
1982 . J une 18 
M . H. H. Ni ninger , 
Denver, Colorado. 

Dear Harvey : 

The S~p 17, 1945Atoka , OK f a ll of me teori es came t o my 
a ttention quickly thr u new spaper repor ts. As I now r eca ll we 
had no observa t i ons f rom here , but I drove up t here i mmedi a tely 
with Mr. Bl ak eney Sbnde r s o f our loca l g r oup •• 

The f a ll was detonati ng and one man s aw a p iece hi t in 
a we t d r a i nage spot a bou t 10 ir 15 f eet from h i m, but fea red to 
d i g it ou t, thi nk ing it might be a bomb.. The town was full of 
witnesses and t hey , i ncl g in t he lo cal peac e offi c r s, had the 
g ener a l ~ood s ence · to raea s aure h i m i t was no t a bomb. 

Nevertheles s , t hey got a l i f e term prisone r from t he 
nearby peniten t iar y (Sy t ingtown? ) to come down t he next morning 
a nd gave h i m a long hanl ded shovel with wh ich to dig ou t t he 
unknown ob ject. He d id, and t he stone was t akent to t own a nd 
broken i n t wo ~n t he ra ilroad t r a ck , a fte r whic h i t pa sse d i nto t he 
poe asession of a lo ca l school t eache r f r om whom I l at e r got i t , 
i n a pproxima te hal v~a . 

The mai n t hing I wan t to menti on he re is that t he witne ss 
who s aw it hi t did not r eport a ny ra i n of t he missiles or f ragments 
or small on jec ta a r ound h i m. 

I wa s rold , roweve r, of a no the r piece wh i ch had been 
p icked up i n a bean pate no t f ar from t he fi r st find. There I 
obtained a beau t i f ully comp l e te and ent i rely fr e s h small stone 
which ha d made a cra t erlet i n t he s a nd, wh i ch I photogr eaphed with 
my ha t beside i t. At t his pl a ce I inqu ired about the circum½ 
sta nce s of the f a ll and here is the intriguing part . 

The man and hi s wi fe werea t t he i r house, a s hort d i sta nce from 
teh garde n includ i ng t he d r ied up bean patch . I t h ihnk he 
wad ou tside runn i ng a May t ag WAs hing Ma chine a t t he t i me of t he 
f a ll. I be lieve he heard the detona ti ons over t he noise of t he 
washer. The wife wa s i ns i de a nd apparetnly did not he a r the 
detona tions, but ca lled ou t to him a s k i n hi m i f i t wa s raining . 

He thought she was r efer ring to t he detona tions , hav i ng 
mista ken t hem fo r thunder , but s he sa i dno, she t hough t she had t he 
no i se of ra indr op s hitt i ng on t he r oof. 



Mr. sanders and I doffed our shoes a nd climbed up on the 
r oof to e xam ine it ca refully i n hopes of find i ng small stones. 
It wqs a shingle r oof and we looked especia lly in the open slots 
bew tween s h ingles bu t a ve r y y thorough search revea led nothing . 

There were no gutte r s on the house. 
searched a ll around under t he drip l ine below 
eaves. We found nothing a nd then tried an 
the house in t he suspected area . 

Wp descended and 
the edges of the 
Alnico magent a ll a round 

Unlucki ly the old screens had been recently taken off 
and the re was an amazing amount of rusty wire frabments and 
nails, etc., retrieve by t he magnet, but no si gn of a ny meteorites. 
WE then looked carefully in some open conta i ners setting on a 
nearby outdoor table bu t aga i n cou ld not find any meteori tes. 

AFter coa ch ing t he man a nd hl a wife a bout what we were 
after and uag in them to wr ite us about anything else they found, 
we started back home. Aout t wnty miles out of town I turned to 
S nders a nd told him I knew where the little meteorites were: 
in teh gi zzards sof t he chi ckends we had rout ed out from under t he 
house and Aing a ll over t he ya rd ! 

You know how ch1ckenes will run after small g thrown out for 
them in a yard! I elt t hey had run out and p icked up the 
meteorites, butt i t wa s too wild an hy potbes i.e to jusity a return 
trip and an overni ght stay, bbesiea disembowweling a chicken or 
two 11 

So ther e you have ny bea t experience even tho it 1s qui te 
negative. A thi rd stone wa s a lso found and a ltho I had talke. 
to man who later f ~ nd 1t, he los t my c i rcular and addr ess and 
Stuar t Perrybsneaked in on me and got i t, wh i h be f i na lly ga ve 
to eh u. s. National Mu s em. The f a ll is 11sted1n the Hey ca t a log 
but I am not sure t he detai ls of ta..h4ee stone s a.r•e correct. 

The two carbona ceous chondrites we worked on d id not 
J ield any stor ies of little iecea or a rain of pelllets. he 
first Crewcent wa s found i n a n open f i eld. tiome months later our 
mr . STeling unchm mow decesaaed, personally picked up a 7 
frm complete li t tle stone ina yard a. mi le away from the first find! 
It had appa re ly fallen within perha s 10 fe e t of the man livng 
the re , who was ou t i n 1he yard that n ight , but he heard nothing 
and had ca lled us up there to see a suspected meteorite t ha t out 
to be a piece of ga lena, etc., f r om the Tir State m neral district. 

The ~irst Bells, Texas, carbona ceous ohondir t ie hit 
composition roof and a boy read ing a magazine in t hehouse h&ard 
the thump abd f ound the me teori t e the next morning, where sit ha d 
f a llen ofe the roog , but mentioned not pitter pat ter of any 
s mall pieces. Whioe we fina lly retrieved a totla of five pieces 
we a lways fellt t hey were before the subfinal point and that 
ther might be n more across t he state line into Oklahoma . A kurtke 
ubqyur y tger j i elded nothing , however. 



At Bells I flet a bou t like I t h ink you did at Pasamonte : 
there were more meteorites ahea d but t he circumstances make it 
seem impaactical to recover them . 

Anot her e xperi ence that mi ht interest you was an 
Oklahoma fireg ball search tha t ende d quite uns uccessfullly. 
The path was wewt t o eas t and I s et sail from hwre with a DR. 
SEhested and his t wo sons who were enxious to see out a fireball 
survey was made,we were gunn1nng f ro the sub-f inal point and 
fi nalled t hought we go t to it a a farm whose location I 
am not able to r edcaal l without looking up my f ile (and then I 
can; t read it!)? Right after we drowv up to the pl ace 
and began our i nquiries and lecutrings, ' r. H. P. Stockwell 
d rov·e up 1n h 11a car! He had work ed on t he fi reba ll f rom 
his of the fence up in Hitch i ns on , Kansas, and had come t o the 
s ame pl ace for the sub-fina l point! 

W.i:!. never found anyth ing , tho all the facts looked good. 
What has bothered me mo st every since wa s an observat ion s'ome 
miles bac k to the west a l most under the projected ground path. 

Here a farmer was under ea s hed o en to the south; he 
a biet north of t he fire all path and did not see it or much 
of i t. ~ 1t he did reporte a ahower e of parti lee like pop 
corn, and that ls where all t he me t eor ite went!- -and whwaere we 
should have hunted an canvassed i 

I ha d another recent e xpertnce with an OhG:i j lahome fieeball 
t ha t wa s similar. The pa t h was south to noath and even the 
smart l>oys a t H'°'uston sent a team up. I think t hey eatalished a 
point too far north ut we a los had 1ndica t 1onsof a subfina l point 
o er a r anch junt nnr th of the mountains. I am sure that a t 
lea st one piece carried on t o theie areal one negro s i tting on a 
po ch with hi s b ck to the approading fireg 11 neverless saw 
t he final p iece go y him in the eadt! 

~ 1r bafk alonf the path t here had been an area wher e 
dpakrs aad been obs ,s.rved 1 c1. sort of shower, and that is whr e I 
t h i nk we should concentra ted and where little fragments might be. 
BUt we encounteed no repor ts oa little fragments hitting rooge 
or possible pelle ts. 

I do t hink we sholud consider ince in t his connect i on. 
Maybe a met oritte is i ce-coa ted when it comes in ! Or would it 
be poss ible f or the little piedea t hat shed off the from an icy 
coat i ng as they descend? 

This letter is writt4n hurriedly and rancomly, but 
feel fr ee to us e any of it or make further inauires for de ta ils. 
I have no ambitions to do any writing for puclication. So it's is a ;l 
up to you! 

Sincerely, 


	Atoka_Okla_1945_9_17_008_001
	Atoka_Okla_1945_9_17_008_002
	Atoka_Okla_1945_9_17_008_003

