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April 27, 1932,

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL.

lir. larry ''iess,
Humble 0il & Refining Cos,
Houston, Texas.

Dear Harryi

The politidal eituation is becoming very
acute and, frankly, as the sel-up looks now I have
my serious doubts as to whoether Governor Sterling
can defeat the Pergusons in Lhe coming elegilon,
Confidentially, I discussed this maitter<kiih the
Governor in San Antonie at the time of thaiGarner
rally. Following this, on February 25th I'Wwrote
him as per the enclosed coﬁlﬁ%érying to prevall on
him not to run. Meanwhile, \I stated to him if he
daid run we wou}dgsf ahead anﬁ’su)port hinme

*ﬁﬁgggmpaign is poing to be an extremely
ngpa¥y one and it will not only be embarressing to
tfie Governor, but it wiil be humilating. As indi-

o in my letter, the time and times are a set-up
for the kind of a campaign the Fergusone are experts
cne Another thing, as outlined to the Governor,
it is going to be an expensive, hard, tough, rough
campaipne The Governor has unfortunately beem hard
hit financially and most of his friends are almost

- in the same ghape and while it would eost the Governor
e substantial fund to conduct any kind of & campaign,
the Fergusons can operaic one on a shoe siringe.

As you know, through commodity prices
and the present depressing times most everybody is
dissatisfied with the man that is in, irrespective
of his ability. VYhile it is true they may not know
the real cause for all of our ilroubles, at the same
time they blace the responsibility up to the head
many 80 to speak., You would be surprised to find
the number of substantial business people who frankly
state that they are geing to vote for Ferguson, that
old Jim is not a bad sort and things could not be
mich worse than they are nowe The Governor ran on
a business man's platform and although I think he
has done everything he possibly could, at the same
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time it will be an easy matter for the Fergusons
through their clever politicel manipulations

to claim that the past sdministration has not
been guccesaful,

Jimnle Record, our managing editor,
hag just recently completed a trip through Vest
Texas and reports to me a tremendous interest
in support of the Fergusons. Therefore, I am
firmly convinced that if we are to heut the
Tergusona in the Governors race next term, it
will be necesmary to have some other candidate
than Governor Sterlinge

Confidentially, there is a greve
question as to how many newspapers in the
state will support ithe Govermor for a jﬁ
torms I an not sure whethor there is any\
foundation for it or not, y inforrmation
ig that there ig some questloy/about even the
Hougton pavers supporting hif.

knofing\}hat Mr, Frank Sterling,
his brothor, agsocialed with you, I thought
yomicht feel disposed to discuss thie matter
witth him and appeal to him if he wants to do
h other a real service to try and persuade
him not to run. I told the Covernor in my
lotter of February 25th that we would be for
him and we are going to live up to this state-~
ment, even though we go down indefeat. As
you know, we opposed Governor Sterling in the
first cormpalm moanvhile he hag mde w0 much
hetter Governor than we expected that we have
learned to have a high repgard and great respect
for him and this is the only thing whiech prompts
me to write this letier, we well as the leiter
which I sent the Governor,.

As you know, it is reaching the time
now when he must make a decision and if you can
do anything on this matter it will be an act
of eharitys Pleage consider this letter confi-
dentialand destroy it as soon as you have read
ite

With best wishes, I remain

Sincerely,



