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In offering a reward of $500.0(!)‘

" Date

last ‘week for the arrest and convies
tion of any citizen of this state fo
violating  the liquor laws who s
worth as much as $5,000, Governor
Ferguson inferentially charged that
a wealthy /newspaper ~publisher in
north Texas had been guilty of dis-
pensing pmts oj liquor by the dozen,
that gn ex‘offeiial and mllhonalre
newspaper /nah in a south Texas
city had been /purchasing 4nd trans-
porting to his’home all the liquor he
wanted for home consumption, that
a central Texas District Judge had
himself been drinking bootleg liquor,
and that other wealthy business men
in Texas have - boasted of the
amount and the brand of liquor that
they have'in their possession. We
know  nothing about these particular
cases, but there has long been =
current belief in this country that
violations of the liquor laws were be- |
ing committed by men of wealth and
mﬂuence in somg counties’ of ANIS]
'state unmvlested by the officers’ of |
the law. In fact, such charges have
been frequently made heretofore. It
will b rememberd that two or three
years ago, Rev. Frank Norris of Ft.
Worth charged that a federal dis-
trict judge in Texas was patronizing
bootleggers and winking at violations
of the liguwor laws, Rev. Attieus
Webb, superintendent of the Ant1-
Saloon League of Texas, charg /d that |
at the sheriff’s convention atg Amar- |
illo about three years ago & lot of J
the sheriff’s themselves gt beastly
drunk. While these charges were
no doubt wholly untrue or greatly |
exagerative, yet they were made |
with great persistncy and gained |
wide credence throughout the state.
The open drinking and drunkeness at
the = meeting of the West Texas
Chamber of Commerce at Brownwood
a little more than a year ago : be-
came notorious. That officers hesi-
tate to bring charges of felony
against prominent citizens of their |
respective  communities, although |
they have reason to believe that said
citizens are  viblating the liquor
laws entirely effective is to go after
Yet, the best way to make the liquor
lawsentirely effective is to go after
the “higher-ups.” What ever may
have prompted Mrs. Ferguson to
offer this reward, she has put her
finger on vne of the sore spots with |
reference to law  enforcement, andf{j
officers would do well everywhere tb
make a sincere and supreme effort.
to bring vioators of the liquor laws |
to justice regardless of their wealth
or station in life.’ :
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The News would like for all the
facts relating to ‘the awarding of
questionable contracts by the stat\
highway commission to be made pub
lic. If anybody has been guilty of
crime, we should like to see offend-
ers brounght to justice. But if a
grand jury, assisted by the district
and county attorney and by the at-
torney-general himself, can find no
evidence of crime after a most search
ing invstigation, then we see no need
for the legislature to assemble in
order to investigate, and try to im-
peach somebody. ! When private in-
dividuals are proposing to finance
such a meeting of the legislature 1o
the extent of $300,000, then it begins
to look to us like somebody might
have an axe to grind. Too much
politics folks.
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Early last week Governor Fergu- |
son charged that Amon G. Carter,
President of the Star Telegram Pub-
lishing Company and Chairman of
the Board of Directors of the Tex-
‘as Technological College, had serv-
ed. liquor at a meeting of oil men
in the city of Fort Worth last Dec-
ember and had been drunk at the
University— A. & M. football game
at Cvollege Station on Thanksgiving
Day, and she called for his resigna-
tion as a member of the board. It
required, more than two. ¢olumns of
valuable news paper space for Carter
to deny the charges and then he did
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S0° 1;1’[ a rather . indirect way. 'We
know nothing about the truth of the
charges, but according to newspaper
reports Carter was asked to behave
himself at the football game and

s. If Carter was not drunk,
uld like to know how he ex-
 conduct that became so of-
to the public that officers
eir duty to expel him?
kes satisfactory explana-
1l believe that he ought



