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The university plans to combat
future nursing shortages.
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What not to wear on Halloween.
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The Frogs prepare for one
of the conference’s hottest
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Broken sprinkler floods dorm, forces residents out

By CALLIE COX
Staff Reporter

The rain came down
and the sun came up and
roommates exited the
building two by two.

A broken sprinkler
head caused flooding in
Samuelson Hall on Mon-
day, said Richard Oliver,
assistant director of facili-
ties.

Oliver said a resident’s

on a coat hanger from the
sprinkler hanging from
the bathroom ceiling.
“When he went to take
his clothes down, the head
of the sprinkler broke
causing the apartments
to flood,” Oliver said.
Oliver said about four
rooms on the third floor
were flooded and then the
water ran down to the first
and second floors.
Oliver said the uni-

versity is waiting for the
rooms to completely dry
out before they can get
an estimate on the dam-
age caused.

Logan Wilson, sopho-
more journalism major,
whose roommate’s visi-
tor caused the flooding,
came home from class at
about 12:45 p.m. to find
her room ankle deep in
water.

“The visitor said that

when he went to take his
clothes off the sprinkler,
the entire unit came out of
the ceiling causing water
to start gushing into the
room,” Wilson said.

Oliver said the stairwell
was like a river because
the water was coming
down so hard.

Hanna Useem, soph-
omore political science
major, lives on the first
floor of Samuelson.

Useem said she was in
her room when the fire
alarm, triggered by the
broken sprinkler, went
off in the dorm.

The flooding dis-
placed about 16 students
from their rooms, Useem
said.

Useem said she is cur-
rently living with a friend
who is a resident assis-
tant in Foster Hall. TCU

visitor hung his clothes

MICHAEL BOU-NACKLIE / Photo Editor

A visitor hung clothes on a sprinkler head in a Samuelson Hall bath-

See FLOOD, page 2 room and subsequent flooding displaced 16 students.

THE GREAT PU

MICHAEL BOU-NACKLIE / Photo Editor
ABOVE: A girl checks out “Grinning Grove” at Boo at the Zoo on Monday. RIGHT: Forty pumpkins
were carved for the exhibit at Boo at the Zoo by art students. Organizers said the exhibit took two

weeks to set up and is the first time the College of Fine Arts has partnered with the zoo.

Students design pumpkin

By ALYSSA DIZON
Staff Reporter

There is a new addition to the Fort
Worth Zoo for Halloween that isn’t
animal or human.

Several art and design students
showed off their tricks of the trade
last week in a colorful pumpkin patch
lighting display for the zoo’s annual
Halloween event, Boo at the Zoo.

Cameron Schoepp, associate pro-
fessor of art, said the zoo contacted
him with the idea of having students
carve the pumpkins for the display.
He said this was the first time the Col-

lege of Fine Arts has partnered with
the zoo for the event.

Instructors of art Matt Clark and
Chris Powell had their art classes team
up to carve 40 pumpkins for the dis-
play, Schoepp said.

Fred Oberkircher, associate profes-
sor of merchandising and textiles, gave
his Lighting for Special Purposes class
the task of creating the display.

Alumna Allison Speer, the zoo’s
assistant marketing director, said she
knew about the lighting department
and asked if students could take on
the project.

i

Speer said the display, “Grinning
Grove,” covers only a small area by
the duck pond, but everyone walking
on the main path can see it.

“We're definitely going to ask them
to come back and do it next year,” she
said. “They went above and beyond.
They did a great job.”

Speer said this was the first time
people outside the zoo did the light-
ing display, but students frequently

volunteer for the event.

Emily Grierson, a senior interior
design major in the class, said she
enjoyed volunteering in the past but
was excited to be a part this year.

Grierson said her class of seven stu-
dents spent a week going to the zoo to
survey the area and spent another two
weeks creating the display. Their main
goal was to light the pumpkins with

See 20O, page 2

SGA votes to add
challenge course

By ALLIE BROWN
Staff Reporter

The Student Government Association’s
House of Representatives unanimously
passed a bill Tuesday to allocate mon-
ey toward the creation of a challenge
course.

Perry Cunningham, Neeley School of
Business representative, and Chad Dress-
er, Student Body representative, said they
wrote the bill after delegates from the Uni-
versity Recreation Center approached the
Campus Advancement Committee about the
possibility of a new challenge course.

Cunningham said the Recreation Center
will start the planning process. The total
cost is estimated at $63,825, he said.

The course will be designed by Adven-
ture Experiences, Inc., Cunningham said,
and it is scheduled to be completed by
fall 2008.

The allocated money will come from the
SGA reserve and the Campus Advancement
Committee funds, he said.

Thomas Pressly, SGA vice president and
Campus Advancement Committee chair,
said Campus Advancement supports the
passing of this bill.

“This is a priority for campus advance-
ment, and it is a great way to positively
affect the students of TCU,” Pressly said.

Steve Kintigh, director of Campus Rec-
reation, said he appreciates the House’s
support.

“Over the 20 years I've been here we've
had collaborative projects with the House,
but nothing this big,” Kintigh said. “Credit
will for sure be given to SGA in some form
or another.”

Kintigh said after the completion of the
course, whether painted or attached as a
plaque, SGA will receive the appropriate
signage on the course.

“Usually, you only have to pay a third
of the cost to have a building with your
name on it,” Kintigh said. “They’re fund-
ing half.”

Cunningham said he thinks the new
challenge course will be an asset to the
TCU community.

“It will help students with team build-
ing and leadership exercises,” Cunning-
ham said.

Kintigh agreed that the course is need-
ed.

“The old course had wood warps and
safety issues,” Kintigh said. “The new
course will be a ‘wow’ experience for stu-
dents who haven’t done it before. While

See SGA, page 2

Provost to act as ‘MacBeth’

By CALLIE COX
Staff Reporter
Double, double, toil and
trouble, and the provost?
Halloween night, Theatre
TCU will present its third
annual performance of “Bard
on the Rocks,” a scene from
Shakespeare’s “MacBeth.”
This year, there is a twist.
Provost Nowell Donovan will the
be playing the role of Mac-

Beth in the 9 p.m. perfor-
mance.

Donovan said this will be
his acting debut.

“I have not acted since I was
a youngster,” Donovan said. “I
used to do opera a long time
ago, but this will be my first
real acting experience.”

Connie de Veer, director of

natural.

style.”

play, said Donovan is a

Junior Eric Dobbins, who
will be playing MacBeth at
the 11 p.m. performance,
said Donovan has taken to
the play very well.

“Playing the same role, we

I on-campus

“He takes direction like a
professional actor,” de Veer
said. “He is so great with
the students and he has a
wonderful communication

have learned a lot from each
other,” Dobbins said. “It has
really been a great experience
for all of us.”

The performance will be at
Froghenge, the circle of rocks
located outside the Ballet and
Modern Dance Building.

De Veer said it was Dono-
van’s idea to build Froghenge
three years ago in hopes that
theatre, dance and music stu-

Halloween performance

dents would perform in it.

Dobbins said having the
play outside on Halloween
adds a lot to the whole expe-
rience of the play both for
the actors and the audience.

“The play is in an open air
theater just like Shakespeare’s
Globe Theatre,” Dobbins said,
“and with the play being in a
circle, it allows us as actors
to play to everyone.”

FOR YOUR INFO
Bard on the Rocks

When: 9 to 11 p.m. today

Where: Froghenge, outside
the Ballet and Modern
Dance Building

Admission: Free

WEATHER
TODAY: Sunny, 81/52

FRIDAY: Sunny, 75/51

TOMORROW: Partly cloudy, 72/49

PECULIAR FACT

ATHENS, Greece — Two thieves armed only with
ketchup ambushed a supermarket employee as he
was taking cash to the bank.

TODAY’S HEADLINES

OPINION: Skimpy costumes an unseemly tradition, page 3
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Send your questions,
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offered to help students
find a place to stay if they
had no other options.

Wilson said she has
been told it will be three
to four days before stu-
dents can move back into
their dorm rooms.

“There are fans in all of
the rooms,” Wilson said.
“TCU is paying to have
all the carpets cleaned
and our clothes to be dry
cleaned.”

Z00

From page 1

various colors using Christmas lights,
flood lights, pumpkin lights and col-
ored tubular lights to entertain families
in the community, she said.

It was a long process with little time
and resources, Grierson said, but it
was fun and worth the effort.

“It’s really colorful,” she said. “There
are different areas and layers of light
everywhere. Your eyes will be con-
stantly moving around.”

The lighting students take turns
going to Boo at the Zoo each night
to watch over the lights to make sure

there are no mishaps or technical dif-
ficulties, Grierson said.

Grierson said the display will be
graded, but Schoepp said the art stu-
dents could just have fun and carve
the pumpkins however they liked.

Once the zoo delivered the pump-
kins, his students spent half a class
period carving pumpkins and enjoying
the weather outside, Clark said.

“I think it's a great activity for
students to take a break from the
coursework we have and help the
community,” Clark said. “It’s always
exciting to see how they take experi-
ences from TCU and go out into the
community and share their knowledge
and excitement for life.”

SGA

From page 1

the low elements are designed
for team building, the high
elements are much more indi-
vidual and will help with self-
esteem.”

Cunningham said all stu-
dents and organizations
will be welcomed to use the
course, including any corpo-
rations that wish to apply for
use.

“Whereas now the challenge
course behind the stadium is
virtually unusable, with the
construction of a new course,
corporations in the DFW area
can pay to use this course,”
Cunningham said.

Pressly said he thinks stu-

dents will get a great deal.

“I think students are con-
tinuing to use challenge cours-
es, but they're using them
off-campus,” Pressly said.
“Whereas the new course on
campus will be a lot cheaper
and convenient.”

Kintigh said the course will
be built on an empty lot in the
grassy area behind the ten-
nis courts. He said he does
not know whether the athletic
course will be made of steel
or wood. He said even if the
price does increase, the bid
is firm and the changes will
not affect the money given by
the House.

Cunningham said after the
course begins construction, it
will only take two weeks to
complete.

FOR YOUR INFO

Student body
officer elections

When: Beginning Nov. 12 at 7 a.m.
and ending Nov. 13 at 7 p.m.

The candidates are:
President: Nate Arnold, Daniel
Becker, Justin Brown, Thomas Pressly
Vice President: Brett Major, Haley
Murphy

Treasurer: Jacob Barnes, Perry Cun-
ningham

Programming Council Chair:
Kristen Chapman

Choose Healthful Foods

Fighting Heart Disease and Stroke
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Dip in law applicants hasn't
affected admission process

By SAKINA NAMAZI
(Rutgers) Daily Targum

NEW BRUNSWICK, N.J. — Law school
applications are cyclical in nature, but low
numbers in recent years doesn’t necessarily
mean it’s any easier to get in.

“Some years more people become law-
yers, some years less people want to become
lawyers,” said Steve Marietti, Kaplan Test
Prep and Admissions pre-law programs
director.

Kaplan Test Prep and Admissions recently
conducted a survey of law school admis-
sions officers at 190 law schools across the
country.

The survey seemingly demonstrated a par-
adox, Kaplan reported in a press release.
Half of the admissions officers reported a
decline in applicants in the past two years,
which signals better admissions odds for
future applicants. But 79 percent caution
that the decline has not made their admis-
sions process any less competitive.

Marietti said this change might be due to
the decreasing number of people applying
to law school.

“We suspect that the overall population of
the caliber people applying are getting bet-
ter,” he said. “(Students are receiving) better
LSAT scores, (students are) more attentive
to details that matter. There is softening in
numbers, but also the recognition that you
have to put your best foot forward.”

Rayman L. Solomon, dean and professor
of law at Rutgers University School of Law
Camden, agreed.

“(The decrease in applications) means that
some people who were marginally interested
in going to law school don’t apply today,”
Solomon said.

Solomon adds that this decrease will not
change the competitive nature of law school
admissions.

“Some people don't really have a sense of
what they want to do,” he said, “but there
are still a lot of very strong applicants that
are applying.”

There were 88,000 students who applied

to law school last year, and 46,000 spac-
es were filled at American Bar Association
approved law schools, Marietti said.

“When you have less people to compete
against, its gives you an edge, relatively
speaking,” he said.

He said applicants dropped 7.4 percent in
2005-2006 and 4.8 percent in 2004-2005.

But, although numbers have gone down,
both Marietti and Solomon said law school
is still competitive.

LSATs are a very important factor, but they
are not the only factor, Solomon said.

He said schools such as Rutgers Law still
look at a variety of different things when
deciding upon admissions.

“We look for strong academic level,
involvement in the community, strong rec-
ommendations from faculty, LSAT scores,”
Solomon said.

But 50 percent of the admissions officers
say LSAT scores are the most important com-
ponent in an application, Marietti said.

“LSATs are great,” Marietti said. “But then
you can essentially mess it up by not being
careful in writing.”

He said admissions officers ordinarily see
writing skills in the personal statement.

“If someone gets a 155 (on their LSAT the
first time) and then a 165 on their second
time, they could be a 165 person,” he said.
He said admissions officers at Rutgers Law
are looking at the whole record.

“If a person has a 3.8 from Rutgers Col-
lege, and if the evidence is consistent, then
this is a quality person with good recom-
mendations and a strong record,” Solomon
said.

In previous years, the ABA has evaluated
LSATSs using the average score. This year, law
schools are beginning to evaluate students
on their single highest LSAT score, Kaplan
said in the press release.

Many aspects of a law school application
can be prepared ahead of time, Marietti said.
Students can prepare for the LSATS, they can
prepare a good personal statement, and get
good recommendations, he said.

—
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