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has been approved.
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OPINION

Construction should have waited
so five Dining Services’ workers
could keep their jobs.
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SPORTS

The men'’s tennis team goes lvy
Leage against the men from
Columbia.

PAGE 8

Pastor’s recent comments draw mixed reactions

By VALERIE J. HANNON
Staff Reporter

The decision to continue
with a banquet honoring the
Rev. Jeremiah Wright was met
with varying opinions from
students, faculty and alum-
ni of TCU and Brite Divinity
School.

Chancellor Victor Boschini

could not be reached for com-
ment, but said in an e-mail
statement that Brite and TCU
were separate entities and the
decision to award Wright was
Brite’s, not TCU'’s.

“As a university, TCU sup-
ports the right of free speech
even when the opinions
expressed are controversial,”

Boschini said. “That is what
a university is about. But
giving an award is another
matter, and in this specific
case in light of Rev. Wright’s
recently discovered remarks,
TCU would not give such an
award.”

C. David Grant, chairman
of the religion department,

declined to comment about
whether the religion depart-
ment would support such an
event at TCU.

Tim Hessel-Robinson,
assistant professor of spiri-
tual disciplines and resourc-
es at Brite, said he took a
class taught by Wright at the
Seminary Consortium for

Urban Pastoral Education in
Chicago. He said accusations
about Wright’'s words have
most likely been taken out
of context.

“He’s been portrayed as a
divisive figure, and I do not
agree with that,” Hessel-Rob-
inson said. “In my experience,
he was gracious, generous

and accepting of all students,
regardless of race.”

Anthony Butorac, a soph-
omore radio-TV-film major,
said he created a group on
Facebook opposing the cer-
emony.

“It appalls me that Brite,
a religious school, would

See WRIGHT, page 2

FOR A RAINY DAY...

SAEROM YOO / News Editor

Fran Leedy, a sophomore supply and value chain management and accounting major, waits to cross University Drive on Tuesday. The rain caused cancellations of two campus events — the NCAA
president’s visit and a dialogue on abortion — because of flight complications. According to a bulletin released by Dallas/ Fort Worth International Airport, airlines canceled more than 550 flights
at DFW and diverted more than 100 incoming flights Tuesday.

Speaker: Interfaith tolerance important

By SHANNON BLEASE
Staff Reporter

Effective communication in a
multicultural and multireligious
world is the key to tolerance and
appreciation of different religions,
a theology professor told Brite
Divinity School students Tues-
day.

Peter C. Phan, Ignacio Ellacuria
Chair of Catholic social thought
at Georgetown University, dis-
cussed in a church at Weatherly
Hall whether leaders of different
religions engaging in dialogue will
undermine or replace the mission
of evangelism.

Phan said at the Asian (Kore-
an) Studies workshop that he
believes interreligious dialogue
will minimize the need for evan-
gelism because more people will
understand and accept different
religions.

Phan spoke about the impor-
tance of the roots of Christianity,

because, he said, it is not just an
American religion.

“There is no way for us to know
how many Christians there are,
because many countries, like Asia,
have underground religious ser-
vices,” Phan said.

Although there are many people
from many different backgrounds,
everyone shares four things, Phan
said: life experiences, common
actions, theological exchange
among believers and shared reli-
gious experience.

Tim Lee, an assistant professor
of church history and director of
the Asian (Korean) Church Stud-
ies program at Brite, said interre-
ligious dialogue is a crucial topic,
especially now as globalization
creates encounters among many
devoted to specific religions.

“We all must learn to live togeth-
er in this increasingly shrinking
world, which entails that we under-
stand others’ religions and be able

to converse about our religions in
respectful ways,” Lee said.

Carl Stoneham, a graduate stu-
dent at Brite and one of 50 people
at the event, said he came to the
workshop because he is getting
his master’s degree in interfaith
dialogue.

“I learned more about inter-
faith dialogue and how to inte-
grate aspects of it into my own
life and studies,” Stoneham
said.

Nash Wiggins , a graduate stu-
dent at Brite, said he learned
not only the Asian perspective
of Christianity but also how to
better understand the roots of
Christianity through interreli-
gious dialogue.

Phan said everyone deals with
relations between different reli-
gions, and it would be helpful
for students and faculty to under-
stand the challenges and benefits
of interreligious dialogue.

Wind energy
focus of new
science grant

By DAVID HALL
Staff Reporter

TCU will announce today that it,
FPL Energy and the University of
Oxford will enter into a research
partnership on how to integrate wind
energy into the Texas ecological com-
munity, an environmental science pro-
fessor said.

Mike Slattery, a professor of envi-
ronmental science, said the research
grant that TCU received for the part-
nership is the largest research grant
in school history.

Slattery, who will also serve the
partnership as a lead scientist, said,
“It could put TCU on the map for
leading research in renewable clean
energy.”

A news release previewed the
announcement, calling it “a ground-
breaking partnership,” but did not
give details on what it would entail.

Slattery said the grant is in the
neighborhood of several million dol-
lars, but he wanted to wait until the
press conference for the exact amount
to be released.

See ENERGY, page 2
FOR YOUR INFO
Partnership

announcement

When: 2 p.m. today
Where: Kelly Alumni Center

Department reworks curriculum
in effort to gain accreditation

By PATTY ESPINOSA
Staff Reporter

The theatre department is under-
going a curriculum makeover in an
attempt to be accredited by an organi-
zation of schools that establish national
standards for undergraduate and gradu-
ate theatre degree plans, the chairman
of the department said.

Harry Parker, the chairman of the
theatre department, said the Nation-
al Association of Schools of Theatre
accreditation is like a stamp of approv-
al.

After working closely with the pro-
vost and the dean of the fine arts depart-
ment, Parker reinvented the curriculum
for students who will major in theatre
beginning in the fall, and began the
search for four faculty members to be
added to the department.

The department is adding 17 courses
and eliminating 10, renumbering almost
all of the current required courses,

Parker said.

NAST representatives were unavail-
able for comment.

Parker said the organization has a
required number of hours and classes
that are set as criteria for accredita-
tion.

According to the NAST Web site, sev-
eral consultation visits and reviews are
required before accreditation.

The department created a model
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree plan that
requires at least four new faculty mem-
bers, Parker said. He said the depart-
ment will search for the new members
without space and time limitations.

The first two positions that will be
filled are designers: a scenic designer
and a scenographer, Parker said. The
scenic designer will replace Nancy
McCauley, who is the current designer
and is retiring at the end of this semes-
ter. The scenographer, or swing design-

See THEATRE, page 2
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WEATHER

TODAY: Morning showers, 67/43
TOMORROW: Sunny, 72/47
FRIDAY: Partly cloudy, 74/48

PECULIAR FACT

SYDNEY, Australia — A breakup with his wife has
spurred a man to put his life, including his house,
car, job and friends, up for sale online.

TODAY'S HEADLINES
NEWS: Groups work to lower drinking age, page 2

CONTACT US

Send your questions,

OPINION: Eco-friendly lightbulbs not always good, page 3

compliments, complaints
and hot tips to the staff at
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SPORTS: Road losses bring end to coach’s career, page 8
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condone a man who has said
such hateful words toward
other people,” Butorac said.
“Because in my mind, in his
sermons, there’s a lot of rac-
ist and very focused hateful
words pointed at people out-
side the African-American
race.”

Don Cram, president of the
Fort Worth chapter of TCU
Alumni, said he was disap-
pointed in Brite’s decision.

“I think his anti-American
comments are pretty well
documented and those things
need to be considered when
choosing someone to honor,”
Cram said.

Wright recently retired after
more than three decades
as pastor of Trinity United
Church of Christ in Chicago,

whose members include presi-
dential candidate Sen. Barack
Obama, D-IIL.

Obama has long cited
Wright as an important influ-
ence, but controversy about
their relationship has sim-
mered for months and finally
boiled over last week when
television stations began air-
ing video of the pastor’s con-
demnation of American racism
and U.S. foreign policy.

Obama issued a state-
ment Friday repudiating the
“inflammatory and appall-
ing” remarks by the pas-
tor that had escalated the
controversy. On Monday,
Obama repeated that he
thinks Wright’s statements
are “wrong, and I strongly
condemn them.”

He added that “the carica-
ture that has been painted of
him is not accurate.”

In video clips of his ser-
mons, Wright insisted that
the U.S. brought the Sept.
11 terror attacks upon itself
because of a corrupt foreign
policy.

In a 2006 speech he said,
“Racism is how this coun-
try was founded and how
this country was run ... We
believe in white suprem-
acy and black inferiority
and believe it more than we
believe in God.”

Wright has also called Amer-
ica the “No. 1 killer in the
world” and in a 2003 sermon
said, “The government gives
them the drugs, builds bigger
prisons, passes a three-strike
law and then wants us to sing
‘God Bless America.”

Staff reporter Rob Crabtree
contributed to this report, which
contains material from McClatchy-

Tribune Information Services.

/i

E. JASON WAMBSGANS / Chicago Tribune via MCT

The Rev. Jeremiah A. Wright Jr. gives a sermon at Trinity United Church of Christ in Chicago in October 2006.
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The release said the part-
nership “could result in major
environmental changes for
generations to come.”

FPL and Oxford could not
be reached for comment
about the news release.

THEATRE

From page 1

er, specializes in all areas of
design and will rotate design
jobs throughout the year,
Parker said.

“I will probably sign up
for a few classes because
they will give me an oppor-
tunity to learn something
new and interesting,” said
Aaron Lentz, a current the-
atre major seeking a Bache-
lor of Fine Arts degree. “And
I know I will work closely
with the new scenographer
as well.”

Because he worries the
department’s current fac-
ulty will burn out with the
new course load, it is impor-
tant to get the search going
as soon as possible, Parker
said. Administrators agreed
to bring in the new faculty
over a period of five or six
years, Parker said.

“There are other faculty

Florida-based FPL Ener-
gy’s Web site describes the
company as “a leading clean
energy provider with natu-
ral gas, wind, solar, hydro-
electric and nuclear power
plants in operation in 25
states.”

The University of Oxford
lists itself as the first uni-

positions that need to be
filled in the fine arts depart-
ment,” Parker said. “It would
be unfair for the theatre
department to take the posi-
tions all at once, so we’ll wait
our turn and eventually get
the faculty that we need.”

The addition of the new
courses will affect only
incoming freshmen in
the fall, Parker said. The
required number of hours
will be increased from 60
to a minimum of 83 for a
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree,
he said.

Although the program
changes are focused on the
fine arts program right now,
Parker said, the Bachelor
of Arts students will also
be required to take some
of the additional courses.
The required number of
hours for Bachelor of Arts
students will be increased
from a minimum of 30 to
40.

versity in the English-
speaking world and says
it is committed to remain-
ing on the forefront of
learning, teaching and
research.

Neither FPL nor Oxford
had any information about
the partnership on their
Web sites.

It is exciting to have the
first opportunity to expe-
rience the changes, said
Scott Moffitt, an incoming
freshman theatre major. At
the same time it is nerve-
wracking because there are
not any veteran students to
turn to for advice, he said.

Students currently in
the fine arts program will
continue with the required
curriculum that was previ-
ously established, but will
also have the opportunity to
sign up for the new courses,
Parker said.

NAST gives an objective,
expert opinion that will
affirm what the department
is doing right and improve its
weaker areas, Parker said.

The department’s focus
is to continue to provide
new opportunities for stu-
dents, Parker said. The first
step is meeting the standard
requirements for accredita-
tion, he said.

States weigh benefits, pitfalls
of lowering legal drinking age

By KIRSTEN SCHARNBERG
Chicago Tribune

In voicing its opposition to the current pro-

Ride FREE with your TCU Transit Pass and ID

Students, faculty and staff

The next time you want to experience
all the sights and sounds of the city,

connect with The T. It's easy, convenient and lets
you enjoy the hustle and bustle while avoiding the
hassle. Wherever you want to go - from downtown
to your part of town - the best way to get there is
on The T. For more information, visit The-T.com or
ask a TCU T Team member.

The-T.com 817-215-8600

~ Takes You Places

CHICAGO — More than two decades after
the U.S. set the national drinking age at 21, a
movement is gaining traction to revisit the issue
and consider allowing Americans as young as
18 to legally consume alcohol.

Serious discussions already are under way
in several states.

In Vermont, the state Legislature has formed
a task force that will study whether the drink-
ing age should be lowered.

In South Dakota, a petition is circulating that
would ask the state to allow 19- and 20-year-olds
to legally buy beer no stronger than 3.2 percent
alcohol, while in Missouri, a group is attempt-
ing to collect the 100,000 signatures needed to
get a measure on the November ballot to lower
the state’s drinking age to 18.

“What we're beginning to see are the early
indications that the public is at least ready to
consider re-examining this issue,” said John
McCardell, a former Vermont college president
who runs Choose Responsibility, a non-prof-
it group that advocates alcohol education for
young adults and favors lowering the drinking
age to 18.

Yet it is clear that these fledgling efforts to
amend the drinking age will face significant
opposition — from Congress, from a large seg-
ment of American parents and from influen-
tial national lobbying groups such as Mothers
Against Drunk Driving,

333388822s:

posals, MADD has highlighted statistics show-
ing that highway drunken-driving fatalities have
declined precipitously since the drinking age
was raised. It further argued that when 29 states
lowered their drinking ages in the 1970s, virtu-
ally all of them saw drunken highway deaths
spike.

“Essentially what the current law says is that
until you are 21 you lack the judgment and the
maturity to drink,” McCardell said. “Yet at the
same time, we are a nation that says you can
vote, you can sit on a jury, you can sign a legally
binding contract, you can get married, you can
put your life on the line in combat — largely
because many of these are beneficial to us. It’s
an unbelievably condescending explanation.”

The National Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration estimates that raising the drinking age
to 21 reduced traffic fatalities involving 18- to
20-year-olds by 13 percent and has saved nearly
20,000 lives since 1975.

Hinda Miller, the Vermont senator who spear-
headed the task force that will study the possi-
bility of lowering the state’s drinking age, fully
anticipates the furor of the idea is sure to raise.
Citing a 2006 U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services report, she said 28 percent of
Americans age 12 to 20 had drunk in the month
before the survey and 19 percent were defined
as binge drinkers.

“Those kind of statistics tell you that some-
thing isn’t working,” she said.
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