
TELEPHONE 
HEMLOCK 5000 

AMERICAN AIRLINES, INC. 

Mr. Amon G. Carter 
Fort Worth Star Telegram 
Fort Worth, Texas 

Dear Amon: 

5036 WEST 63RD STREET 

CHICAGO 

August 2, 1939 

I wonder if you could help us in the cause of improved 
maintenance and safety at the Fort ~orth Municipal Air~ort. 

CABLE ADDRESS 
"AMAIR" 

I hate to bother you with matters like this, but I kno'l'r if anyone 
can hel? us, you can and I am, therefore, imposing on you to this 
extent. 

For oome time we have experienced a number of cases of 
damage to the propellers of our planes caused by the loose stones 
on the ramp and ends of the runways particularly, and the runways 
themselves on the Fort Worth Airport. ¼hen an airplane is st,rting 
to taxi or the motors are being run up while st8nding still, the 
air current caused by the slipstream produces a miniature cyclone 
on the ground just below the bottom of the 9ropellers which is strong 
enoueh to pick up good-si~ed pebhles which hit the propeller blades. 

Do you suppose we could encourage a WPA or other project 
at Fort Worth to get some concrete ramps and runway ends, a.t leest, 
tohelp us cut dovn this dmnage? The damage not only causes expense, 
but might ee.sily affect matters of sef 0 ty and you will probably remember 
that a forced landing just west of Odessa, Texas, two years ago was 
caused by a propeller blade which had been nicked by a stone. 

With best regards, I am 

RSD:mp 

:~ 
Vice President-Operations 
AM.ERICMJ ALB.LINES, INC. 


