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Birth control price hikes not deterring students

By VALERIE J. HANNON
Staff Reporter

The rising cost of brand-name
birih control on college cam-
puses nationwide has had no
noticeable effect on the amount
of prescriptions being filled at
TCU, the chief pharmacist of the
Health Center Pharmacy said.

A new federal law that went

into effect last year inadvertently
cut college health centers from
the list of approved organiza-
tions to receive discounts on
brand-name birth control pills
such as Ortho Tri-Cyclen and
the Ortho-Evra Contraceptive
Transdermal Patch, said Frank
Calhoon, owner and pharmacist
in-charge at the Health Center.

Web show aims to dispel
myths of freshman year

By ANNA HODGES
Staff Reporter

One group is ready to set the
rumors straight about the first
year of college: It is NOT high
school.

Students, an alumna and other
members of the community are
organizing the production of a
comedic “webisode” called “Not
High School.”

A webisode is a new medium
that streamlines episodes on the
Web, the executive producer of
the project said.

Writers said the webisode will
follow seven students’ awkward
experiences throughout their first
semester of freshman year at a
made-up school called Van Buren
University.

The fictitious Van Buren may
seem familiar to students, said
Hillary Benefiel, a senior English
major. She warned that the webi-
sode satirizes many institutions
and organizations on campus.

“We don’t hate anyone,” Ben-
efiel said. “We're just poking fun.
Just like our characters, people
watching the show should be able
to laugh at themselves.”

Rebekah Fear, an alumna and
executive producer of the series,
said the new medium is a new
way to distribute her work.

Fear graduated in December
with a degree in theater and
radio-TV-film. After appearing as
an extra in a Lifetime webisode,
she said she was convinced she,
along with her peers, could come
up with something better. Fear
said her friends came up with
the premise for the show while
sharing their own funny stories
about freshman year.

“This is not the typical ‘Ameri-
can Pie,” she said. “We are aim-
ing to dispel the movie version

myths and stereotypes about col-
lege life.”

The webisodes will be shown
on nothighschool.com and the
first episode should be up in
within three weeks.

Fear said a main goal of the
creative team is to make the Web
site interactive. The site will be
linked to a pretend Van Buren
University Web site and the char-
acters will have Facebook profiles
that the actors and actresses will
be responsible for updating.

Jason Hernandez, a 24-year-
old from Arlington who will
play Dylan in the show, said he
is excited about the innovative
aspects of the project.

“It’s like real, but not,” he said.
“Dylan will probably have like
852 friends and Jason, in real life,
will still just have 62.”

Hernandez said he heard about
the project through a mass e-mail
for actors in the area. He said he
wanted to get involved so he
could have experience in front
of and behind the camera.

“This new media form is great
for people who might not have
a big budget but are not happy
with what they’re seeing,” he said.
“You get to do your own creative
thing.”

Organizers said the creative
team for the project is an eclec-
tic mix of majors and personali-
ties.

Benefiel, a member of the cre-
ative team and an aspiring screen
writer, said many scenarios and
character qualities included in the
script were taken from personal
experience.

“There are pieces of me in
almost all of our characters,”
she said, “especially in regard
to their experiences with having

See HIGH SCHOOL, page 4

ANNA HODGES / Staff Reporter
Members of the cast of “Not High School” practice in a classroom in the Moudy
Building. The series is supposed to dispel myths about some of the more socially

awkward moments that befall freshman students.

The Health Center did not feel
the effects of the price increase
until its supply ran out in late
November.

“We were able to stockpile at
a cheaper rate,” Calhoon said.
“When we ran out, like every
other college campus, we had
to buy at regular rate, and that’s
when it skyrocketed.”

FRESH

e

The Deficit Reduction Act of
2005 was intended to cut $40
billion from federal spending
over five years, according to a
White House press release.

After the law went into effect,
brand-name birth control, which
the pharmacy sold before for
$20 to $25, nearly doubled in
price. Tri-Cyclen Lo and Ortho-

LEGS

Evra currently sell for more than
$50 at the pharmacy, said Mela-
nie Tenius, a pharmacy tech-
nician.

Many students said they were
unaware of such a change in
prices, but said the rising costs
were unfair for students when
they have to worry about other
expenses. Some, such as sopho-

by

more speech pathology majors
Kathleen Perley and Christine
Carney, said they never noticed
because they received their birth
control by mail order.

Sens. Barack Obama, D-IIL.,
and Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., and
Rep. Joseph Crowley, D-N.Y.,
have attempted to pass legis-

See PILL, page 2

Eco-friendly
organization
authorized

university

By LANDON DINNIN
Staff Reporter
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GARY MARTIN / Fort Bend Herald
Defensive tackle Jeremy Coleman (91) is one of 15 players to sign with the TCU football team on national
signing day. Coleman played for Fort Bend Marshall High School in Missouri City, Texas.

versity
university facilities and will have
weekly meetings on campus.

To be considered a recognized
organization, the group had to more
clearly define the goals they had,
because the original definition was
considered too broad, said Sarah

After being denied status as a rec-
ognized university organization last
fall, the Society of Sustainability did
not give up and is now being reward-

its efforts.
an officially recognized uni-
organization, SOS can use

r, a senior sociology major

and one of the founding members

group.
university hesitated to give

SOS recognition because it was
deemed too similar to the Environ-

Club, Frogs for Fair Trade and

the Living Wage Club, said Forrest
Lane, an assistant director of student
Student Development Services.
The goal of SOS is to educate stu-
dents about the term sustainability
so they will be educated in that area

hey enter the workplace, War-

ner said.

Lane said the group did not make
any major changes, but rather clari-
fied what their purpose was.

See GROUP, page 2

CORRECTION

Offense emphasized on signing day

By BRETT LARSON
Sports Editor

For the 2008 national signing day, TCU concentrated on offensive recruits
and filled needed positions, head football coach Gary Patterson said.
The Horned Frogs signed 15 players on Wednesday, 10 offensive, four

A Wednesday story about the Su-
per Tuesday primaries had incorrect
results for the Missouri Democratic
primary. lllinois Sen. Barack Obama
won the Missouri primary.

The story also incorrectly spelled the
name of Brian Young, a coordinator
for the Students for Obama group.

defensive and one kicker.

See SIGNING, page 6

Ordinance tightened on pet restraints

By REESE GORDON
Staff Reporter

One TCU student said he
thought if he left his basset
hound in the front yard while
he went to class, he would allow
it to be social with other people
in the neighborhood. A few days
later, he found out he had vio-
lated a new city ordinance.

The student, who asked to
be unnamed, said he received
a notice from the city of Fort

Worth that he broke the city’s
new tethering law, which says
a resident can’t leave an animal
chained or tethered outside of
a secure enclosure, such as a
back yard.

“I left him out in the front
yard because he’s really friendly
and I thought people would pet
him,” he said. “I'd have class for
a few hours, and I didn’t want
him to be alone.”

The city didn’t fine him, but

he said he would never leave his
dog tethered in the front yard
again.

Fort Worth wants to educate
residents about the harmful
effects of neglecting animals
that can occur from leaving
them chained, said Amy Casas,
spokeswoman for the Fort Worth
Public Health Department.

If residents refuse to obey
the ordinance, they can expect
a citation that could cost them

up to $2,000, Casas said.

“If students are current-
ly chaining their animals, we
need to know about it,” Casas
said. “Dogs by nature are very
sociable animals, and they need
the opportunity to interact with
humans and other animals.”

According to the City of Fort
Worth Public Health Depart-
ment, the ordinance, passed
Jan. 22, makes it illegal to use

See DOGS, page 4
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'WEATHER

TODAY: Sunny, 58/38
TOMORROW: Sunny, 68/40
SATURDAY: Sunny, 66/39

PECULIAR FACT

GOLDONNA, La. — A man was arrested for
allegedly using a computer in a house he broke
into to create counterfeit money.

— Associated Press

TODAY'S HEADLINES

NEWS: Up ‘Til Dawn hosts letter-writing event, page 4

CONTACT US

Send your questions,

OPINION: New border rules burden citizens, page 3

NEWS: Social work expert to discuss race issues, page 4

compliments, complaints
and hot tips to the staff at
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JoHannah Hamilton, a gradu- “I think it’s important mostly $20 to $30.
lation that would place college ate in anthropology and women’s because (the cost increase) was Despite rising prices, Calhoon “Because the univer-
health centers back on the list studies, said the TCU Women’s an accident,” Hamilton said. “It’s said, he expected few students sity has a non-duplicate
of organizations that can receive Network, a student advocacy a low-cost fix. It's dangerous on to fill their prescriptions off- clause, we needed the
discounts on brand-name birth group she coordinated, worked college campuses not to have campus because local pharma- Society of Sustainabil-
control. The bills have biparti- with Planned Parenthood on a easy access to birth control.” cies such as Walgreens and CVS ity to clarify what their
san support but have taken a national campaign to petition Hamilton said students who have been selling birth control plans were so we were
do not have access to affordable at high prices all along. not creating two similar
birth control might resort to less He said the TCU pharmacy organizations that would
reliable methods. Women also still offers many advantages be competing for funds,”
take the pill for health reasons, such as convenience, the abil- Lane said.
such as managing irregular men- ity to put medication on send- Keith Whitworth, pro-
strual cycles, Hamilton said. home and the acceptance of fessor of sociology, said
Though Calhoon could not major insurance companies. he expects the meeting
give a figure of how many TCU The McClatchy-Tribune News attendance for the group
students have been getting the Service contributed to this story. to rise throughout the
pill from the clinic, 257 new pre- semester.
scriptions were filled in 2007, he “There is a change
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said. This was down from 344 J occurring on the TCU
new prescriptions in 2005, but Blrth ContrOI COSt campus — the culture
Calhoon said there were other Tri-Cyclen is changing in r‘cgar(l to
variables involved. The phar- the awareness of sustain-
macy was closed for a month Was $22.50 a month. ability issues, and from
and a half, and some women Now $50 a month. my perspective, once stu-

dents understand what
sustainability is, they

sl : . respond to the issues
Tbe Oniginal Will Rogers Memorial Center '"Y(;lvf,(ll.i “'t.h"w”trlt 2
% P said. 1erefore, 1€
FORT WORTH Amon G. Carter Exhibit Hall S .

more awareness that is

GUN SHOW Fort Worth, Texas raised, the more students

‘... the more aware-
ness that is raised,
the more students
will be involved.”

Keith Whitworth

professor of sociology

will be involved.”

The sustainability
group will have differ-
ent levels of membership,
one that will pay dues and
have responsibilities such
as event planning, and
another that will receive
e-mails about the group
and attend meetings.

WwWith different levels of

membership, Whitworth
said, students who are
busy with other activi-
ties or work will not be
penalized for not being
as involved.

The group meets at 7
p.m. Wednesdays in Stu-
dent Center room 211,
according to the Student
Development Services
Web site. All students are
welcome.

Tuke University nonh towa

MIN()B TO ﬁl/ JOR REPAIRS &
30,60,90,100 THOUSAND MILE

February 9th & 10th
Sat.9to 5,5un.10to 5

Admission $7

(children under 12 free)

Buy ¢ Sell » Trade * Browse

817.732.1194

(Owner
LA Approved 817.738.5912
. | :30a.80-3:30p.M
Auto Repair il s
We accept checks and

Hank Milligan Kathy Thomas

JOBOB AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
3970 WEST VICKERY
ONLY MINUTES AWAY FROM CAMPUS|

n left on Vickery, we're just over a mile on the right

MAINTENANCE AND CHECKS
* WE DO STATE INSPECTIONS! ¢
Complete Auto Service * Service All Makes and Models
10% DISCOUNT FOR TCU STUDENTS & FACULTY
$50 MAXIMUM DISCOUNT

Service Advisor

Closed every third Satu nd ay of I)u month.

ajor credit cards,

The Interfraterni
Panhellenic Councils

would like to congratulate

the 276 members of
the TCU Fraternity &
Sorority Community that
made a 4.0 during the
Fall 2007 semester. The
academic success of these
students demonstrates
the Fraternity and Sororis
Community’s commitmen
to academic excellence.
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