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Senator Morr1a Sheppard 
Sen•t• Otftce Building 
Wash1ngtQn, D. c. 

Dear Senator Sheppard; 

Deee.71ber 24; 1940 

(\ 
\ 

< l 

Attached 1s a oopy of .the @rl&i' which • sublllltted to Oen ral Brett · etting 
forth Fort orth' a e.dvantagee a a locat1o~ for the Con oU .dat&d trcr i't Corp. 
A eo:py or this brief has also gon to the foll ing; 

Mr. Wm. s. Knud e~ , ational Defense Adv1 oey Comm;asion , Wash~ton• D. c. 
Col. . Wm. F. Vol andt , Material DiT\slon , Air Corpe , Washington, D. c. 
Lt . Col. . Walter T. Reed, Munit ions Building, We.,ellf,ngton, D, c. 
Mr. • H. Harrtaon , Oh ie:f of Con trueti.on, Jpd:ustrial Production Divi ion• 

N tt.onal Defens AdT iaory Col!lmiHi<>:tt , Washington , D, C. 
/ 

Turli r inform.at ion along siluii . :r l bl!' a t'!Jmi.1tted t o the follo tng: 
/ ., 

Adm1ra j , H. To ere ,. Chi.et\ Bureau of .A ~Qnautio , Navy De _ rtment 
C pta. s. . Kra se. Ase1i . 1 Di:!'ect r, Air~i,af't Divis on , National. Defense 

dvisory Commis ton . 1 

I I 
Attached 1s a copy ot e. et~ r su il!\1tt d to ts.jar Fleet, Presi ent , Consolidated 
Aircraft Corpore.ttoll- binding 1oPt We-rtb to furnish the 1 , 200 acres ot lend eu:ld 
to brtng to the ~-st,te all th~ neoe3'se:ry fa.c1litios and utSiU.t1es , 1ncludtn a 
ra1lr ad, at IJ,-O uost to the ~ernm.ent . This entire development woulu co t the 
City spproxim,ately 1 , 000 , 000~ 

Attached ala ta oopy of the tatament by President Stone of the advantages ot 
Fort Worth end th Lak Wori;h s1t • wh1cb was ent to you on December 14th . 

Br e:fly, th$ Gov, $eat -:pl nt t o b operated by the Consol idated Aircraft Corp . 
ahoul be ooated on tli'o Leke Wo~th $it for th f ollowing re sons: 

l , Because th Consolidated Aircraft Corporation select~d this 
e1te neral months ego ae the ne wher it would build an 
lntertor plant int e cas it 1m required to do so end, when 
asked to payss on s1te$ r eentl y . sUl'Yeyed the proposed s1ta 
in Olclahotne. and age.in reacbad the decision tha1i it woul d build 
the pl nth re sore quickly and oper te it more effici~Atly than 
at the other potnts, The company statee that 1t ha so advised 
the Air Corps repe tedl;y dur g the past two weeks. 



£. A pl.ant on this site ean. al.s0 be us.•d• if needed, for the 
manu:taoture of n.;rtng boats havfns a water ba:ae adjobtng 1t 
wtth rw:,.weys adequate for the largest boats. , lt ts ao• ?:>etng 
used by Con.soJ.ldatctd as e m:J..d ... eonttnent etol) bl the tran•port 
of fl.ybg boats to the, Brittsh. 'l'he Oonso,lldatea menuf'ao1h:1re•· 
both flying 'bQ~ts and bontbtra.. Why o.ot make the t.nve.stae~.t 
where tne greatest l:;180 oq be n\ade of' the plant and whe:r• .th.a 
GQT~·t".Mmcmt hei:s the bett Qhance to real.I.a~ o~ lts · :tnvenmen.t if 
lt. ever dts~rea, ·to· ditspose . of . th• flan,i? · 

'.3• The dte for e la.ndtng field Cati. provide. l.ottg !IY•!' run:vtays and be 
developed at ml.nU'i\lll of eost in eom:p8rb(}1l with the ·s1 tea in the 
other otti••• 'l'he avatl1tbil1ty of e:,;trem.ely long l'IIUiways le 
lmportan.t for the present and futu:rt l.argt atrcraftt 

4.. OU.lllat1o oon<U:t:!<.Hi1a are dettrittely more t'evorable here,. 

5~ ·1ort Worth en~ the blll,k of 1 tf3 natural trade territory, tn west 
T.eJ:aa, haa not hfid emy dete:nse ••tabl1$bments and should net be 
ptm.alUed by eount~ p:rojeet.11 e.st~olL&hed Ui other :pa.rt$ of th(s 
very large $t&t•~ 

6 ♦, If QI.other ai:rpla:ne •sHntbly -plant or factory 1s to be l.ooe,ted ui 
thls gen.oral redon, why not pl,aoe it a. t hl•a end let "t;hts plcu,.t 
whloh hae seltdted Fort f/oi,th be l.ooated •here U Oe.tli d.Q tbt best 
job tor 't he National Defen•• Progra., 

tf th.e point b brought 1:1:P tha.t the North . .Amerfoq Oom:p1u;1y t.s l<boe.ted near Dflllaa, 
U ean. be v·t1ry eas:tly exu,w.ered thd the. Fort Worth•Oa:llas .b,dustrbl area in the 
two eoUl\ltiee alone has, ,a ;population of a.p:proJ:imetely 625,0QO aga!lnst 195. 000 b 
Tul.$& County-, with no large tndustrtal cen:tert n.ea.rby. Obv1oualy1, this ares ls tar 
better ,$ble to $trpport aa e.d:<U.ttond, pl~t at Fort ifoFth then Tula. ls to support 
the one plant, em:ploytng :probably 151 000 me.n.. Thta area is tp.e' 1ar~ea't conoentre• 
ti.C'.m of popula.t1on ,outh of Kanea& Otty wner• the Government hts reoently fmnouaoed 
tht loca.t4,()tt ot a "il'ery 1arg& e:rms :raotory and also cue of theta army bomber assembly 
pl.ants, the sttes being with.in e very few mtlee of each other , so ,he- argW!lent a.gainet 
looat1on tn Fort Worth on t.he basis 'l!t 1,rtatlable popub.tto.n or ~ge.µat oonoentratton 
ie lil:Ot sound. 

Z wUl be glad to furnish am,y other de1la1led uu·or.mation deetred . Do not hesitat$ 
t o wire oll!' call. 

illliam Holden 
heouttve Vtee Pres1de~t 



UNUSUAL A.OVA!'TAGES AVAILABLE AT :m tT WOitTH, TEXAS, 
FOR ES'l'ABLISHIENT OF A f.ANT.1FACTURING PLANT BY 

CONSOLIDATED AIRCRAFT CORPORATIObi, 

SITEa A site of 1 ,000 aoree on Lake Worth 6 miles f'ro• 
T•rrant County Court House 1a available for manufaetu.rtng facili­
'tii$& and the necet'8ary airport. This site ca.n be expande to the 
weet to i nclude at least 400 additional acrea . 

The Coneolidated normally manufacture• both land 
and sea plan••• hile we un,- er1tand that the immediate plan• of 
the compaey are t o _produce in "thu pl4nt only land planes for the 
U • S. Ariey- , a. ltoa. tion on •n adequate body o.f wa. te,r ts impo:rt nt 
fer poesible future productt,on ·a1•0 of •ea lanes .. Offictale of 
Consol ida ted. have indicated th.at a. combine.t!.on l ocation of th:h 
typ& is '.ll!U:Ch mo're desirable from t,he company ' e point of vie than 
is a la.nd:.l.ocked location 

Lake Worth ia suitable for the launching of sea 
plane, .. Con1ol1dated ie now using the llf.ke a& an over•n1ght 
stopping point in the delive of flyin boats from it,s San 
Diego plant to Great Britain. 

1ort orth•e OM1n of three great lake, on the 
Trinity River, take fio:rth, Eagle ountain Lake and Lake Bridgeport, 
6, 10 and 32 miles , reepecrM.vely , above Fert Worth, all 1nter­
Qonnected, ha'1Te an aggregate c&paci1;y of .5.30, 000 a.are feet . By 
regulation of flow from the two upper lakes water 11/J.1' be maintained 
at apillw~y lev$l in Lake Worth .t hrough any conceivable drought, 

Fort Worth city ut!li tiee., with the exception of 
fu1ni tary sewage dieposal , can be made available at t proposed. •t te 
on Lake Wctrth. 

LABOR• Labor in this vieini ty is intelligent. ApprllY.dlllltely 
S-3 p~r cent of Fort ·orth a.nd Tarrant County's population 1• nati ve 
white. MP. T. E •. Crabb , Manager of the Fart Worth Office of ·rexall 
State Employment Service, stated reeent:ly that there are ll, 000 
ekilled m:echanies a.nd. machinitt1. regi,&tered in the several offioea 
of that • gency within 100 miles of Fort Worth. Eleven per cent of 
these are under 21 years of age, 74 per cent are between 21 and 45 , 
and 15 per cent•• o•et 45 . Mr. Crabb state-$ further that there 
a.ore in the fi,le of the Fort · grth office names of appwold.mately 
3•000 elr.illed and ••lli ... ekilled- 1rorker1. and 6 ,.000 u11tkilled workers., 
Due to oc'>11struct1o:n aetiv1ty in :ether .Texe.s. citiea these numbers 
are probably materially reduced at the present time, but when the 
construction of milita:ry oampe ehall have been completed the num-­
ber ef availabl e wor,J:ers w·ill natuPa..ll,y increase~ 

North American .li.v.iat1on, Inc., hae under ccnfstruction 
a plant in the vicinity 0:f Dallas . The largest nu.wber of employee, 
te be used in that plant, according to t he best available information,. 
is 12,000. Officers of Consolidat ed have indicated that shotild the 



pr◊posed plant be ahlis ~ t ort orth it will nak use of 
approldir.a:tely- 15 , 000 employees., Tho recent oen111us sho s the pop ... 
ulat!on of T i:-t'trnt County, " s, to ba 22,,sss, and h t of · all 
Count:, )98,049, a total of 62),637 in the tw djoininp, counti~, fro 
whioh t.o dr • a ximU!t of 27 1000 emp oyeeD for the t o p nt ~ should 
Consolidawd loeate 011 Lake north - although of' oour e nch e ploye a 
could nd prob b y would be dra•n f ro th po. tio of ru. of Nc•··th 
.nd C nt:r~l exas ., 

In tM c:o.nnect!on · n i1 t r .ting f c MB b. n poi t d 
out by offiot&a ot Conaoli t d ircr ft Cor: oratio-n. Ttu;y te t' t 
t her• 1& tlll :t port n advat.ita.ge in having t o irpl,1u1e mam.,f c uring 
pliui.ta in .be satt:.e ene1·al vleinity , ao experi nt':6\ t San Diego nd 
pe:rb.ap other fe-et Coe.et oitiea • d monst.ra., d. h ·re re ti1?.et when 

dep rt'.l.'.l.mt ot a large irc-ra..: t f ct,ory wiU find 1 .. n.eo S$ fy to ce s• 
opEtr .tione., in. ~hole oi- in pa.rtJ for . a period of tii.".lo, during 'ff-hi.ch a 
ne rby plan.t ·mar be ble to u e employee• fr-0 that depart •ent, im the 
man amente h ve tound. 1 t prfJctic. bl& :n conv nient · o wor1 toget. e-r 
in h• utter .of "floa.ting1t groups of employ"• ft-otl on.~ p nt to .anothex-, 
for tim.&, o th& re t. t1 dvan' or bot the faet-orie and. t e &itpley--
ee. 

TRA"i POftTATIONt Fort tOt>th 1.a r'Vfi!d by 9 trunk ,U.ne r ilro~s . No 
city 1n t he outhwe t .• as in r r ilro d "'acillt.ieo. Fort f>iort h 1e on 
dir ct a ... r line fro th :. t Co t to t .e tie t Co • It is 9 our• 
by air pl.an& travel from, Los Ang•le.& to Fort fiortb.. .No other cit¥ with 
Fort ~ortb.•s lake .t'ac.ilities is eo we l Bituated ap:pro:x;imatoly half~ 
betweiln tb♦ ooaete,. a s d ~n tr tea by Consolidate' u of · lt: 
~orth: a, a · to~over point in it · deli ery of fl::,in, bo ts to Gre -t ri ta. n. 

HOUS_PJO:, Th hrt ·o.rtb hamb r ot Gor-"'"erce l 
to proviae ncleq,· te .ou in. ac1 iti.es or new citiz na w o ml ht es 

Qmt3.I here in the ev@nt- of loo&tion t1:t L ke orth of CorH:JOlid~tec 
Airet"at t Corpor~tion pl.tmt.. The 1940 Bureau of the Cen ua u·rvl)y of 
ousio~ faoilitis indio tee t. t t the mo~ent there e 2500 vaoont 

uni ta. in the city of i'ort · orth, 

By------------
PrEisid nt. 


