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Will Wood

Archetypical Fantasy

Orchestra

II. The Hero
III. The Princess



Instrumentation:

Flute 1, 2

Oboe 1, 2
Clarinet in Bb 1,2
Bassoon 1, 2

HominF 1,2
HomminF 3,4
Trumpet in Bb 1
Trumpet in Bb 2, 3
Trombone 1, 2
Bass Trombone

Tuba
Timpani (4 drums)

Percussion
*Instrument may be shared among percussionists
Percussion 1 - Snare Drum®*, Crash Cymbals*
Percussion 2 - Bass Drum, Crash Cymbals*, Snare Drum*
Percussion 3 - Suspended Cymbal (mallets and bow), Tom-toms (4)

Harp
Piano

Violin |
Violin 11
Viola
Violoncello
Contrabass
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III. The Princess

Princess' Lament
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ABSTRACT

Archetypical Fantasy is a four-movement, programmatic piece for orchestra. The music tells a
story that follows traditional fantasy archetypes, rather than specific characters. Thus, the title is a
combination of these two ideas: archetypes plus typical fantasy. Each movement is named after the
primary archetype explored musically. Only the middle two movements are presented in this Thesis, but
the larger story is told through all four movements.

Movement I is entitled “The Kingdom.” After an initial grand theme representing the castle, the
movement becomes an overture of sorts, presenting thematic content to be revealed throughout the
following three movements.

“The Hero” is the second movement of the work. The storyline proper beings here. It opens with
the hustle and bustle of the many villagers of the kingdom. They are represented by an upbeat, folk-like
melody. The villager theme abruptly stops when the hero shows up. The villagers fall quiet as he
makes his way to the center of town. After the hero’s grand entrance, he sets the villagers to work. This
is represented by repeated thematic fragments that build in texture and dynamic. The villager theme
reemerges leading in to a grand, brass fanfare setting of the hero theme as the hero vows to protect the
kingdom. Of course, immediately after the hero finishes this statement, the dragon slowly descends
upon the kingdom. This is represented by a slow, downward glissando in the string section, gradually
accelerating until the dragon lands in the kingdom, his dark theme pounding away in the low brass and
percussion. As the dragon attacks the kingdom and its villagers, his dissonant chord pushes forward
with syncopated rhythm. After a full statement of the dragon theme, the hero theme emerges as he
attacks the beast. They battle until the hero theme triumphs over that of the dragon. However, the
hero’s victory is short lived as the dragon arises. This is represented by the rumbling of the bass drum
and bowed suspended cymbal. The dragon attacks once again, and his theme is darker than before with
the addition of piano in the low range. The hero fights back, his theme now fails to overpower the
dragon. The movement ends with a tutti descent to the pitch F in various octaves. The hero has fallen.

Movement 111, “The Princess,” is a softer, slower movement, featuring the stringed instruments of
the orchestra. The princess is introduced, mourning the hero’s death. The harp presents her theme in
fragments. After a mourning period, the princess resolves to act, her theme now stated by all of the
strings. She attempts to revive the hero using magic. The Princess theme gradually fades into a
contrasting section labeled, “the spell.” This section is marked by a mysterious sixteenth-note motor
rhythm in the piano and chromatic, shifting harmonies. The princess begins an incantation to revive the
hero, his theme soaring above this new, mysterious texture. As the spell theme fades away, a lone F3 is
sustained by the cellos. The strings subtly hint at the kingdom theme as they reenter. A french horn
comes in slowly with the hero theme as the hero rises to his feet. The princess and the hero celebrate his
return energetically as their respective themes are played by the flute and horn in lyric counterpoint
above the rhythmic texture.

The final movement of the work 1s “The Dragon.” With the hero’s return, the subject of this
movement will further explore the aforementioned battle between the hero and the dragon.



