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Students, faculty voice concerns over closed meetings

By CHRISTINA BARNES
TCU Daily Skiff

The doors of the Board of
Trustees meeting will be closed to
students, faculty and staff this week
as its members meet to discuss the
future of the university. The Skiff
asked people what they would ask
the trustees if they were given the
opportunity.

The absence of students and fac-
ulty in making university decisions
and the future of the university were
the main concerns among those
asked.

Students generally said they did
not have an opinion on the trustees.
Many of them did not know what
the trustees do. One student’s idea

-was that they “talk and spend
money.”

Trustees
bar entry
to board

meetings

By ANDY GRIESER
TCU Daily Skiff

Members of university newspa-
pers across Texas often find them-
selves caught between the student
body and the board of trustees.

Like TCU, Southern Methodist
University’s trustee meetings are
closed to both press and student
access, said Nancy Donisi, editor of
-the. SMU- Daily Campus. The-SMU
board makes decisions on items from
tuition hikes to the fate of the Mus-
tang football team, Donisi said.

“When the students can’t even see
how decisions are reached, it dis-
tances them from the university,” she
said. “I don’t think (the trustees’)
communication with the student
body is very good.”

A Daily Campus reporter is sent to
the trustees’ general meeting each
year, but is usually ejected, Donisi
said.

“We’ve never been allowed in the
general meeting, where they vote,”
she said. “We make up the school, we
pay money to go to the school and we
can’t even be part of the decision.”

According to Section 2(1)(D) of
the Texas Open Records Act, boards
of trustees at state schools are desig-
nated as governmental bodies and, as
such, must keep the public informed
of their decisions.

Open meetings at Texas A&M
University benefit the student body,
said Todd Stone, city editor of the
A&M Battalion.

“If it wasn’t open, there would be

see Board, page 2

Trustees

Students have never been
allowed into a trustee meeting.

This upset sophomore Jay Moore,
who said he felt that the students
were not being adequately repre-
sented.

Moore, a political science major,
wanted to ask the trustees if they
cared about student opinion and
relating their ideas to the students.

“Without the students there
would be no institution,” he said.
“What’s (the trustees’) concern with
the flow of information to its public
— us?”

Moore said students do not know
what the trustees talk about; any-
thing heard is by word of mouth.

“They are so concerned with
keeping it to themselves,” he said.
“Representatives of the student
body would be good to have on the

board.”

There is a campus organization
called Intercom, composed of the
presidents and student leaders on
campus, that has the opportunity to
present a number of concerns to the
trustees.

Akum Norder, chairwoman of the
Honors Program Honors Cabinet,
said that students on Intercom sat
down three weeks ago to decide
what they wanted to ask the
trustees.

“We will present both positive
and negative issues, things we like
and things we want improved.” she
said.

Norder said the student panel will
present topics such as the improve-
ment of campus facilities and other
issues the House of Representatives
has been working on.

“We will also bring up the issue
of opening the meetings,” she said.

The board has expressed its opin-
ion that it will not open the meet-
ings, but the student panel will
reintroduce the issue to show that it
has not forgotten about it, she said.

Some of the student concerns
introduced will not be issues the
trustees have direct control over,
but hopefully they will be things
that the trustees will discus with the
administration, she said.

Jim Kelly, chemistry department
chairman, said that the absence of
faculty representation in the trustees
meetings was his main concern.

“TCU doesn’t encourage faculty
input in its decision making, and
one manifestation of that is the lack
of any meaningful contact with the
board of trustees,” he said.

Dr. Patricia Wetzel, a Fort Worth physician who contracted the HIV virus from an
infected needle while treating an HIV-infected patient, spéaks at the Alpha Epsilon
De¢lta banquet Wednesday night.
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Sally Bohon, assistant to the
director of the Honors Program,
said the effect of the nation’s eco-
nomic issues on the university was
her concern.

“In today’s climate, if you
viewed a tuition increase as analo-
gous to a tax increase, would you be
more inclined to raise tuition or cut
the fat not muscle from spending?”
she said.

Bohon said that whether or not
the government should cut from
within or raise taxes due to fewer
funds in government is at the fore-
front of national issues and is an
issue the university may have to
tackle as well.

Paul King, chairman of the fac-
ulty senate and chairman of the
speech department, said his ques-
tion related to the future of the uni-

versity.

“What’s the vision for where
TCU will be ultimately?” he said.

King said he hopes the trustees
have a goal for the future of the uni-
versity and that they will be inter-
ested in the visions of others.

“A vision is better realized when
it’s a vision shared,” he said.

David Metz, the associate direc-
tor/coordinator of transfer admis-
sions, also said he was interested in
the future of the university.

“How would you envision the
university in both student body and
physical plant in the year 2001?” he
said. “Where do we want our uni-
versity to be as the century dawns?”

Metz said this might illuminate
the admissions staff on future
admissions goals.

AIDS doctor
learns to cope

HIV-positive doctor gains
life from patients’ courage

By CHARLSIE MAYS
TCU Daily Skiff

A local physician infected with the
HIV virus told a group of pre-medi-
cal students Wednesday night that
the key points to effective medical
service are to keep an open mind and
to listen and learn from patients.

Dr. Patricia Wetzel, a physician at

“John Peter Smith Hospital, spoke at

the induction banquet of Alpha
Epsilon Delta, the pre-medical/pre-
dental honor society, in the Reed Hall
Faculty Center.

“Patients, especially HIV-infected
patients, taught me what it means to
be a doctor,” Dr. Wetzel said.

Her patients helped her to be more
compassionate, and they taught her
how to treat them as the individuals
that they were, she said.

HIV patients also taught her how
to cope with the reality of living with
the virus, she said.

Many of her patients still lead
active lives and they help to keep her
going, she said.

When asked why she disclosed her
HIV status to the media, Dr. Wetzel
said she wanted to be an example to
others of how to live with the virus.

“Health professionals have a
responsibility to be role models of
how to treat (HIV-) infected peo-
ple,’she said.

She did not want to scare anyone
in the medical profession by coming
forward, she said, but wanted to edu-
cate them. 5

“] wanted to make sure that other
medical professionals know how

convene to discuss campus issues

Committees’ agendas include tuition hike, student /faculty relations and university’s future

By NICOLE FOY
TCU Daily Skiff

Individual trustee committees will
meet on campus today to discuss
issues including student and faculty
relations, fiscal policy and university
development.

The full Board of Trustees will
convene Friday in the Sid Richard-
son Building’s fifth floor board
room. The members will most likely
consider a “modest” tuition hike,
according to a written statement to
the Skiff from Chairman John Roach.
Tuition has risen steadily since 1979
from $94 per semester hour to $256
in 1992.

E. Leigh Secrest, vice chancellor
for finance and planning, was unable
for comment on the increase, and
phone calls to the Fiscal Affairs
Office were not returned.

Student Relations
The Committee on Student Rela-

_tions will discuss issues including
_improvement of campus facilities,

.

The committee is composed of
members of Intercom, who are lead-
ers of major campus organizations.
Matt McClendon, president of the
House of Student Representatives,
said the goal of the meeting is inter-
action.

“In the past, we just gave a report
and then we left,” he said. “We never
hear what they (trustees) have to
think, but we feel they can do some-
thing about the (proposed) issues.
We just have to convince them.”

One of the major points on the
agenda, McClendon said, is security
and parking on campus. The com-
mittee report focuses on the necessity
of a specific time frame for the con-
struction of new parking measures,
such as a garage.

Safety lighting is another impor-
tant item to be addressed, McClen-

‘don said. A House proposal was

rejected by the administration earlier
this month to install additional light-
ing by the Moudy Building. McClen-
‘don said the House has learned that

_next year’s proposed university bud-
get has no provision for new security
w R . g SN e i

“This concerns us, because it’s
way out of our (the House) budget,”
he said.

Edd Bivin, vice chancellor for
administrative services, said that
information was incorrect.

“In the capacity that specific
amounts to specific projects like that
are allotted, the budget isn’t that
detailed,” he said.

McClendon said the importance of
diversity through recruitment and
public trustee meetings will also be
reemphasized. The trustees’ closed
conferences contribute to the lack of
understanding between trustees and
students, he said,

“A lot of students feel like they’re
getting ignored,” McClendon said.
“But open meetings would be helpful
so we could communicate what goes
on day to day.”

Faculty Relations

Three main reports will be given
during the Faculty Relations Com-
mittee meeting, said William
Koehler, vice chancellor for aca-
demic affairs. Koehler and Gene

© Alpert, director of the University

Self-Study, will brief trustees on the
results of the Southern Association
of Colleges and Schools report com-
pleted this semester.

Koehler said the recommenda-
tions made by the team of accreditors
will be discussed at the meeting. One
of those recommendations deals with
the evaluation of tenured versus non-
tenured faculty.

“With this particular issue, we’ve
already begun to address it,” he said.
“But we’ll likely discuss with the
trustees what exactly each recom-
mendation means and why it was
made.”

Also included on the agenda are
two presentations by members of the
Faculty Senate Executive Commit-
tee. Alice Gaul, amember of the Fac-
ulty Senate Committee on Teaching
Effectiveness, will report on efforts
to enhance the quality of teaching at
the university. Paul King, chairman

of the Senate, will brief trustees on
_ recent developments and issues fac-

ing faculty. .
“During the last meeting, they

(trustees) were very supportive and I

{

King said.

Development Committee

Fund raising projects, campaign
plans and the effects of possible tax
law changes will be discussed during
the Development Committee meet-
ing. The university is “on target” in
terms of money raised by the Annual
Fund program, said Bronson Davis,
vice chancellor for University
Advancement.

A goal of 13 percent must be met,
he said, and funds are currently up 10
percent.

“Given the economic situation
right now, that’s not bad,” he said.

Trustees will receive information
about fund raising efforts for a
weight training and rehabilitation
center and middle-income scholar-
ships. The university received a
matching grant from the Midland
Hanger Foundation and must meet
the first step of a 4-year challenge,

’_Davis said.

The proposed Clinton tax plan
could affect laws governing univer-

HIV is or is not transmitted,” she
said, “and how to treat people who
are infected.”

Any profession entered into car-
ries it’s own risks, she said, but there
are also certain precautions to take to
minimize on-the-job hazards.

Dr. Wetzel contracted the HIV
virus in September 1991 after stick-
ing herself with a needle she had used
to draw blood from an HIV-infected
patient.

“My life has never been the same,”
she said.

Many people are isolated from the
mainstream because society does not
fully understand the virus, she said.
Trying not to run and hide behind the
political and social ramifications that
come with being HIV infected has
been a struggle, she said.

One piece of advice she offered to
the future health care professionals
was to go back to “old-fashioned”
doctoring, sitting down next to
patients’ beds, talking to them or giv-
ing them a hug.

“A kind word and the softest touch
can make the difference,”she said.

There are many challenges and
many wonderful experiences that are
to come, she said.

“You will get more (in return) than
you will ever give in the health care
profession,” she said.

Dr. Wetzel still works in the Out-
patient Clinic at John Peter Smith
hospital and continues to see her
patients.

“Congratulations to all of you for
making the decision (to practice
medicine) and good luck,” she said.

‘A Different World’
Columnist wonders about
the disappearance of a
television show.
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Prognosticator
More picks about the
NCAA basketball tourna-
ment.
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Today will be sunny
and warm with a high tem-
perature of 76 degrees.

Friday will be sunny
with high temperatures
reaching the lower 80’s.













