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2nd Lt . Amon G. Cart er, Jr., u. s. A1·my, 
American I'risoner of War /11595, 
Interned at Oflag 64, Gerri1ru1~,, 
Via I:eri York, II . Y. 

Dear C, o,..:boy: 

February 23, 1944. 

Dad is writing this l etter tode.y on your first anniversary as 
a Ger r,an prisoner-of-wur . Twelve months ago toduy you were captured as 
a !)risoner of war . ~-lhile it no doubt seemc1d the lon~ost you have spont in 
your t tmnty-four, I Hant to assure you i t has been no lonr,er to ou t½un 
it has t o Dud, Ruth , Der tice, Ku trine , Car 1, your mother aml other loved 
ones . 

Al though you were captured t i1e .2Jrd of Fe bruury, 1943 , your 
first letter addressed jointly t o Dad and your raother mm dated r,Turch 20, 
1943 and a1·:cived in Fort :!orth ::.pril 21, 1943 and wus transmitted to 11e 

over the telephone on . the night of the 23rd while I \7US ti ving u dinner 
party for come of your f riends at the $tork Club in IIe1:1 York. In fact , we 
,mrc at t he lit t lo round table in the little c l ub roon with i~rs . F,thol 
Van Zandt, Lt . Bdvrin P. Van Zandt, his wife , Purelle, flary Viole t , tlrs . Vc1.n 
~andt ' s di:w.r,hter, Dr . Hoclces ~.lc Y.nir,ht, and ~rour s ister, Ruth and yon can 
never ine.cine hovr exci tcd l.l.11 of us v10re when f>pooner, t'.1e Captl-.in of tho 
Cl ub room came over to the table o.nd said, 11 r.!r . Ca.rter , t hey have an important 
lone dintance co.11 for .:;rou. 11 Kutrine 1a<l pl aced the call t o t he Hltz-Curlton 
;lotcl und t hey hud referred the call to ei t her ,Jack &. Charl ie 1 s 11 21'' or t he 
Stork Club. I:nowint: the operators ut 1121" , t he~' lT aciously tied up hal.f of 
t heir switch board und called me at t he Stork Club. KnovTing t he operl'.tors 
there , they lost no time in askinc Spooner to cet me on t he phone , so it 
s ho'.7s we co.n never have too r-mnr friends . All the opera.tors at the _1otcl; 
"21 11 , and t '1e Stork Cluh were all eo.cer to get rre on the nhone , r ealizing 
t i~a t i t was an important ca ll concorninc you. :7hen Eatrine road t:]e letter 
t o me , I read it .:::.loud and t!-1crefore everyone ,m.u t !10 bonofit of it, simll­
taneously . Your not 1er lill.ppened to be out in the other room havins c.inner 
un li uth i r:unediately went in ru d i;;uve her the gl u.d tlc.lin~_;s . I a□ r.1eroly 
reviev1in£ t hese details to brine Luck to your mind ,:hat o. happy occasion it 
v:as . 

Previously , f ollowinr, t e battle on Februar y 14, Valentine Duy, 
I was extrencly dubious , because us soon as I road the story abmit Hichto11or 
amJ. his activities, I lmev, you were in the battle; therefore, rre patiently 
rraited day and nii:;ht for 25 days up until Harch 11, at n:tich time I received 
V1e wire f rom t~e djutunt General'u Depart ment adviaing that you were mis­
sine in action. Followinc this , 35 days l ater, April 15, I recei ved word 
t:mt you vrore a prisoner of War in Germany. X.ou can imar;ine the t.listreus 
and sufforinr; y;e went thr oueh durinc t his period bof ore we h1er1 you \7ere 

______ safe a o a risoner. · 



, 
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J3ertice ,,as ovor yesterday t o get her new fur coat w!1:i.qh s ,1e hud 
boucht f rom Gans Company. It is a La.berador mink . I It is certainly one of 
the prettieot coats I huve ever seem . f{uth is bu,int:: om~ ~ust like it. 
¥utrinc recently bouc!1t hcr:Jelf a c;ood lookinc Beaver coa t . I had Bertice, 
the, 7heo<lore f.'.artins a nd ,Joe '.i.enton for dinne r ,Ti th me lust nicht ut the Cl ub. 
Berticc is workinc on tho redio, hnndline and announcinc her mm pror,r run and 
I run sure j'OU 10uld really be proi.: of hor . She io doinc ~ coo ' job alt1:ouch 
she io. v,oi;-kinc in Dulhs on '1.'ed i,eulcy•o stati on. 

I 

'.l'he I'nt ~J tock Show and Rodeo will opon on t!in 10th of '.larch. r t 
is beinc held t his year ln tho n,en \1i l l Hoger s r•er10rial Coliseum nntl t my ex­
pec t rocord - brenl:in[; crowds . f1overno:r Coke ~~ tovenson and your Dea. a r e leadinc 
the : , .. rade . I a::i. r idinc the hors0 ny friends gave ne na□ed after Will Hoccrc . 
Ho is ce t tin[; n lit tle older t han at t l1e t,ir:10 you tiore ere and I prest1L1e ill 
not be too f r isky for r;,e . I told Ber-:-.ice i i' s •. o r!Ould cor.10 over u[;l!.in ::;one 
time soon, I i·rotu.<l tal:o her out on ~rour boat and r;ivc ::icr u nice dinner. I hc .. ve 
not hui.rd from Jeun i.'o:~ some time , honever I an s uro she :i.s nll rir;ht . I ·1111 
invite her over ni.. t'10 !:lt1"'lo tine I3ertico comes over for the part;r . 

' ' 
Evcrybou...,r else i s ce.:.tinc 1ulone fine und send their best rega:cds . 

;5r . Hough just dropped by und I told hiri I vras writinc ;rou a letter ar:d he oent 
you his best rccurds . He is busy now operating hls chicken and mul e r1:1nch up 
near lJecatnr. 

H. n. Green is ntil ::. 1 the hospital althottr,h I underst.:_nd .ie is 
doinc be t ter. I believe t i1fa covers evorythinc I knOl'f of and I o.□ anxiously 
awaiting t o hea r fror; you ui::a in ns your last lotter ms du ted Januar y 6 at1d 
we' a.re anxious to hear oorricthinc about Did: 'i'orrence' s death v1hich \·as reported 
here Jc:,nuary 31. I have aokod the Hed Cross to send a cul>lc und ascertain if , 
there wes any other s i.clmess or deaths. I :na;r have told frm+ before, t.Jtey ad•· 
vised rie t hat a. re;,rosontutive of the !{ed Cross from Geneva hud been in ~ our 
camp and that overcoats aud s ufficient cloth1nc had a rrived . This r epresentati ve 
,10.s s upµosed to havo boon there Decenber JO, trcref ore I could no'u understand 
11by I di d not lmve nomc nontion 0f it in y our letter of January l or the 6th. 
In t!1e mea.nti r.1c , . I had uord from oomeone that t:'ley they had received a l etter 
statinr that the overcoats !w.d ar rived , so I am natur e.lly anxi ous to !mow whother 
all of you a r e ~ell supplied i-!i th ovcrcoo.ts . I 111:w disappointed that t he/ i':ere 
not thore sooner . 

Again I ussure Jou that a.11 or our thouGhts are of you constar..tly, 
concernin£; your w2lfare, lwalt 1, anc.l. contentracnt . !'lease cive aJ.l the other 
boys my bost rcr,ar<ls . ' ?rite 9.S of t en us you cc:..n . 
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r:ovor.1ber 9, ['-J1d I hope that he is able to send yon some paclr..!i[e~ . /.r. explained, 
we t10rked out a plan vrhere t .ey could be r ecompensatecl fo1· any e}.p&m,e they 
mi r,ht i ncur ir. senc.inr rou t he pc.cka£e . 

I an not surn t1~1other I ,n-oto you about receiving u cc!'d from ~!ios 
Floremce Robinson of Eureic~ , Te1:us decenber 10 stating that Umy were personally 
intercntod in the letters you sent me aG her bro:. or, Captain Randolph Robinson 
,ms :: prisoner in t .1e G' rm camp ni th you and sta tine hou tlelichtod t i iey were 
t11at ho vms! a German ~..,r:!.soner instead of e. JaJ a.nese prisoner . 

I nay lw.ve told JOU a:1.so prcvioltsl;' about roceivinr, a lot tor frorJ 
Shirley Dockton \tho ia mwr living in Hons , C lifornia, as r.e 1 as ha,vinc a 
letter fron l.Jorot\y .. ycrs, Secretary to t he Iean , o!.' t ho University of Texas . 
I tllink I mentioned t his in a pr evious l otter and sent you u copy of b. pic t ure 
o" t he Uni vcrsi ty ;,iii ch I hope the censor pcrni tteu to go t hrough. 

:,1ajor Rallin ,,lkins wrote und 't:w.nrnd , e for s<>ne carnly I hnd sent 
him ChristC1as stc1.tini: t hat bot9 Ernest Hit;htov,er and all . of ·tho uoyo a ppre­
ciated t he cand·• t ht:t I sent them and that t hey were all r:h,d. to ~1ear aoout ~-ou . 
I wrote thorn letter s &nd sent a cop.}· of one of your lettE:ir:.i and I am s ure they 
would v1rite :.:ou if they could . Llkim: ~aid thut he had u 19 month old <la.uchter 
a t home Viut 1e had nevor had a chance t o see . 

T 1ere is never a da;~ the.t coe:J 
calla a:id i nquirie:J from "our f riends and 
inc to knm, horr you ure get tine a long . 
and one fro□ D. G. Tal bot i nquirinr; about 

by that we <lo not have 1,uny telephone 
others passing t .1rough the city, w-unt­
j ust had a nice letter from Phil Horth 
how you a.re en t:.ine .:ilong, etc . 

T 1e Gol den Gloves Contest wound up 'l'uesday ni1;ht \tl th a ;Jacked house 
of 8 , 300 t:md tho winners will nm, be off to Chicago for the finals with others 
from other sec tions of tho country . 

Eddie n.:c!wnbacker µ: ssed throuch t '.1e city recently und signed your 
, autograph book. :~s a natter of fnct, t hore have beon ncm~~ sicnaturcs added to 

:·our book since you l eft L;nlland. I h ve e. t r emendous lot · ... int eresting , im­
portant letters thn.t v1i-l be value..ble t o your collection. I have a lso received 
a lot of first day covers \Illich I nm sure will pl Hase you very .aucl1. 

I a.r.i s oin: bear huntinc out in nest To, ·o H.0ain ,1hcre c. :iti.i_;ondie 
vm.o located and .1ope t o cet two or t 'iroe r.1ore big boa.rs and us stated in pre­
vious letters , I will preserve ·Che l ides f or you rn1til you return. 

stay . 
···c re 
flouer 

\~c f'ina.lly got e. new yard man at t 10 house ::.mcl I t d.n!r t :1is ono nill 
He iG t oroughly experienced and i s ta.Kin£ hold of tie j ob in [ OOC. shupc . 
planting a lot or new t rees and addini; sonc shrubs t o your ljister, Ruth ' s 
carden. 

Stunl cy is fixing up a nice sirloi n steak dinner for us ut home 
t onir,ht . Carl and t:atrine ,rill bo there a nd Alice J ohnson and her tHo li t tle 
c 1il dron, lii..,tle Alice and George are c;oint; to eut dinner v:i th us and inasmuch 
a s t :1is is ycm~ first nnnivers1:1ry as u 1 risoner we VIill bn.ve u i l ace at the 
head of tho table for you and have ovorythinc ready for you j ust ua though you 
were t here , so WH r:ill be thinking of you und hopi nc that 'by thi o tine next. ea.r 
t his terribl e conflict will bo ended one way or another und Uiat we can htive 
you back with us . for a bic dinner on Fobrua.ry 2J or sooner if 1ossible. 

\ 



Following this, six duys later, vro had yom' first :'..ot·~cr and I 
don •t t hink Dnd has ever receivEid in his life o. let.ter t hE.i.. meant so much 
to him . Althouch you hnd addressoct e. card to R. l'. Hartle i n London on 
:farch 18 aokinr, · 1im ,to notify mo to the of'fect that you uere £.. prisoner, this 
did not arrivo for s ome t en de.yu or two vmeks later as the c".rd bad to go to 
Encland, bo transmitted over here and then I r,as notified b,: t he Au:jutant 
General regarding the contents of t he card which r1r. !Iartle □ailed to his 
,life in Ccilifornia und she . in turn r:iailed to me later on, uskinr, ne to rotum 
the orieinul, so J. had the cartl photostated and kopt in ny fil o . Meum1hile , 
a lone , tedious, tiresome year has roll od by for uoth you o.nd all of your 
frionds and loved onos . rfo nro dolightod to knoo thci.t you have !Jeon able to 
ta._<:J your r.icdicine with r,ood grace au<l havo never bellyached about hard luck , 
nisfortune, or anything durinr, this time . I am sure t his au.me csituo.tion 
O.;:Jplios to all of tho othor bo;;rs i n your camp as well us all of the j)risonerf.l 
of vm.r. It io a f'ino commendublo spirit nnd as stated to you pr eviously, I 
folt sure t hat ;•ou vmuld do a cood job as ~ ou have uhm~'S done j_n ovorythinc, 
i:i Uiis case, nn1:1cly, t o ho a rood , and cheerful prfooner of uar , do all the 
t hinco that ,:tour [;lle.I'll D and captors auk r ou to do and do then cheerfully wit h 
a smile . As I ho.vo suid before , ·tho~r are not responsible for t ho ,·mr any . 
more than yon are, therefore it is a quostion of r:1akinf: t 10 Loot of it and of 
your treating them wit 1 the sar.1e respect and consideration that iyou rmuld lik.c 
to bo treated undor sim1l ar circumstances if the positiono ohonld huvo beon 
reversed . 

I 
L~rs . Edward Datte of .a.xa.hnohie wrote me o. let ter on 1,:10 7t 1 of 

t hls nonth stutin6 tllut s !10 hud not heard fron her huoband since the lotter 
r1ri tten by hirn on !fov<mber 25 \Jnich she recoivccl abo t Junuury 1 . ~,10 was 
deliehtcd hovrever to know thri.t he had recei ved the food pn.d:ar;e ordered from 
Buffalo . In addition, she has pa.cl:ed other uoxos hersolf which t!ro on the 
\Vay includinc powdered milk and ecr,s, w 1ich vw.s returned from How Yor k by the 
censors stating thut it was not ul lcued . :1ra . Datte said that oho uas talk­
inc to llen ton Dcaaley ' o mother in 1-:nnis Fe bru.ury L., and s ho had not hoard from 
Benton since the Hovombor letters . I sont Hrs . Ba_tte u photo~t.atio copy of 
your card and she roplied that roud1ng it was almost like hear:l.ng f rorn r:dwurd 
herself since you t old. .oo much ubout the box and she felt sure that 1:duard 
was ull rig t at the time you sent your letter. 

I also had a lc-:.ter f rom I.Irs . Danton . ;easley in Austin February 14 
s -w.tinc that the laot lutter s 10 had from nonton rmo !iover:iber ;I,4 . 'lea.nwhile , 
she is naturally anxious to het:tr from him as wo have had thrt:io letters from 
you·ctatecl since this t i me . The chances are t hat J rs . Bousley will recttive 
several lottors at ono time . 

· I also 10.d n letter from T!rs . u. c. 1 Maras Jr. of Elizabethtovm, 
r.entucky statinc that her husbantl rma due t o r~turn some time in the near 
future . He was formqrly in your Battal ion as you no doubt renembor . She 
'-.lso a s !:ed me t,o send n copy of tho menu t hat o.11 or yon oi6ncd before you 
left !~ncland , 'i!hich I havo sent to her. 

I u'il not sure whether I v,rote you proviously about a letter wid.ch 
I received f rom Lee Thomas dated Hovemoor 11 in which he enclooeJ u cnrd that 
you had sent to Florian Pis_ ~orsl:i in Lisbon .ated October 5 and arrived the:r•o 


