
l ,XIA, July 2.3. --All play and no ·ork, pl\lfl three bi,. o ls a , are ac1· ing 
materially to ti weight of t ho Ifad artlS' of ieers ·ho are noy, prisoners of war at 
1'eY.ia Internment Camp. 

r r in the heart of Te ~" s,. the Germans '· reakfast ,. on a typical :y, on scrariblcc 
eggn, toast, I!lar.'lWl.atle, cor-ree t nd milk, then exerci se an.a. lol.1.tlge in t e a:iple eun­
shioo sroun their living quarters until time for dir.r-ter, s.s t."'-1.e noonday meal is 
c:aienated . 

This, on. t he day te :ere there , 
green pe s , carrots, bread, coff'eo 
served in the Ar riea.n officers • 
another army camp in the· country. ) 

consiste ~. of liver f rie in oniono., potatooD, 
d apple pie . ( Identically t he , m .nu wus 

ns that, day , not only a t foxia, but a t any 

Gains trot Sur prisini;,: . 
After dinner the officers read newspapers and books , write l etters nd nap until 

id- afternoon, Yi i.en they r;o out for a gs.me of volley ball and a cool shor1er bath 
before supper. For this meal vegetable soup, baked hara, bread, coff0e and milk were 
beifll; prepared. 

Under such a dEl.y in and day out routine , it vas not aurprisine to find that the 
officers have gained fran five to oight pounds each, and in at least one instance 
15 pounds, in the short. ti..me the7 have been here. 

One or the Oerman mess officers, . a reflned, intelligent-looldnt chap who spoke 
perfect EngllGh, told the camp commander tha.t the ooptivos ware getting all that 
the.; wanted to Eit:1.t, and 'that they were 11·very conwnted. " 

Tho fooo. is furnished to the officers without c:ost to them by the Army. {American 
officers pay for their own me s) . The food is I repare by German cool.$ assigned to 
the off ic:-ers • mess !'rom the nearby compounds for enlisted prisoners of war. 

Other enlisted ioon are ansi01ed to the offieers as orderlies: one f'or every six 
company officers , one .for eve1-y tbree field officers , and one es.ch ror the general 
offi cers . 'l.'bc orderlies are aid for their services by the German orr leers . 

"le wstchod n t r uck loo of f ood being unloaded at one ·of tho moss balls in the 
officers • compound. I t conaioted .of dresoo lamb, 5quaeh, celery, eabbaee , pote..tooa, 
onions 1 ttu , e.ppl s , fre::ih cherrle , lt'Jmons , baruu:ia ( the first ·e had seen in 
onth.s~ , f r esh pi neappl es, f r esh Cloverbloom e~;s , la.rd , butter , bread, fre ·b milk,. 

corfee and ye st. 
Somo of Foodstuff . 

In the pe.."ltry of th s potlessly clean mess hall we notod a su .. ply of sugar, jelly , 
appl e butter, apricot and cherry pre1ierves, ',uooal, Quak ,r wheat flakes, Kollom:; •a 
bran flakes, seedless mi.sins , noodles, crackers, cann corn, cherries , t o· . toes , 
bean and &e; !!E)inJ kt1tehup and ehili sauce , Erer Rabbitt molae ca, dried pe.aebes , 
rice, .freEJh corn on the cob, baldtig powder, lll!Q'Oi'lnaise, must&rd and pepper so.uce. 

In the walk- in type refrigerat.m· or this mess ba.l}. there were, more ..fresh ecgs , 
fruits rum vercte.ble&, dressed l.o.mb, a side of bacon, hams , f r e::ih creamery butter and 
cheese . 

To obtain many of these ite s , em.eh as meat, butter , sugar oanned fruits and 
vegetables , merica.n housewives have to give up aom of their nation stamps . 

The Germans are iosucd the Sat'lO food rations B.B .:i,re provi ded I orica.n soldiers , 
whieh includes steaks and roa~t oocf, chicken and turkey. 

Since , mericans are the ) st fed soldiers in the world , Gei~s who arc held pri­
soners elf war h-.f t he United States have a distinct advan:tage over American o.fficorv 
who are held oY the Mo.us. Letters f'rom Juoo,ricans over there indicate that t hey get. 
but two meals a day,, tmd at lea.st part of them mvc lost, instoed of gaining, wei ght 
during t heir continem nt. 

Under &n agrcemont between t he United States an G rman, made at t he outbreak of' 
10stilities in accordance with the Geneva Convention , th .,a.si off icers. ree 1 e 

mo1 thly pay allo.mnces. 
For lloutcnants tr i s i s ':20 a month; f or captains $30; and for major.a and all 



others of hig r rank it is o. These amounts are not paid by the American Govern­
ment , but are merely advanced to the officers e.nc. are to be refunded by G'-'rmany when 
'the war is over. Likewise , the United States is to reimburse Crermar.y fer similar 
llo ances it pa ""S to t.meriean off icers ld by t hat country. 

Collpons re Currency. _ 
Th payments re made i n c , teen coupons, and coupons not spent a.re redeemable 

for cash h~n too prisoners ue repatriated. 
There is a wide as ortruont of morehandiae in the canteen _which the off icers~ 

buy :it h tho coupons. Since it i not operated. for profit, _ the l e pric:e of most 
of t 'lo i tems is bolori1 that whieh Americans- JlfA.1 for the same• kind of goods. 

On th_c canteen cotmter t here wns a large pile of l elllOlls . In the shelves, neatly 
rra,nced ~ displayce , vrere knit shirts for 45 cents , khEi.ld shorts f'or 95 centv , 

Prophylact-ic 'ylon ·tooth brushes and a wide vs.riety of s tandard brands of tooth paste 
for 22 cents. 

"'hero aloo rmre ... tocks of Pah101ive , LifebuQy, Lux Et.nd wn toil et soaps e.t five 
cents a oo.r, and such v.ell--adv rtiscd products as Vicks ' V: porub, Colgato •s shaving 
soap, itch Shampoo and llI.Jer Surls. 

In the· tobacco section trlel"e .1ere Frank l',1edico pipes, Prince Albert and Cira.nger 
smoking tooocco,. all of the popular brands of tmerican-mruie ci arets , several hrands 
of cigarti and cigeu-et --rolllnc machines . 

Confections on sale included a peanut candy bal" and €1alted soyt,oa.us . The canteen 
inventory aleo include.s sun clacses-,_ shoe laees-, billfol d~, combs, mQUt was e"' and 
antiseptics, shavi: r crea.-ns , fe.ce 1<,tions,, pc:,..ns, i nk &n , pencils, an c. ily .n \75 -
pa rs. 

Radios and ooer wil l be made avail able in the canteen when obtainable , of:ficerfl . 
i n charge of tl1e camp said. 

The German officers live in the- sa..'lle kind of' bu.ilcilnes provi ed for raerican sol­
dierfl in Army traini~ camps. Each of the buil dings i s divided i nto five apart."nents , 

i t h a private entr ance for each •. 
The apart.menu consist of a reception room, furnished with a gas heatin stove , 

table and cha.ire; and tv10 doubl bedI·ooms . The bedroans oov~ buil t-in singl bed , 
equi:ppe - with spri s , mattress and pillows, clean sheets and pillow oases . Face 
and bath too:els a.r hmue to all .officers , and each has his own clothes closet. 

Thi<> arranee 1ent, vdth f our officers to ca.ch a.par~nt, affords ther.1 ore priv cy 
than the en1i te - men and non- co.,uni aioned officers ho are prisoners . These s l eep 
on canvas"" cots in do - i torles , 36 men to the building. -

Salli tary toil ots and aho er ba tlul with hot a.nc cold runnint YJa ter and laU?ltlry 
facilities are provi ed in ueparate buildincs. Treee structures have smooth con-
crete f'loora which OO.tJily cleanc-d . 

The sick a.l1J injure are care for in a station hospital , an exact duplie te in 
bot h construction and equipment, of those at our Affly training camps. A Qennan 
m--dicol officer t.1aa assisting the American doctors and nurses in lookinc after hos­
pi talizad Cc:rman~ i n the E:nu·gery 't1ard. At the end. of t 1is ward there was a sun room 
;here a croup of conval escents re putting a j i gsaw puzsl e together. 

, ine-er< who doui .cd, the buildings were lavish with electric lir.hts in one de­
s 111-oo ted .as a. -eomp&ny ordorly' room. .t.lt.hou,gh rarely UE..cd at night it was furnished 
ith 10 large ceiling fixturos . In st.ri1d.l!Jg contra.st, the mooh larger surgery ward 

in the hospi ta.l .;iad but three f l ourescent ceillnt; lights. 
The ;>risoners of 1c.r may receive a~ much mail a_ is sent to them,) and o.re per­

mitted to write two personal and on business 1 ttors a week, plus one ostcard, a 
total or 16 mess gee a 111onth. , m,ericrui prisoners in. Gormwzy- tu.so y 1--ce i e all 
:mail dresse to thom, but are pormit.ted to t,ritc only tlu-e letters and one post-
cam a. mont • • 

uest Ilou.ze P:rovided. 
A guest house is rovided ju:nt inside t,.he - in i:ate to their ~tookad , w ·re t w 

are permitte to reeei.ve visitora. Since none of thom hus had a. ca.llor so far, t his 
buildin& lso i used a a. post office . 

The officcr-priaont1rs de igru tc their own l eaders and spokesmen, who are their 
official contacts v1ith American off'icers . .Uthough an f.r.uerica:11 officer ls assigned 
to each cwpru:iy, the pri oncrs re permitted wid latitude in the handlln of their 
own affairs. 



In v.ddi tiort to the wide ; nat spaces between the buil ings in the officer:::; • stook­
e, a special recr-eation area is being prepared for them. It iJ:J to be fitted with 

tennis courts m1 a trac for f oot races ,. and the prisoners hav;, reques t that a swim­
, min{; ool be provided. The recreation area is e-ncloo~d in a single fence .of barbed 
vrire, 7hile th compoun proper has a douhliti fence . 

Several of tho CJffic.ers ,,en, weari ng wrist watch s , m.ilitar,t decorations n ca..'11-
paign ribbons. One of the captains who served ll.S an interpretor wore ribbons indieat­
ing that he had been awarded tte Iron Cr®s of the fir t and second classes , and had. 
seen service in the Ru::aiirui rdnter campaign, and had been oundcd twice . One of the 
merictms said he was o. !:!emoor of the G rman nobility. 

COVlllallder From Plainviow11 

Col. '...'homas A. av, a Plainview f anror in v:icil life, ~a recently been ~signed as 
cooma.ndin!; officer of t;he Mexia ca.rap. flis stockade officer is Capt. Claude ,i1d ot 
Austin, nnd his intellieence officer is Ct.pt. r.: . G. t!cCurto.in. 

The compm'.!l'.ld in which the Ua~ officers arc held is on o. tract of about 160 acres, 
pr<Niding ample room for the one- ;;,tory ·buildings .roundP for calisthenics and !lthletic 
contests . 

The officers • compound is separate frott the thn:ie compounds occupied by enlisted 
men and non-commi ... sioned officers by the camp heaciquartvrs and barracks for , .cre·riean 
a r iy officers and militarf police vscort co~par.ie~. 


