
rf.r . Holmw:i Willis , 
Mountuin Trn:..t Building, 
Roanoke , Va. 

May 151 19!,3 . 

I ir:,ve your 101::tor of •. b,,y l:2th ,, 
.,.clv1~:iri,; tr1st yotH' fJon , ifoith .\iiillis, is in Ofl!.ig 9 .~/z, 
Ger.""ny,. ,"<tl..i.(!1L ir, l.h~ .,.i.;;;..e c'-'-mp ,,ne.'.·:c: n:on J:ll.1ior i:::. 
loc;.;.ted -,.ni 1. r:,m suce thay huva got,te, acqu0.inted by 
t: ,i;:; time . 

110 doubt you h.:..ve al.reedy r-e:.:cived 
lottor-s from your aon as on A_.ril ;.9th t I receLved a 
letter ,Ltod .... -a~~::!h 4(,t,h and a Jo::..tc,.rd dt. ..,-u ,,.arc:i .::5fo .. 
ToaL.y7 I rccaivo unothax· postcat·d 1.v'iid1. Wt...:3 :ktod :fot•ch 
30Lh. l 1ve t.L,o !lat: notice, a., .L ,,.:r: ::;ure :,"ou h""ve , ir·on 
th,c:. t,ed Or:Jssauvi:.:'ing his loi.:r~tion , etc .. In ~rrron• s 
1 .. ~st er rd he st ... ::.ed thc.t he rm.s fL'lc iwv-,evet· he had lro t 
some weight ant c.1.wi:ing t..$ to send c.. long 11.ct of things 
J!-1&.t he needed . 

Ineicte1J tc.lly, he hie! out bc:d.ni the 
Germa:. lines from 1' bruacy 14th w ::.1rd., 9 d;;;.:,:: ., ::;.nd 
would ha'.fa made it bt..ck to ili;;-.. quarters if t.h<:, 1.rabs 
hr~d not .tmo;;ked him uncon::;cious ,. roobed hlw cf nis 
cli.r;:.lH:lf, , Li:x shootc:it·, ci:Uen,s, watch ar, ,..ell ;..s took hiz 
1,.oney t..nd turned him ovor to tr:.e Ge:-.:,win. Ttic Cc~1uwrn 
flc <', him to I t .. ily by plc.no end t : .en by truin he w·:m t on 
to the Ger·r.m.n p1·L,on Cf•JP• Ho i;:; in Rotenburg• ;.;5 
1 • 1.es southeast Qi Kc.asel &nd not tho y, .nilao as o.riginaUy 
· <lir:,,.t,ed by tho .~d. Cross,. .For som::.> un;::ccounLule reason 
they lot him keep his 1:.meric, 1 :Rx.pres::, QcJ.ui'H .,.n_: I a m 
writing him to ~ et t 11e Red Cross to. .::ad1 ::;L.Jse ::ir.dzr-c :mu 
pi:ovide ~.is bu1..ld.ic::i;:, wit,.. fw1ds ., .1~s I 1ira u.,;o yo1.. .. ht:.vo 
heard .... tho e t'l r-e 11.l /medcr..n ,~ff leer::; uni ll docbr;:: 
;:.,.t this c,,Uf> tof;ethm· witJ:-. qnito a fe';J Bri:.ir.h Officers 
ho have bee.n t.h~3re since t,ha f,dl of .r'rc1.nce .., 

.8nclosed, you will find a uopy of b. letter 
•ah.1oh l'. t·eo i ved from Captain Pirnie who wus in chLrga of 
Amon J tmior1 s Battory - B which I thv,1c;htyou mi :,~ht be 
in ton, E, t.erl L.'1 reading . 

I noc.e wr1a:t you $f;.i..y re,1,<-'.r,li ng the r:,a.tter 
of exchange of prison.3rs . Naturally, it goes w:Lthout saying 



thut r woul.d be ni,.)re than di1li ;hted if Fu.ch n tlling 
could be :)ossi ble;. hovmver, I reallze this is a I/latter 
th~t v,j_ll nc.ve to be h.t:.ndlcJ by the '!'J,9,r De_.Hirtl:,ent 
and our fuilit:!i.ry strc.togis~s cmd I i·ou.ld herd to.te to 
rua..kc, any :-oco:'1:.n:id<-1 e,iorw to them . "l'lhile our boy::; tare 
more impo".'tan.t i:.o u.:; in,dividuaJ.ly I thoy ar.e not any more 
i:u~c,rt·,.n.t t.:1t.ill t.hJ other p1.~r.;:mtr; fc:;l t1JJou't tb.ciir boys 
and I t1.i:1 au r·e t he Vfo .. r Depart.men t io not U."lmindful that 
t.ho r-elati v.ss cf :..'ll thoae boyo a~·o e:x.tre: 'sly &nxiout:1 
to have th'3m back or n.t lcw.;.,e b:::::. .:;k in the service if 
.•,..,:.;sible . Uo that W..; ~u,e 1 m,y t.:·iou.:ir.:d;.: of lterr:,G!l 

prl:;onet'S unJ hi,)1 ,· ... Eking Gor,n·..n offL:;ero in our custody 
the c·1 . . 1cas are .i-_,h0 Germmi.G may nmko on e1'f)rt t.o tn .. i'~e 
care oi' the boys . Althour;h , I <-ll::l :uwlinccl to tbink they 
fh'e .:ivin,~ tl!';.!Z:1 8.~ good fo,.:;d as their 01,n offic~;·s :ttwe. 

If yo1; r0cei-J'e any further in.i.'ot·i.:,::. s:.lon 
.J.. will a.µprecir:~o ;learing fro:, you ::.nu ,·,ill -0,:11,lUltic:.,.te 
-,;i .,1, J,JUC' J..ll{ew'ioe - I h31. .. r .my-:.,J1in6 • 

A.3tJur 111,~ you o: rJ.y t.re~ ·,enclouD it! t·; 2r3st 
:u1 t:-i1;;3 ont.ir-e s±tuution e;nJ. 1:ri t;}: l:i::,st w:_3ho::; , I n1u 

:..,incorcly, 




