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Quake ’- B3
tremors s

By Duane Bidwell
Staff Writer

The recent earthquake in Mex-
ico City has sent tremors of con-
cern vibrating through TCU.

But for most students and
faculty with friends and family in
the area, this weekend is a time of
painful waiting.

Because short-wave radio is the
only communication from the

Benefit for Mexico, Page 3

city, TCU students from Mexico
have no way of contacting their
families. Only one student knows

« 4 that her brother has survived.

Marissa De Lagarza began
crying when she heard about the
earthquake. Her brother, to
whom she has been very close,
lived in the city.

“I started crying,” said a tearful
De Lagarza, a junior in fashion
design. “I called my mother and
she said he was all right.” De
Lagarza’s brother, a lawyer, sent
a message to his family via an air-
line pilot, telling them not to
worTy.

Ernesto and Ricardo Sol, both
students in the master of business
administration program, have a
sister in Mexico City and parents
in Guadalajara, 300 miles away.

‘““My parents could get
through, somehow, and they cal-
led us to tell us they are OK,”
Ernesto said. “We can’t get
through to my sister.”

Ricardo added, “Most of the
time when bad news happens, it
travels very fast. We think that
not hearing means she’s OK.”

At least two students could not
wait for news to travel. Eduardo
Quezada and Javier Nevares,
both MBA students, boarded a
plane for Mexico City early Fri-
day morning.

Beth Kreutzseld, who, with
her husband, rents a room to Ne-
vares, said he was very worried.
“He was up all night long,”

# Kreutzseld said. “He was watch-
% ing the Spanish channel and

found out all he could.”

“I'm worried because I've seen
so much on TV,” said Juan Ham-
parzumian, a senior majoring in
management. “Since 10 o’clock
this moming I've been glued to

Hamparzumian was born and
raised in Mexico City, but thinks
the area where his family lives
received minimal damage.

Meg Larrea, a sophomore pre-
med whose family lives in Mexico
City, said she is “a little scared,
but not too much.”

The area where her family lives

L # has not received much damage,

she said, “but it’s still scary.”
She said, however, the earth-
quake will force Mexico City to
rebuild, and perhaps to mod-
ernize.
“Some good will come out of it,
I guess,” Larrea said.
’L And echoing the words of so

many others, she added, “I

hope.

Fort Worth, Texas

Dust settles
on dismissals

Kenneth Davis

Alumni respond
to allegations

By Brandie Buckner-
Sears

Staff Writer

A former employee of TCU
alumnus Dick Lowe said he wit-
nessed Lowe making cash pay-
ments to TCU players, according
to a KVIL radio exclusive report.

“I saw him give cash payments
from his wallet,” said the infor-
mant whose voice was electroni-
cally altered by the radio station
for the interview.

Lowe, who has been an active
supporter of TCU football for
several years, responded to the
allegations, sayirg, “Nobody ever
saw me make payments of any
kind to any TCU players at any
time.”

Lowe did confirm, however,
that he did meet with TCU head
coach Jim Wacker Thursday and
said he intends to cooperate fully
with the NCAA investigation.

A former TCU football player
and graduate assistant coach, who
asked not to be named, said he
witnessed Lowe lending his car to
players.

“Dick Lowe was the main insti-
gator of illegal (as far as the NCAA
is concerned) activity when (for-
mer TCU head coach F.A.) Dry
was there,” he said.

The Skiff contacted several
TCU alumni to get their reactions
to the dismissal of six Horned
Frog football players from the
team. The alumni contacted were
overwhelmingly supportive of ac-

Please see Alumni, Page 3

Supporters praise

Wacker's

Faculty members and adminis-
trators voiced support Friday for
coach Jim Wacker's actions in dis-
missing six TCU football players.

“I think what coach Wacker has
done is very courageous,” En-
glish professor David Vanderwer-
ken said. “I can't think of many
coaches who would have taken
that step.” Vanderwerken is pres-
ident of the Sports Literature

Tom Badgett, faculty repre-
sentative to the NCAA said he
was proud of what Wacker did.

“If (Wacker) had done anything
else it would have been inconsis-
tent with his character and

values,” Badgett said.

actions

Badgett added that it is the
rules that make the game
meaningful.

“We all agreed to abide by
those (NCAA) rules. If we don't
follow those rules, then as a play-
er or a coach or a representative
to the NCAA, we have to suffer
the consequences.”

Chairman of the Faculty Sen-
ate Ed McNertney said shock was
his initial emotion, followed by a
feeling of respect for Wacker.

“I hope it sends a message to
people,” McNertney said.

“The foundation that is being
built is much more important
than one winning season. The

Please see Actions, Page 4

p S e iy

By Grant McGinnis
Staff Writer

As the dust begins to settle on
Thursday’s announcement that
six TCU football players have
been dismissed from the team for
accepting cash payments from an
alumnus, the strange sequence of
events has become a little bit
clearer.

The first official word of the dis-
missal came in a prepared state-
ment read by TCU athletic direc-
tor Frank Windegger shortly be-
fore midnight.

Windegger said that six players
recruited prior to Wacker's arriv-
al at TCU had been illegally re-
cruited and had received cash
payments until recently.

“They are Egypt Allen, Ken-
neth Davis, Marvin Foster, Gary
Spann, Gearld Taylor and Darron
Turner. Neither I, nor any mem-
ber of our staff had any knowledge
of this until the players told the
football staff,” Windegger said.

Windegger said that the NCAA
and the Southwest Conference
had been immediately notifed
and that he had requested an im-
mediate investigation.

Windegger's announcement
was followed by a statement from
TCU Chancellor Bill Tucker ex-
pressing the school’s commit-
ment to honesty and integrity in
the athletic program.

Thursday morning, stories
appeared in the Dallas newspap-
ers stating that the NCAA had
been talking to SMU players ab-
out possible recruiting violations
at four other Southwest Confer-
ence schools. TCU was named as
one of those four schools.

Later in the day, TCU All-
America running back Kenneth
Davis was interviewd by KXAS-
TV (Channel 5) as part of a series
the station was doing on recruit-
ing in the SWC. In that interview
aired Thursday night prior to
Windegger's announcement,

*
-

Davis said he had not been
offered any illegal inducements to
attend TCU.

He said he had been offered
inducements by other schools.
The incentives, according to
Davis’ statement, supposedly in-
cluded cars and cash.

At 5:30 p.m., a team meeting
was held.

“We talked about recruiting
violations,” Wacker said. “I told
the team how proud I was of them
for the fact that we're building a
great program, and we're doing it
with honesty and integrity.”

Wacker said Friday that one of
the players confessed immediate-
ly after the meeting that he had
received cash payments.

Wacker said he talked to the
alumnus involved. The alumnus
verified that it was six players who
had continued to receive illegal
payments since Wacker had be-
come head coach at TCU.

Wacker said the staff had no
recourse but to inform the SWC
and the NCAA of the violations.
“We turned ourselves in,” he
said.

An emergency meeting was
scheduled by the coaching staff
for 11:15 p.m. Thursday night.
Wacker said the reaction of the
team was total shock. “I talked to
a lot of the veterans. They had no
idea whatsoever that this was
going on. That’s why I feel good

Please see Players, Page 3

price.

Opinion—-Page 2
The six TCU players who were dismissed from the team

Thursday night should not be allowed back on the team. They
knew what they were doing was wrong; now they must pay the

Because of Wacker's quick action to dismiss the six players,
TCU's football program may be spared NCAA sanctions,
which virtually ruined SMU’s program.
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TCU stays out
of SMU shoes

W. Robert
Padgett

TCU and SMU-two medium-
size, denomination-affiliated
schools nestled in metropolitan
surburbias—-came very close
Thursday to having yet another
common trait.

But swift action on the part of
Horned Frog head coach Jim
Wacker in dismissing six players,
including Heisman Trophy candi-
date Kenneth Davis, for allegedly
receiving illegal cash payments
from alumni may have been the
difference between merely an in-
vestigation by the NCAA, and se-
vere sanctions for future seasons.

The Mustangs, you'll remem-
ber, were slapped recently with
one of the harshest penalties in
NCAA history for illegally re-
cruiting players. The sanctions
include two years (starting next
season) with no television cover-
age and two years (beginning this
season) with no bowl appear-
ances. In addition, the most se-
vere sanction prohibited SMU
from offering any scholarships
next recruiting season and just 15

the year after.

Because Wacker dismissed
Davis, Darron Turner, Gearld
Taylor, Gary Spann, Egypt Allen
and Marvin Foster immediately
after discovering the violations,
the head coach preserved his
reputation as one of the more vir-
tuous coaches in Division I foot-
ball.

How easy it could have been to
simply remain quiet about the
matter, tell the players not to
worry about the situation and
keep Davis-and virtually the
backbone of the defense—around
for the "85 season.

The Hormned Frogs this week
were coming off a resounding sea-
son-opening victory over Tulane
and all eyes were focused on the
Temple Tornado. Not only has
the football team lost one of the
most prolific runners in its his-
tory, the athletic department
finds itself without one of the

With Davis gone, and TCU's
Heisman hopes washed away, fu-
ture ticket sales at the Amon Car-
ter Stadium outlet can be ex-
pected to drop considerably,
especially for the humdrum con-
test against North Texas State in a
few weeks.

It's true this season may be a
lost cause without the All-
America Davis and the other
five—even if the remaining
Horned Frogs keep their heads
up and accept this situation as a
challenge to be overcome-but
the football program and the en-
tire campus will benefit in the fu-
ture.

It didn’t take the NCAA sanc-
tions to give SMU the reputation
as an elitist, disreputable institu-
tion, especially in this area of the
Metroplex. The investigation had
been going on for quite a while
and everyone knew it was just a
matter of time until fate lassoed
the wild stallion. The penalties
were essentially the straw that
broke the camel’s back, and it will
be a long, arduous task for SMU
to earn the distinction of being 2
clean campus.

TCU's reputation, for the time
being, has been preserved. Stu-
dents interviewed Friday said
they supported Wacker 100 per-
cent for his swift actions, and
members of the Fort Worth com-
munity agree. Wacker, Chancel-
lor Bill Tucker and athletic direc-
tor Frank Windegger all said
Thursday night they welcome an
investigation as soon as possible.

If TCU is hit with sanctions for
what has been recently disclosed,
two parties will be to blame: the
players, of course, for accepting
illegal incentives, and unscrupu-
lous alumni for offering them.

A group of dishonorable alumni
is yet another area, unfortunate-
ly, where TCU and SMU, and
many other prestigious institu-
tions for that matter, are similar.

You'd figure these alumni,
even if they don't have integrity,
would have the common sense to
heed Wacker’s warnings about
illegal incentives. If they didn't
have that much common sense,
the unscrupulous alums should
have kept up with the SM U situa-
tion and seen first hand what hap-
pens when illegal activities are
detected. It’s apparent that in-
telligence is not a prerequisite for
being an alumni at SMU, TCU or
anywhere.
g‘.ﬂm Padgett is editor in chief of the
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appropriate decision

If TCU head coach Jim Wacker wants
to retain his credibility with the South-
west Conference and the National Col-
legiate Athletic Association, as well as
with the fans, he must not reverse his
dismissal action by allowing Kenneth
Davis and five other players back on the
team.

Davis, Gary Spann, Gearld Taylor,
Egypt Allen, Darron Turner and Marvin
Foster were released by TCU coaches
after it was learned they had accepted
illegal payments by alumni.

By immediately informing the NCAA
and the Southwest Conference upon the
discovery of violations in recruiting and
payments, Wacker has shown he intends
to play by the rules.

But there is still a possibility those
players involved will be allowed back on
the team.

This must not happen.

While the players are to be com-
mended for turning themselves in, they
were fully aware of the rules and of the
fact that Wacker has repeatedly warned
he will not allow such foul play. There-
fore, justice has been served and the
proper action was taken.

In addition, despite the fact recruiting
violations occurred before Wacker’s
arrival at TCU, the players involved and
those who knew about the misconduct
should have stepped forward earlier with
the information.

The fact players withheld that in-
formation even after Wacker repeatedly
pleaded with them to step forward if they

knew anything about such goings-on
simply compounds the situation.

But even more to blame are the alum-
ni who continued to make payments to
the players after Wacker became a mem-
ber of the TCU family and made his
stance known concerning situations
similar to the one with which our school
is now confronted. ;

Everyone at TCU would like to have a
winning football season. But the major-
ity of students, faculty, staff and fans are
more interested in seeing that we do so
in a manner becoming of the university
and those affiliated with it.

While alumni, through their hard
work and donations, are the foundation
of this university, the kind who would
take part in unscrupulous activities are
neither needed nor wanted. It is a shame
these alumni cannot also be punished.

The news of these recent events has
brought immediate reactions of frustra-
tion, anger and confusion from members
of the TCU community. But another
kind of emotion has also emerged—one of
pride.

It is pride in the manner Wacker has
chosen to handle the situation. By dis-
missing the offending players, he has
made statement to the nation that TCU
will not let events like this be a part of
our athletic program.

Rule violations must be eliminated
from all college athletic programs. Stan-
dards must be set and examples made.

Where better to begin than in our own
program?

Don't invite the players involved back
to the team.

This special Saturday edition of the Skiff was published because of the import-

ance of events surrounding both the dismissal

of six TCU football players for

receiving illegal incentives and the impact of Thursday'’s earthquake in Mexico
TCU students who have friends and families in that country. The s]qi;":o‘a resum@

its normal four-issue week Tuesday.
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