), ) PETROLEUM ADMINISTRATION FOR WAR
WASHINGTON

September 7, 1945

My dear Mr, Boyd:

Thank you for your letter of August 28, concerning my recent
broadcast.

What I had to say about the war record of Ralph Davies and
the petroleum industry was if anything an understatement. It is
a source of deep gratification to me that not once during all of
the years of the war was an operation against the enemy hampered
or delayed due to any failure on the part of the Petroleum Admin-
istration and the oil industry to produce and deliver the kinds
of petroleum products needed, when they were needed and in the
amounts needed,

Certainly this is an outstanding record of accomplishment,
established in the face of every kind of obstacle and difficulty
that would have daunted less hardy and courageous souls, It is,
indeed, a record in which all concerned may feel pride and last-
ing satisfaction, You have occupied a very special place in the
Government-Industry war-time partnership and, frankly, I do not
know how we could have gotten on without your unfailing loyalty
and staunch support -- always forthcoming in good spirit,

For your wholehearted devotion to the cause and your most
effective contribution to it, I wish to acknowledge my gratitude
and deep appreciation, :

Sincerely yours,
(Signed) Harold L, Ickes

Petroleum Administrator for War,

Mr. William R, Boyd, dJr,
Chairman, Petroleum Industry War Council,
1625 K Street, N, W,,
Washington 6, D, C.



