
Mr R L Thornton , t oastmas ter 
App reci a.ti on Dinner for Hon . Sam Rayburn 
Hot e l Adol phus , December 10 , 1940 . 

Dear Mr Toastmaster : 

I re gret ve ry much 

_,,✓ 
V 

t ha t\; ci r cumstance s pr e vent 

.. I /\' 

my be i ng 

prese nt amo ng t he hundr eds of 'l'e xans wno a re a ssembled •with 

y ou lbil this e ve ning for r ende ring to the Honoraole Sam 

Rayburn a sort of token payment on t he inextinguishable debt 

of appr eci a tion which a l l J:exa s as well a s t he Nation ow e s to hi m. 

~ t he bat-clefield they , g ive me dal s to men who perform ge l p ful 

s e rvic e "beyond the call of dut y 11 ; that is wha t Sam Rayburn 

has b ee n doi ng for Texas i n Washington 1'- tnese many 

I 

years--ye ars which I j oin Wit h you in hoping Will be many mo r e 

I . -a s Sam 1 •ayburn ' s , which envisions bot h Te xa s as a. s ove r eign -

s "t a t e and Texa s a s an integra l p a r t of t 11e Nati on, we must 

e ve r seek 1or means in additio•n to t he ball ot box by wh1·ch t o 

con vey ou r sentiments ot admirat i on a nd g r a titude . Thi s 



-· 

toni ght aftords such a mean_s, and I say tha t it 

would not be too much were this demonstration repeated e ach 

year. 

~am Hayburn can no,:; cash..,, at the bank the blank check on our 

affections we g ive hlm toni ght; but he can use it as a sight 

draft upon our continued loyalty and support. 

~r Rayburn has been doing a l ine job at Wasnington for Te xas 

and 6or t ne Nation, and in t ne years ahead he will have, in addi-

tion to heavier r espons1bilities, a n even g reater opportuni •ty 1or 

tlle emp loyme nt in our benel i t ot • his great abilities in t ne 

public service. I know that he will ..,,., 

can count on r,~Will 

J1 

feel it helpful tha t he 

I IfUIL;. of every Texan. 

J 




