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Local liberal arts college searches for the truth

By AKUM NORDER
TCU Daily Skiff

It’s lunchtime at the College of Sir
Thomas More, but no hectic, noisy
cafeteria fills up. Instead, the black-
gowned professors pass a bowlful of
red apples around an oval table. Even
after the plates have been cleared
away, the professors linger over con-
versations for a few moments before
beginning their afternoon work.

The academic garb and relaxed
atmosphere are not the only unusual
aspects of this tiny college in TCU’s
back yard. The College of Sir
Thomas More’s six faculty members
and 53 students are dedicated to
exploring “the making of the self,”
said James Patrick, provost of the
college.

“The mind is made to know truth
and to love it,” Patrick said. “The nat-
ural form of that truth is the liberal
arts.”

Almost in the shadow of the Bass
Building, the College of Sir Thomas
More follows a curriculum that
focuses on philosophy, theology and
literature. The college also teaches
courses in Latin, Greek, history and
mathematics, said Patrick, who is a
professor of theology.

Patrick said he would not mind if
his college had no students enrolled.

“It would be good to have no stu-
dents,” he said. “We’re not a service
institution. We don’t exist princi-
pally to educate anyone.

“We exist to pursue the learned
life . . . the right kind of college
exists for the sake of truth, and in a

less important way for the sake of
students.”

But, he said, “Truth by its very
nature wants to be communicated.
And thus we hope we get more stu-
dents as time goes by.”

The College of Sir Thomas More,
affiliated with the Roman Catholic
Church, taught its first course in the
fall of 1983. The college was not
begun by design, said Patrick, who
has been with the college since its
formation.

“There wasn’t really a plan,” he
said. “What there was was a love
affair, a love of learning, and the col-
lege just came out of that.”

The college was certified as a
degree-granting institution by the
Texas Higher Education Coordinat-
ing Board in 1988, Patrick said. It is

currently a candidate for accredita-
tion with the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools. A final ruling
on accreditation is expected in either
18 or 36 months, he said.

The college now grants a two-year
associate of arts degree. Patrick said
he hopes the school eventually will
be able to offer a four-year degree.

In addition to its degree-track cur-
riculum, the college offers a less for-
mal series of classes that Patrick
likened to an “adult education pro-
gram.” Up to 300 students per
semester take a class in this non-
degree program, he said.

The college also sponsors two
study-abroad programs, Patrick said.
Every January, both faculty and stu-
dents study in Rome for two-and-a-
half weeks. In summer, they spend

Mexican scholar speaks about
American free trade agreement

By DAVID RHEAUME
TCU Daily Skiff

Adolfo Aguilar Zinser of Mex-
ico’s National Autonomous Uni-
versity spoke Thursday at Global
Communication Day, sponsored by
the Center for Productive Commu-
nication.

During his speech, Aguilar dis-
cussed the historical relationship
between the neighboring nations as
well as NAFTA, the new North
American Free Trade Agreement.

The interaction between the
United States and Mexico has
changed radically over the past 20
years, Aguilar said. U.S. perception

a protectionist, backwards nation to
that of an ally, he said.

This new attitude is displayed by
the new trade agreement, which
Aguilar said is tantamount to a
“marriage” between the two soci-
eties which have often been at odds
with each other. The agreement
reflects a worldwide trend, he said.

“The European Community,
NAFTA and improved relations in
Asia are all transforming nations
into better neighbors,” he said.

Aguilar said he felt caution was
necessary in the North American
trade block. Because of widespread
voting fraud in Mexico, it is hard to
gage the country’s public opinien,

of Mexico has evolved from that of
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he said.

Aguilar also said the citizenry '

lacks accurate information on the
agreement, since the only source is
government propaganda. He said
that was the one great danger of the
agreement.

“If NAFTA is not approved with
the confidence of both societies, it
will be blamed for problems it did

not cause,” he said.
Aguilar is a graduate of El Cole-
gio de Mexico, and earned his

MBA from Harvard University’s

School of Government.

The School of Business hosted
Aguilar as part of the university’s
Global Theme Semester.

olfo" Agmlar Zinser speaks with Sandra Tye, a member
of e pnbllc, abont Mexican business.
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Appreciation

Seniors thank family, friends, professors

By JAY WARREN
TCU Daily Skiff

A program allowing seniors to
thank the people who have helped
them through college was officially
kicked off Wednesday.

The Senior Appreciation Pro-
_gram, which was organized by a
committee of 40 seniors, hopes to
have 200 participants this year, said
Michelle Amos, Annual Fund offi-
cer and advisor to the committee.

Seniors who want to thank some-
one need to give $10 to $25 to the
program, Amos said. Those people
selected by students to be recog-
nized will receive a certificate
which will have both the recipient’s
and giver’s names on it, she said.

Regardless of the size of the
donation, within the $10 to $25
range, seniors can honor up to three
people, she said.

The program is a unique way for
seniors to thank parents, friends,
professors or anyone else who had
assisted them through college, said’
Jeannie Schroeder, a member of the
committee. :

“Itlsagreatway for me to be
able to give something back to the
university,” Schroeder said. “Also, I
can thank people who have helped
m wmy fa\n'yecrs here ag

but it was revamped two years ago
to involve more students, Amos
said.

“Since we want all seniors to par-
ticipate in the program we did not
want to make the cost too great,”
she said. “That is the reason stu-
dents can give anywhere from $10
to $25.”

The money the seniors give will
be put into a scholarship fund for
juniors, Amos said. Last year the
committee gave four scholarships
valued at $500 and one valued at
$405, she said. The number and
amount of the scholarships depends
on the amount of money that is
given, she said.

“All of the money collected is
given to the scholarship fund,”
Amos said. “No money is taken out
to pay for administrative or program
costs.”

Juniors can apply for the scholar-
ship in the late spring, Amos said.
The selection is made by members
of the senior committee and by staff
persons from across the campus,
she said.

Personal solicitation, ads in the

' Skiff, posters, special promotions in

the Student Center and a phonathon
are all ways the committee hopes to

~ reach seniors, Amos said.

“The success of the program falls
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Football

Frogs look to rebound

against Oklahoma State.
Page 6

State fare
Texas State Fair offers
many new attractions.

Today’s weather will be
sunny and mild with a high
of 82 degrees.

Saturday and Sunday
will be sunny with temper-
atures in the low 80s.

will be available from 8 a.m.to 5 p.m.

is here!

Frog Calls, the university's book of
addresses and telephone numbers,

at the Student Center Information
' Desk. The books are freeto -

two-and-a-half weeks in Oxford.

No students have graduated from
the college yet, Patrick said. The first
two students will graduate in the
spring of 1993.

The typical student at the College
of Sir Thomas More already has a
master’s degree, Patrick said.

“They’ve gone to college and
decided they want to give themselves
to knowledge in a deeper way,” he
said. “Or they’ve always wanted to
study philosophy, theology or litera-
ture.

“One of the anomalies is we have
all these people with 21 years of for-
mal education taking freshman- and
sophomore-year courses,” he said.

Tuition costs $2000 a semester or
$435 a course. The college 1s funded
half by tuition and half by benefac-

tors, Patrick said.

Contributors to the college include
the Amon G. Carter Foundation, the
Minnie Stevens Piper Foundation
and the Catholic Foundation.

The college interacts little with
TCU, Patrick said.

The students and faculty do use the
Mary Couts Burnett Library, he said.

“TCU has been very gracious in
letting us use their library,” he said.
“They’ve always been good neigh-
bors.”

One of the small college’s philos-
ophy professors, Ronald Muller,
teaches some classes at TCU.

Occasionally a Sir Thomas More
student will transfer to TCU, he said.

“No one has done joint work here
and at TCU, but it would be interest-
ing,” he added.

Ross Perot
resurrects
candidacy

By MICHELE GRAY
TCU Da|ly Sklff

Ross Perot has reentered the pres-
idential race.

Perot officially announced his
candidacy at 3:05 p.m. Thursday at
the Doubletree Hotel in Dallas, two
days after he was expectéd to make
the announcement on the “Larry
King Live” show. The announce-
ment was made on a nationally tele-
vised broadcast.

Perot told a room filled with media
and supporters he has decided to fol-
low his supporters’ desire for him to
reenter the race.

“The volunteers in all 50 states
have asked me to run as candidate for
president of the United States,” he
said. “Jim Stockdale, our vice presi-
dential candidate, and I are honored
to accept their request.”

Perot told the voters and volun-
teers that American principles have
been violated for too long.

“There’s millions of folks like me
who are sick and tired of it,” he said.

Stockdale is a veteran and former
prisoner of war.

Richard Milsap, lecturer of politi-
cal science, said Perot has reentered
the race to restore his reputation.

See related article,
page 10

“He received a lot of criticism
after he dropped out of the race,”
Milsap said. “He was crucified. Peo-
ple called him a loser and quitter. it
made him look bad.”

Evelyn Parmer, Tarrant County
Democratic Party chairperson, said
Perot is free to “pursue any avenues
and desires.” The effect could be
harmful for citizens, she said.

“Perot should’ve stayed in the first
time,” Parmer said. “I can’t help feel
it’s disruptive to the (political) pro-
cess.”

Many of Perot’s supporters have
transferred to presidential candidate
Bill Clinton’s campaign, she said.

“They bit the bullet,” she said.
“They’re happy with the commit-
ment.”

“In four years, the United States
will be forced to deal with real reali-
ties,” Parmer said. “Perot can’t do
this in a month. He can’t win this
election.”

Lia Zaccagnino, Tarrant County

see Perot, page 7

International panel to discuss
North American trade accord

By JENNIFER WILLINGHAM
TCU Daily Skiff

A forum on the North American
Free Trade Agreement will be held at
the World History Association’s
semi-annual regional meeting 2 p.m.
Friday in Moudy 141N.

A Mexican government consul-
tant, three TCU professors, and pos-
sibly a member of the Canadian
consulate will take part in the forum.
The history department will help host

the meeting.
TCU was chosen as the next meeting
site.

John Bohon, assistant professor of
history and coordinator of the forum,
attended the NAFTA conferences in
Canada last summer.

The World History Association
meets to anticipate and discuss prob-
lems affecting the world in the next
century.

“We want to reshape history
courses to include modern problems

and reflect ontopics discussed in the
meeting,” Bohon said.

The address will be given by
Adolfo Aguilar, professor at the
National Autonomous University of
Mexico and a government consultant
on the trade agreement. Aguilar will
lecture on “NAFTA: The Mexican
Perspective” at 2 p.m.

Bohon said the forum fits in with
the TCU global semester and the

see Trade, page 2

Blood drive fails to meet goal

By AMY TAYLOR
TCU Daily Skiff

The university’s fall Blood Drive
collected 288 pints, failing to meet
their goal of 350 pints.

Jeannie Schroeder, president of
the Residence Hall Association, said
she was very disappointed in the low
turnout.

“But in some ways I understand,
especially with college students,”
Schroeder said. “There are so many
reasons that they could be deferred
like leaving the country within the
last year or getting a tattoo. But I still
wish more people had given.”

“The day the letter to the editor

- concerning Julie Phillips was in the

paper (the Sept. 29 issue of the Skiff),
there was a big response,” she said.
“A total of 25 pints were donated that
day.”

Schroeder said the people who
gave blood to the drive will have
their name placed into an account
with the university. Whenever these
donors need blood, the cost will be
reduced, she said.

“In a way, these people will be
reimbursed for their blood,” she said.
“People don’t realize that they are
giving to the community and TCU at
the same time.”

Schroeder said the official number
of people who were turned away can-
not be known because so many peo-
ple were deferred due to tattoos,

T

pierced ears and recently being hos-
pitalized. These people were dis-
missed even before any paperwork
was recorded, she said.

The Carter Blood Center donated
compact discs and cassettes that were
given to the donors.

“Normally we just have door
prizes, but the CDs served as an extra
incentive to the students,” Schroeder
said.

Brachman Hall won the blood
drive contest with 85 points,
Schroder said. These points were
earned by the number of pints that

were donated by the hall and the

number of hours the residents volun-
teered to work at the drive, she said.
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