prisoner of war, While it no doubt seemed the longest you have spent in
your twenty-four, I wani to assure you it has been no longer %o you than
it has to Dad, Ruth, Bertice, Katrine, Carl, your mother and other loved
ones.

Although you were captured the 23rd of February, 1943, your

first letter addressed jointly to Dad and your mother was dated [Harch 20,
1943 and arrived in Fort VWorth April 21, 1943 and was transmitted te me
over the telephone on the night of the 23rd while I was giving a dinner
party for some of your friends at the Stork Club in New York. In fact, we
were at the little round table in the little club room with Ilrs. Ethel

Van Zandt, Li. Edwin P, Van Zandt, his wife, Durelle, lary Violet, lirs., Van
Zandt's daughter, Dr, lodges McEknight, and your sister, Ruth and you ean
never imagine how excited all of us were when Spooner, the Captain of the
Club room came over to the table and said, "Mr. Corter, they have an important
long distance call for you," Katrine had placed the call to the Ritz-Curlton
llotel and they had referred the call to either Jack & Charlie's "21" or the
Stork Club, knowing the operators at #21", they graciously tied up half of
their switch board and called me at the Stork Club., Knowing the operators
there, they lost no iime in asking Spooner to get me on the phone, so it
shows we can never have too many friends., All the operators at the hotel,
"21" and the Stork Club were all eager to get me on the phone, realizing
that it was an important call concerning you, When Katrine read the letter
to me, I read it aloud and therefore everyone had the benefit of it simul=-
taneously. Your mother happened\to be out in the other room having dinner
and Ruth immediately went in and gave her the glad tidings. I am merely
reviewing these details to bring back to your mind what a huppy occasion it
Was.

Previously, following the batile on February 1/, Valentine Day,

- I was extremely dubious, because as soon as I read the story about Hightower

and his activities, I knew you were in the battle; therefore, we patiently
waited day and night for 25 days up until March 11 at which time I received
the wire from the Adjutant General's Department adv'31n{ that you were mis-
sing in action. Following this, 35 days later, April 15, I preceived word
that you were a prisoner of War in Germany. You can imagine the distrecs

and suffering we went through during this period before we knew you were
safe as a prisoner,
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Bertice was over yesterday to get her new fur coalt which she had
bought from Gans Company. It is a Laberador mink., It is certainly one of
the prettiest coats I have ever seen, Huth is buying one just like it.
Fatrine recently bought herself a good looking Beaver coat. I had Bertice,
the Theodore lartins and Joe !lenton for dinner with me last night at the Club,
Bertice is working on the radio, handling end announcing her own program and
I am sure you would really be proud of her. She is doing a good job although
she is working in Dallas on Ted ﬁeuley'a station,

The Fat Stock Show and Rodeo will opren on the 10th of March, It

is being held this year in the new Will Rogers !llemorial Coliseum and they ex-
pect record-breaking crowde., Governor Coke Stevenson and your Dad are leading
the parade. I am riding the horse my friends gave me named after Will Rogers.
He 1s getting a litile older than at the time you were here and I presume will
not be too frisky for me, I told Bertice if she would come over azgain sone
time soon, I would take her out on your boat and give her a nice dinner, I have
not heard from Jean for some time, however I am sure she is all right., I will
invite her over at the same time Bertice comés over for the party.

N \
; Everybody else is getbting.,along fine and send their best regards,.
Mr. Hough just dropped by and I teold him I was wriling you a letter and he sent
you his best regards, !e is busy now operating his chicken and mule ranch up
near Decatur,

K, B, Creen is ut4li in the hospital although I understand he is

doirg better., I believe this covers everjthing I know of and I am anxiously

aiting to hear from you a"fin as your last letter was dated January € and
we are anxious to hear something about Dick 1 orrence's death which was reported
here January 31, . I have asked the Hed Cross to send a cable and ascertain if
there was any other sickness or deaths, I mey have told you before, tley ad-
viged me that a representative of the Red Cross from Geneva “had Deen in your
camp and that overcoats and sufficient clothing had arrived., This repreaentative
was supposed to have been there December 30, tlierefore I could nol understand
why I did not h&vg sone mention of it in your letfer of January 1 or the 6th,
In the meantime, I had word from someone that they they had received a letler
stating that Lhe overcoats had arrived, so I am naturally anxious to know whether
all of you are well supplied with overcoats I was diseppointed that they were
not there sooner, |

Again 1 assure you that all of our thoughis are of you constantly,
concerning your welfare, health, and contentment. Ilease give all the other
boys my best regards, Virite as often as you can,

Lffectio
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November 9, and I hope that be is able to send you some packages., is explained,
we worked out a plan where they could be recompensated for any expense they
might incur in sending you the package.

I an not sure whether I wrote you gbout receiving & card from [liss
Florence Robinson of Eureka, Texas december 10 stating that they were personally
intercsted in the letters you sent me as her brother, Ceptain Randolph Robinson
was a prisoner in the same camp with you and stating how delighted they were
- that he was a German prisoner instead of a Japanese prisoner,

I may have told you akso previously about receiving a letter from
Shirley Dockton who is now living in Noss, Culifornia, as well as having a
letter from Dorothy iyers, Secretary to the Dean, of the University of Texas,.
I thirk I mentioned this in a previous letler and sent you a copy of & piclure
of the University which I hope the censor permitted to go tlirough.

Major Rallin Elkins wrote and thanked me for some cmdj I had sent
him Christmas stating that both Ernest iightower and all of the boys appre-
ciated the candy that I sert them and that they were all glad 4o hear about you.
I wrote them letlers znd sent a copy of one of your letters and I am sure they
would write you if they could, Elking said that he had & 19 month old daughter
at home that he had never had a chance to see,

There is never a day that goes by that we do not have many telephone
cells and inquiries from your {riends and others passing through ithe eity, wani-
ing to know how you are getting along. I Just had a nice letter from Phil North
and one from D, G. Talbot inquiring about how you are getting along, etec,

The Golden Gloves Contest wound up Tuesday night with a packed house
of 8,300 and the winners will now be off to Chicago for the finals with othera
from other sections of the country.

ddie Nickenbacker passed through the city recently and signed your
, autograph book As a matter of fact, there have been many signatures added to
your book since you left England, I have a tremendous lol of inlteresting, im-
portent letters that will be wvaluable to your collection, I have also received
a lot of first dey covers which I am sure will please you very much,

I an going bear hunting out in West Texes again where C. Magendie
was located and hope to get two or three more big Lears and as stated in pre-
vious letters, I will preserve the hides for you until you return,

Ye fimally got & new yard man at the house and I think this one will
stay. lle is thoroughly experienced and is taking hold of the job in good shape.
Te are planting a lot of new irees and adding some shrubs to your sister, Ruth's
flower garden,

Stanley is fixing up a nice sirloin steak dinner for us at home
tonight., Carl and Eatrine will be there and Alice Johnson and her two little
children, little Alice and Ceorge are going to eat dinner with us and Inasmuch
- as this is your first amniversary as a prisoner we will have a place al the
‘head of the table for you and have everything ready for you just as though you
were there, so we will be thinking of you and hoping that hy this time next year
this terrible conflict will be ended one way or another and thal we can have
you back with us.for a big dinner on February 23 or sooner if possible,
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Following this, six days later, we had your first letier and I
don't think Dad has ever received in his life a letter thet meant so much -
to him., Although you had addressed e card to R, P, Hartle in London on
Harch 18 asking him to notify me to the effect that you were e prisoner, this
did not arrive for some ten days or two weeks later as the card had to go to
England, be transmitted over here and then I wes notified by the AdJutant
General regarding the contents of the card which lr, lartle mailed to his
wife In California and she in turn mailed to me later on, asking me to return
the original, so I had the card photostated and kept in my file, leanwhile,
& long, tedious, tiresome year has rolled by for both you and all of your
friends and loved ones. We are delighted to know that you have Leen able to
take your medicine with good grace and have never bellyached about herd luck,
nisfortune, or enything during this time, I am sure this same situation
applies to all of the other boys in your camp as well as all of the prisonara.
of war, It is a fine cmmenduble epirit and as stated to you previous]y,
felt sure that you would do & pood Job as you have always done in everything,
in this case, mnely, to be a good and cheerful prisoner of war, do all the
things that your guards and ceptors ask you to do and do them cheerfully with
a smile, As I have said bei‘cre, ‘they are not responsible for the war any .
more then you are, theref'ore it is a question of making the best of it and of
your treating them with the same respect and consideration that yyou would like
to be treated under similar circumstances if the positions should have been
reversed.

[

iirg, Edward Batte of Waxahachie wrole me a leilter on the 7th of
this month stating that she had nol heard from her husband since the letter
written by him on liovember 25 which she received abouil January 1, She was
delighted however to know that he had received the food package ordered from
Buffalo. In addition, she has packed other boxes herself which ere on the
way including powdered milk and eggs, which was returned from lew York by the
cengsors stating that it was not allowed, Iirs. Batte saild that che was talk-
ing to Benton Beasley's mother in Fnnis February 4 and she had not heard from
Benton since the lovember letters. 1 sent Ifrs, Batte a photostatic copy of
your card and she replied that reading it was almost like hearing from Idwuard
herself since you told .so much about the box and she felt sure that Ddward
was all right at the time you sent your letter,.

I also had a letter from !rs, Denton Deasley in Austin February 14
stating that the last letter she had from Benlon was November 14, Meanwhile,
she is naturally anxious to hear from him as we have had three letters from
vou dated since this time, The chances are that !lrs. Beasley will receive
several letters at one time, !

I also had a letter from Mrs, M, C. Maras Jr, of Elizabethtomn,
i’enuuelq,r stating that her husband was due to return some time in the near
future, Ile wag formerly in your Battalion as you no doubt remember, She
also asked me to send a copy of the menu that all of you signed before you

left Iingland s which I have sent to her,

. I am not sure whether I wrote you previously about a letter which
I received f{rom Lee Thomas dated November 11 in which he enclosed a card that
you had sent to Florian Piskorski in Lisbon dated October 5 and arrived ‘there



