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"Dropping oil prices
hitting Texans hard -

lBytheA.nociatedl’reu

. As long ago as last summer, Ron
' " Sitton said he feared Texas™ oilfield
situation might be poised for a slump.
“But I had no idea the price of oil
was going to drop all the way to $11 a
barrel,” said Sitton, vice president of
Lubbock-based’Sitton Drilling Co.
“I don'’t think you are going to be
able to print what I've got to say, " he
A said. "It looks bad, really rough.”
+ Drilling rigs are being stacked
throughout the Permian Basin and
the South Plains of Texas, royalty
checks are getting smaller, and some
oilfield workers are visiting unem-
ployment offices for the first time.
4 Sitton just pared his payroll of 106
1”" employees by one-fifth, laying off four
men on each of the six rigs his com-
pany has been operating, mostly in
the area around Levelland and Sun-
down, 40 miles southwest of Lub-
'bock.

“It’s the first time we've ever had to
let people go,” he said. “We had to cut
wages before, by 15 percent in 1982,
J the last bust. But we never had to lay
* off our workers before.”

Throughout West Texas—in
Andrews, Odessa, Levelland, Snyd-
er, Rankin, Albany-the scenario is
similar.

As the spot price of oil has plunged
in three months from about $30 a bar-

. ; rel to almost a third as much, oil-
/.- related industries have been forced to
, scale back, or shut down entirely.
Jerre Howard of Sweetwater, su-
pervisor of the Texas Employment

Commission offices in Scurry and
Nolan counties, said January unem-
ployment jumped in Sweetwater by
20 percent and in Snyder by 60 per-
cent.

“We're getting oil well crews that
have never filed unemployment
claims before,” Howard said. “These
are men in their 40s who are coming
in that have never been out of work
before.”

Many of the first-time claims, she
said, were by former employees of
Riley Drilling Co. of Big Spring,
which laid off half of its 50-man work-
force.

“If you want pessimism, this is the
place to come,” said Jim Williams, the
drilling company’s manager.

“We've been in business since
1968, and we have stayed almost 100
percent utilized until this yeaf,” Wil-
liams said. “But this knocked the bot-
tom out of us.”

The severity of the problem may
not have struck some West Texans,
since the royalty checks going out now
reflect a price in the mid-$20s.

“The royalty check they got this
month was for last month. That’s why
you don’t have any reduction in most
of our checks yet,” said Kirby Rogers,
an independent oil producer and for-
mer city councilman in Levelland.

“But reaiity will hit about the 20th
of this month, when they get thelr
next checks. It's here, believe me,”
Rogers said.

Rex Fuller, a Lubbock oil produc-
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“Ask them this month when they
get their checks. Everything is a

‘month behind,” Fuller said. “January

was a drop from the $28 range to the
$24 range.

“You're going to see the checks in
March drop from the $24 range to the
$17 range. And then in April, if they
continue the way theyre going, who
knows? What's it going to take to turn
it around? I don’t know anybody who
knows,” Fuller said.

And Rogers predicts the situation
will worsen.

“There are going to be a lot of peo-
ple out of work in communities all
over West Texas. Just in our immedi-
ate area, several rigs have been stack-
ed in the past 30 days,” Rogers said.

“Every one of those rigs represents
12 or 13 people of employment-a
four- or five-man crew for three shifts,
plus a tool pusher and all the line peo-
ple that go with it,” he said.

Buttons Williams, who owns Red

his rigs are down, the first time in 15
to 20 years he’s idled any equipment.

“The basket broke on us, and all the
eggs broke on the ground,” Williams
said. “It’s gotten serious. How long
this will last, I don’t know.”

John Christman of Lubbock, a
three-time former president of the
Texas Independent Producers and
Royalty Owners Association, has been
in the oil business since 1936 and said,
“I haven't seen it this bad before.”

Christman runs an energy company
with operations in several states and
also is board chairman of Midland-
based Flag-Redfern, a production
company that oversees a drilling com-
pany, a machine tool company and
several other subsidiaries.

“I have an attorney here with an
office in Andrews, and that’s a disaster
area because that’s a 100 percent oil
town. You're either an oilfield worker
or a school teacher, and if they shut

See Bankruptcy, Page 4
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Lower oil prices take
toll on Texas, TCU

By Lisa Wren
Staff Writer

The world’s oil market is taking a

.nose dive, and with 50 percent of
‘TCU’s endowment dependent upon
'oil and gas, “It is going to effect TCU.
It has to,”

said Arthur J. Ehlmann,
chairman of the TCU geology depart-
ment.

As the price of crude oil continues

‘to fall, Ehlmann said the Southwest,

particularly Texas, Oklahoma and
Louisiana, will feel a large part of the
impact.

Ehlmann said lower oil prices will
reduce the cost of producing goods,
but Texas will lose millions of dollars
in tax revenues.

“It's a matter of winning in one
place and losing in another place. Un-
fortunately, the losing is now on the
Texas side,” Ehlmann said.

“(TCU) oil royalties are obviously
dropping,” Ehlmann said. “We real-
ized 10 to 15 years ago that a large
share of our endowment is tied up in
oil and gas production and that, by its
very nature, is a depleting resource.”

Ehlmann said the wells reach a
point where they are not worth oper-
ating anymore, and then down to
what is called stripper oil. “A great
deal of TCU's oil property is in strip-
per production,” Ehlmann said.

TCU experienced a bonanza during
the oil bust because stripper oil was
worth more than other kinds of oil,
Ehlmann said.

But TCU’s income from stripper oﬂ
production is constantly reducing, be-
cause the cost to produce it is too close
or even below the selling pnce,
Ehlmann said.

However, Richard C. Waits, chan:-
man of the TCU economics depart-
ment, said, TCU's budget is in better
shape than a lot of other universities.

TCU did not commit oil money te
pay for such things as salaries, utilities
and operating expenses, Waits said..

‘The education oper-
ation budget in Texas i$
not tied to oil revenues.’

RICHARD C. WAITS,
economics department

Higher education in Louisiana is
heavily financed out of oil tax re-
venues, Waits said.

“The state university system in
Louisiana is in really serious trouble,”
he said. “They are cutting back prog-
rams; reducing faculty and the operat-
ing budget.”

The decrease in tax revenues from
oil probably will not affect education
in Texas, Waits said.

See Saudi, Page 4
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I’ retribution

WASHINGTON (AP)- A presiden-
tial task force on Thursday recom-
mended the death penalty for the
murder of American hostages any-

 where in the world, but described
'y U.S. policies against terrorism as
generally sound and recommended
no major overhaul.

The Cabinet-level task force,
headed by Vice President George
Bush, called for increased use of spies
to penetrate terrorist organizations as
well as strengthened extradition
v "\treaties to bring terrorists to justice.

Repeating a note that the Reagan
administration has sounded in the
face of bloody terrorist assaults in the
Middle East, Europe and elsewhere,
Bush said the group favors pinpoint
strikes but opposes “wanton destruc-
tion of human life in order to show

» some muscle.”

Immediately after taking office in
the wake of the Iranian hostage crisis,
President Reagan pledged that terror-
ists would face “swift and effective re-
tribution.” In reacting to more recent
terrorist incidents, however, he has
refused to use force that he said might
harm innocent victims or bystanders.

-‘ﬁ “The principal conclusion of the
task force is that U.S. policies and
priorities are sound, well-conceived
‘and properly organized,” said Adm.
James Holloway, former chief of naval
operations, who headed the task force
working group.
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Refiections of spring - The b|cycle rack at Colby
Hall offers evidence of the summer-like weather of

recent weeks. Weekend temperatures should stay
in the 70s, with a chance of rain.
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NEW YORK (AP)- An African virus
that causes an AIDS-like illness in
pigs may have been present in some
American AIDS patients and could be
a contributing cause of human AIDS
infections, according to a new study.

Evidence of infection with African
swine fever virus, or ASFV, was found
in nine of 21 American AIDS patients
tested, and in only one of 16 healthy
Americans, according to a study to be
published Saturday in the Lancet, a
British medical journal.

If future experiments prove the ex-
istence of a link between African
swine fever and AIDS, it would mean
that doctors now searching for a cure
for AIDS are aiming at the wrong
target.

The new study challenges volumes
of scientific evidence supporting the
belief that acquired immune deficien-
cy syndrome is caused solely by a
virus most commonly called HTLV-
II1 that was discovered in 1983.

“I don’t think we're trying to say
that HTLV-III is out and ASFV is in”

Bombings, killings part of life

Students hopeful despite violent life in troubled EIl Salvador

By Amy Schoemaker
Staff Writer

For Americans, factory bombings,
hostage-taking and sidewalk mas-
sacres are unreal television images.
But for TCU students from El Salva-
dor, they're a threat in everyday life.

“You get used to it,” said Ana Maria
Tona, fashion design ma-
jor from Salvador.

El Salvador, bordered on the north
by Guatemala and on the west by
Honduras, has been fighting a civil
war since 1979.

Wi&hthoclphleayof&ns&v&
dor, their lives are not
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government now headed by Presi-
dent Jose Napoleon Duarte.

The guerrillas burn cotton and
sugar plantations in western El Salva-
dor, plant bombs in coffee processing
plants and take teenagers from small
villages and force them to fight, Santa-
maria said.

The guerrillas receive aid from
Nicaragua, Cuba and the Soviet
Unien.

“Two years ago, when I was home
for spring vacation, there was a big
fight between the government and
the guerrillas near the San Salvador
volcano, and I remember they killed
about 35 guerrillas,” Santamaria said.

“They found two Russian bodies
mdoneCnbmbody.Theywere com-
mandants,” Santamaria said

"Wcmﬂotaﬂmenﬂhwhoshoot

innocent people,” Lemus said. Out of
jon. people, l\e said, maybe
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around the world, which they badly
need.”

Lemus said he is grateful to Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan and his policies
toward fighting communism.

“The Salvadoran people are not
asking for the United States to send
people to fight.” Lemus said. “But
what they are asking for is the military
aid and economic aid so that we have
the resources to fight for ourselves
and overcome terrorism.”

The Salvadoran military is more
professional and efficient because the
U.S. military advisers started training
the soldiers, Lemus said.

Santamaria agrees U.S. aid is
needed, but he wants to know where
all the American money is going.

“It’s good American aid is sent to E]
Salvador,” Santamaria said. “I think
the Americans should know what our
‘overnment is doing with that

m Salvadoran economy went

as the cause ot AIDS, said John Belde-
kas, a researcher at the Boston Uni-
versity School of Medicine and the
principal author of the new study.

“What we're saying is that AIDS is
complicated. It can’t be explained
solely by HTLV-111.” he said in a tele-
phone interview.

Flossie Wong-Staai, a molecular,
biologist at the National Cancer Insti-
tute, where HTLV-III was disco-
vered, said the evidence showing that
HTLV-III is the cause of AIDS is as
strong as such evidence can be.

“In any other disease where there’s
a definite link between an agent and.a
disease, they don’t get a better cor-
relation,” she said. F urthermore, she
said, the AIDS virus “does exactly
what we would expect in an AIDS
patient.”

Scientists had first learned that an
epidemic of swine fever had occurred
in Haiti in 1983, roughly the same
time that AIDS was discovered there:

William Hess, a microbiologist at
the Department of Agriculture’s
Plum Island Animal Disease Centér
in New York, has studied African
swine fever for more than 30 years and
believes that more research should be
done. 5a
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If there is no way to enforce a bill |
against discriminaton on the TCU
campus, then what is the purpose of
having such a bill? Is the proposed
bill wasting the House's time? See

page 2.

The 1980s seem to have spurred

a new kind of sports hero. Different

types of young athletes have be-

come role models for us. See page
5,
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