OFFICERS ] DEPARTMENTS

B. B. STONE 4 FORT ROSCOE ADY
FPRESIDENT WORTH PUBLICITY-RESEARCH

GALEN H. MCKINNEY D HaEtans
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE -2

MELVIN J. MILLER : TRADE EXTENSION-HIGHWAY
SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT H..8. FOSIER

w. L. PiER FORT WORTH. TEXAS AemicuLTuRE
TREASURER HERBERT JOSEPH

WILLIAM HOLDEN e CONVENTION—-AVIATION
Executive vicerresivens  TELEPHONE 3-2491 114 EAST EIGHTH STREET M N n o nance

MRS. EDWIN PHILLIPS
MANUFACTURERS-CIVIC
AFFAIRS

December 24, 1940

Senator Morris Sheppard
Senate Office Building
Washington, D, C.

Dear Senator Sheppard:

Attached is & copy of the priel which was submitted to dgnq;ul Brett setting
forth Fort Worth's adventagee &s s locatiom for the Consolicdated Aireraft Corp.
A copy of this brief has also gone %o %ho ralzbwaaga :

Mr, Wm. 8. Knudger, Netional Defemnse Aﬁ?itnry Commi ssion, Iaahinsten, De Cu

Col., Wm. ¥, Valla&t, Meateriasl ﬂh’itiﬂn, Alr Corps#, Washington, Dy Gy

Lt. Col. Welter T, Reed, Munitions Building, Washington, D, C.

Mr, Wm, H, Herrison, Chief of Construetion, Imdustrial Produetion Division,
National Defemse Advisory Commission, Washington, D. C.

Earlier information along sinxigéiliiak~was submitted to the following:

Admiral T. H, Towers, Chief, Bureau of Aergmneuties, Navy Derartment

Captain 8, M, Krause, Asetl. Director, Air@ﬁaft Division, National Defense
Advisory éo!nisiiﬁn.

Attsched 1is & copy of & letter submitted ta Major Fleet, President, Consolidated

Airoraft Corporetion, binding Fort Worth to furnish the 1,200 acres of lend egd

to bring to the site sll the necessary facilities and utilities, including a

rajlroad, at 1o ¢ost to the Govermment. This entire development would cost the

City approximately $1,000,000,

Attached alsd is copy of the gtatememt by President Stome of the advantages of
Fort Worth and*tho Lake Worth site, which was sent to you om December l4th.

Briefly, the Gaﬁuxﬁmn&% plent to be operated by the Consolidated Aireraft Corp.
should be located on the Leske Worth site for the follewing reasons:

1., Because the Consolideted Aireralt Corporation selected this
site several months ago &s the onme where it would build an
interior plant in the case 1t was required %o do so snd, when
asked to peagps on sites recently, surveyed the proposed sites
in Oklahoms and again reached the decision that 1t would build
the plant here more gquickly and operate it more efficiently then
at the other points, The company states that it has so advised
the Air Corps repeatedly during the past two weeks.
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2., A plant on this site can also be used, il needed, for the
menufacture of flying boats having & water base adjoining it
with runways adequate for the largest boats. It ie now being
used by Consolidated as s mid-continent stop in the transport
of flying boats to the British. The Consolidated menufactures
both flying boats and bombers., Why mot meke the investment
where the greatest use capn be made of the plant and where the

Government has the best chance to realisze on its investment if

it ever dssires to dispose of the plant?

8. The site for a landing field cen provide longer runways and be
developed &t minimum of cost in comparison with the sites in the
other cities. The availability of extremely long runways is
important for the present and future large aireraft.

4, Climatic conditions are definitely more favorsble here.

5. Fort Worth end the bulk of its natursl trade territory, in West
Texas, has not had any defense establishments and should not be
penalized by counting projects established in other parts of this
very large atate,

6, If emother airplene assembly plant or factory is to be located in
this general region, why not place it at Tulsa and let this plant
which haes selected Fort Worth be loceted where it ceam do the best
job for the National Defense Program.

It the point is brought up that the North American Compeny ie loceted near Dallas,
it can be very easily answered that the Fort WortheDelles industrial ares in the
two counties alone has & population of approximately 625,000 esgainst 193,000 in
Tulsa County, with no large industrisl centers neerby. Obviously, this area is far
better able to support an sdditional plant at Fort Worth than Tulse is to support
the one plant, employing probably 15,000 men. This area is the largest concemtra-
tion of population south of Kansas City where the Government has reeently spnounced
the location of & very lerge arms Tectory and slso one of these army bomber assembly
plante, the sites being within & very few miles of easch other, so the argument sgainst
location in Fort Worth on the basis of available population or sgeinst concentration
ig not sound.

I will be glad to furnish any other detailed informetion desired. Do not hesitate
o wire or ecall,

Thanking you for your continued interest in this metter, I am

8inecerely yours,

William Holden
Executive Vice President



UNUSUAL ADVANTAGES AVAILABLE AT FORT WORTH, TEXAS,
FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF A MANUFACTURING PLANT BY
CONBOLIDATED AIRCRAFT CORPORATION,

’ A site of 1,000 acres on Lske Worth 6 miles from
?arrunt County Court House is avaeilable for manufacturing facili-
ties and the necessary airport. This site can be expanded to the
weet to include at lesst 400 additional acres.

The Consolidated normally manufactures both land
and sea planes., While we understand that the immediate plans of
the company are to produce in this plant only land planes for the
U. 84 Army, a location on an adequate body of water is important
for possible future production zlso of sea planes. O0fficials of
Consolidated have indicated that a combination location of this
type is much more desirable from the company's point of view than
is & land-locked location

_ Leke Worth is suitable for the launching of sea
planes. Consolidated is now using the lake as an over-night
stopping point in the delivery of flying boats from its San
Diego plant to freat Britain.

Fort Worth's chain of three great lakes on the
Trinity River, Lake Viorth, Zagle Mountain Lake and Lake Bridgeport,
6, 10 and 32 miles, respectively, above Fort Yorth, all inter-
connected, have sn aggregate capacity of 530,000 acre feet. By
regulation of flow from the two upper lakes water may be maintained
at spillway level in Lake VWerth through any conceiveble drought.

Fort Worth city utilities, with the exception of
sanitary sewage disposal, cen be made available at the proposed site
on Lake Worth.

LABORY Labor in this vieinity is intelligent. Ap@rm@in:toxy
83 per cent of Fort Worth and Tarrant County's population is native
white, Mr. T. E, Crabb, Manager of the Fort Worth Office of Texas
State Employment Service, stated recently that there are 11,000
skilled mechanics and machiniste registered in the several offices
of that agency within 100 miles of Fort Worth. Eleven per cent of
these are under 21 years of age, 74 per cent are between 21 and 45,
and 15 per cent ape over 45, MNr. Crabb states further that there
are in the files of the Fort Worth office names of approximately
3,000 skilled and semi-skilled workers and 6,000 unskilled workers.
Due to construction activity in other Texas cities these numbers
are probably materially reduced at the present time, but when the
construction of military camps shall have been completed the num-
ber of available workers will naturally increase.

North American Aviation, Inc., has under counstruction
a plant in the vicinity of Dallss. The largest number of employees
to be used in that plant; according to the best available information,
is 12,000, Officers of Consolidated have indicated that should the
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proposed plant be established at Fort Worth it will make use of
approximately 15,000 employees. The recent census shows the pop=-
ulation of Tarrant County, Texas, to be 225,588, snd that of Dallas
County 398,049, a total of 623,637 in the two adjoining counties, from
which Yo draw & maximum of 27,000 employees for the two plante, should
Consolidated locate on Lake ¥Worth - although of course such employees
could and probably would be drawn from the population of sll of Herth
and Central Texas,

In this connection an interesting fact has been pointed
out by officisls of Consolidated Aircraft Corporation. They state that
there ie an important advantege in having two airplane manufacturing
plants in the same genefal vieinity, se experience at Ban Diego and
perhape other West Coast citiee has demonstrated., There are tises when
& departzent of & large esireraft factory will find it necessary to cease
operations, in whole or in part, for a peried of time, during which a
nearby plant may be able to use employees from that department, and the
managenents have found it practicable and convenient to work together
in the matter of "fleating® groupes of employees from one plent to another,
- for a tim, to the gresat advantage of both the factories and the employ-

u“ﬁ‘

IBPORTATION: Fort Worth is served by 9 trunk line reilrcsds. No
eiw in the Southwest has finer railrosd facilities, TFort Worth is om
direct air lines from the Zast Coast to the West Cozst. It is 9 hours
by air plane trevel from Los Angeles to Fort Weorth. HNo other city with
Fort Worth's lake facilities is so well situated approximately half way
between the coasts, as is demonstrated by Consolidated's use of Lake
Horth as a stop-over polnt in ite delivery of flying boats to CGreat Britain.

HOUSINGs The Port Worth Chasber of Commerce has pledged itself
to provide adeguate housing facilities for new citizens who might sesk
homes here in the event of location at Lake Worth of & Consolidated
Alreraft Corporation plant. The 1940 Buresu of the Census survey of
housing facilities indicates that at the moment there are 2500 vecant
units in the city of Fert Worth.

PORT WORTH CHANBER OF COHNERCE,

By .. , .
President

December 14, 1940.



